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5 8 7 Dear Miss Ta.rbell. i
‘1(%— ) I am very glad to send you my two volumes on Lbra-
B : ‘ham Lincoln. They end with his inauguration, March 4, 1861. 'rhu'c :
-‘g% will be two more volumes covering the period of his Presideney.
Lo e
s You are so thoroughly well informed that it woa:l.d :
sy be useless for me to try to explain my method. I have not bemjrit- T
= ing personal biography, except in onme or two chapters. I have beem
e - dealing, rather, with American politics, and have made my first vol-
}u_ ; ume a study of the political conditions and problems in &ssociation
(: with which Lincoln made his growth as a public man, ,
k. The second volume is the one that I think will seem
D to you the more original in its construction. Lincoln's chances to
i be President, and therefore to render his immortal services to the SR
4G country and to the world,were depending upon the political conditions
= of the year 1860; and for my purpose it is quite as important to de-

scribe the break in the Democratic ranks as to tell about the Chica-
go convention and the rise of the Republican party. Furthermore, we
should have had no Lincoln(for the purposes of biography and histm) :
but for the circumstances that prevented the nomination of Snard,and
those that put Douglas and Breckinridge in the field as rivals., ‘I
have therefore made the second volume the story of one rounded year,
namely, the last year of Buchanan's Admi.niatration.

\ The illustration scheme will be clear enough on i%a
face. There are more than half a thousand pictures in these two vol-
umes, and some of the cartoons have never been seen, while I bave B

rescued others from complete obscurity. o

_ I must apologize to you for the index which n-
perfect],y made without my assistance or knowledge. It is being re-
vised and will be, I hope, suitable in future editions. ¥
trait is indexed, but various references to your work and qnct
from your biography are not cited in the index. This is eqy
of a number of other writers whose names ought to be duly fou
~ the index. I could not have the corrections made in time
 firet edition; but we are hoping that the demand may permit 1
o ;prm thc books again with a corrected index in the near fat




I should greatly like it if you
book h while; and, of course, if you are
-m a nm to me, after you hgva}‘had ‘




