._hh ﬁl s :_“;““.' ki.-ndlid qite a diﬂ'"mt' filltﬂr ' It

;s m of astute Illinois politicians that jmuou_r- '
”:wm nts mmeln strong mm in the party to m"

sentation of his name in 1860 on the ground of mxm

# see mmn 8 lhgazim for s.pmm ml




Qb One of the first men to conceive this idea was Jesse W. Fell of
& Bloomington. During the Lincoln and Douglas dnbatu 1!'011. hld i

—  peen trnnning in the Middle and Eastern States. He was m'
(o to find that Lincoln's speeches attracted general attmtion, that 3
many papers copied eopiously from th.m, and that on all sides “ 5

-  plied him with questions about the career and personality of the

,  new man. Before Fell left the East he had made up his mind that
LD Lincoln must be pushed by his own state as their presidential e

candidate.

One ovming soon after returning home he met leoln m
" Bloomington where the latter was attending aonrt and drn him ﬁmg s
a deserted law-office for a confidential talk. i
*I have been East Linooln;' said he, "as far as Bom“. :
_end wp into New Hampshire, traveling in all the New fngland s

save Maine: in New York, New Jersey, l'om-ylmia, Ohio, llidu‘ gan

and Indians; and everywhere I hear you talked about.  Very frt— "

3D quently I have been asked: 'Who is this man Lincoln, of__rqa.r_

-  State, now canvassing in opposition to Senator Douglas?'n
> Being, as you kﬁow, an ardent Republiean and your friend, I W -
" ually told them we had in Illinois two giants instead of one;
)G Douglas was the little one, as they all knew, but that m m
SR m one, vhich they didn't all know. | :

) *But, seriously, Lincoln, Judge Douglas hoiu 80

I—  known, you are 5ott1ng a national reputation mm

mlt of the late disecussion; your speeehes, in mm
on both sides, have been pretty extensively pnhnm'-'%
mm there regarded by Mccﬂuﬂmting minds as ¢
Msmu, -u mcm u. xma-~




|5  ean be eufficiently bmught before thc ‘people, you ecan be made u}-j el

QEL formidable, if not a sueccessful, elmndntp for the pm:ldm.

ko : "Fell," said Lincoln, *what's the use of. tanmg of me T

5 for the presidency, whilst we have such men as Bonrd. MII m
QG

Ll others, who are so much better Kasin S Wig people, and vhm

N>

= names are so intimately associated wi th the primlpln of tlso kl-

publican purty. Everybody knows them; nobody, searecely, outltd.t

'Ig of T11linois, knows me. Besides, is it not, as a matter of 3»«-"
Ig? ‘“tice, due to such men, ‘who have carried this mvmmt rorlul to
:é‘ its 'ﬁfonnt status, in spite of fearful opposition, P.‘l.‘lom.l:"; use
:;f and hard names? I really think so." C e
.E{: Fell continued his argument and finally n@ﬁtﬁ_,, u |

(D ' to furmish a skeéteh of his life which could be put out in ﬁ.
E  Rest. The suimestion grated on Linssin's umi-buiti-i'.!' m
2. had no chance why forece himself. "Fell," he said, ridm'ﬂ
> wrapping his old gray shawl around his tall ﬂgun, "I M

5 I am ambitious, and would like to be President. I am not i
e sibl® to the compliment you pay me, and the :lnt.r:u_—,t-y_pn- 4
IS in the matter; but there is no aummummm-
> the presidency of thess United States; buuu, there 1.‘

UU' in my early history that would interest yon 01" myb.@ lse

= as Judge Davis says, 'It won't pay.' Good héght," and he
O veared in the darkness. - :
o !

=t The Asfeat in November in the oontow B«

o 1u no 'ny Msaourngod his friends. A few m

ozmton, when it was know that Douglas had ¢
_mv, m- omuga 'mwat,- then m'i_



o'  reviewed and commended in the highest terms, m--pnm,m
Sl paper deelares, "will be recognized for a long um to nm u
= the standard anthorities upon those topics w!!i.oh Gﬂm ﬂl
@ othm in the political world of our day, and ouwr mm wln

- read them and appreciate the great truths which they so umm

‘L : huu:l.ut., with even a higher appreeiation of thdr uaﬂ!l M
. their fathers possessed while listening to them.

= ' ~ ¥ "We may also state,” the editorial Proceeds , "0

L e SIN0 14" s nase Bae Bean tsed by newspapers and pm:u'n :
s outside of tho state in comneetion with the Pﬂdw mi ﬂ“
(5 Pu::lm_y, so that it is not in his owm sta.'to that i!aamt en iy
Abe is respected and his talents and many good qxallti“ uppm
—  eciated; and through the north, and in most of the boml' ﬂ%':
c5 ' he is looked upon as an able statesman, a most Iom' m,.
= eompetent to Till any post wk within the gift of tlu thﬁf

o0 this Union.

? - "We, for our part, consider that it would In m-, ]
L}\‘E ‘tial mappreciation of his services to our noblo e“ ﬂalt-"'
& :

5 state Rq:ubnean convention should nominate him far “; !
p umnimoualy and enthusiastically as it did for 8&‘*@!‘-& :
O such a leader and with our just eauu', we wum m
from end to end, ﬂ.ﬂm a triumph so complete M‘ .
wuld be scarce enough of the uuttwu and |
the enemy left to tell the story of 1« mn
m ﬂ.n present his name to the nntm
' Hﬂu& !’ﬂ‘ Pruiumt and mt for vuo
states at :Ium

ihlt ill Nl‘



) v !hmughout the year 1859 a few men in Illineois nrhu i
UG quietly but persistently to awako-n throughout the state a Mﬁ *
i—  for Lincoln's nonination‘. The greater number of these lWﬁ
= was the lawyers on his circuit, his life-long rrum,f m uu 4
(0 Judge Davis, Leonard Swett, Judge Logan, 'iho not only mxm : | ;
Lo  in Lincoln but loved him and whose efforts were delblr d‘i‘“ﬂn : 4\
‘—  because of their arriotion. The rest of his mpportm 'ﬂt M o

, up of a few shrewd politicians who saw in Lincoln the "'ﬁ-lm@'
e man the situation demanded, a group represented by John M. !Fm, L
(~. who, remembering Lincoln's magnanimity in 1854 when he thl*m M,
I—'  influence to Trumbull in order to send a sound anti-:mm

g date to the Benate wanted, as Senator Palmer puts 1%y to 'Pi? i&m

'C'_' coln back,"™ and a few young men were in the I.incoln and Mu : d

== debates and who threw youthful enthusiasm and convietion into M_,!’i
¢ . () 5 : 1

(>~ support,

; %P The work which these men did in this year cannot be
" g t-zracod with any definiteness. It was mainly "talking u"' M’
I candiddte, sreating sentiment for him by 1ndividual ortm-t-. : m

o0 this work the newspazper of course had a large lhm. In |
L the plan followed was laid out by the state committee in the of:
O of the Chicago Tgibune. To give an appearance of Ipmtm_w :
N the newspaper canvass it was arranged that the country pape

I—  suggest Lincoln's nano‘. Joseph Medill then (as now) editor
sl the Tribune ;nd- secretary of the committee, says that a m

=  paper opened the campaign. In May, 18569, the gentral m
G

) @Gazette came out for hin and one by one at diplomatic &u

O »
I— other papers followed, i

s Lincoln soon feltthe force of this crmau
Letters came to him from unexpected quarters otfm&u
where he went on the circult men came o him to dis
ln face of his andaubtod mmout !u

| nu.



sin‘li u:_l.t," he wrote a correspondent who had -,' 188
his name on the ticket, I have enlisted for the pe
of the Republican cause, and for this object I lhllll

fully in the ranks, unless, as I think not probnb?_l_aﬁ; m

of the party shall usig_n me a different poait-ton,i!
The last weeks of 1859 and the first of 18:0

Inlncoln that fit or not, he was in the riald.

Fell, who, as corresponding secretary of th.;'

_Btate Central Committee, had been traveling cemtgnﬂ.:rh
terests of the organization, brought I.:I.neola lﬂh ’mf s
candidacy was generally approved of, that in num, -
conssnted to write the Wlittle sketch® of his life now &
known as Lincoln's autobiography. He did 1t Inl.tl”l I'

shrinking, a half shame that it was so meegers

of 1t," he wrote in sending the document, "for W r
that there is not much of mey™ etc.  "Thers . If
out of it, I wish it to be modest, and not to go bey

al,"

Fl-—ﬂl!\mins of 1860 I.inooln had conel
though he might not be @ very pi

he was in so deep-that he mut have the:tp;.,_’,

mﬂlﬂ to




and he began to work in earnest for that. "I am not in a po-

~ chiefly upon the ground of availability in the close mla d.nuuthi-:

states with what seemed like reasonable success." On ll'-b. 1&&.'_73'

" mentioned for president in Washington "ten times as af’m'__n u#t

i m: xn uouung the aonvonti on for emm.

By the opening of 1860 Lincoln had concluded that

though he might not be a very promising candidate -- at all s

it was in so déop that he must have the approval of his own state

sition where it would hurt much for me to not be nominated on the

national tieket," he wrote Judd, "but I am where it would hurt

‘someé for me to not get the Illinois dologai:u. *» « o+ QOan you %

help me a little in your end of the vinoyafd!"
Judd needed no urging, nor indeed did any of the men who
hnd rai sed the Linecoln banner. 'l‘heir plan was nll matum md

they 'ora cming it out to the letter. The fi rst of Dumhr

Meaill had gone to Washington ostensibly as _a Tribune eormpow e

ent but really to launch Lineoln's name. "Before writing lny
Iincoln letter for the Tribune, " says Medill in his Rﬁtnlllm.

"I began preaching Lincoln among the Congressmen, ax_xduwgu hiu

1860, the Tribune came out editorially for Lineoln and M.dill fb]z'-
lowed a few duya later with a ringing latter from Iuhington \ami
Lincoln as a candidat® on whom both conurvutin m rll“ﬂ W

timent eonld unite and deelaring that he now heard his m

was one month ago." _
About the time that Medill was umiu on &i

J’uda, a member of the National comittu, was mw;



bmmr, "I suppose I am expected to reply to that. I m

S great many just as good." The speech was rluu w

unan imously recommended as a candidate at ehiugo. When ﬁu
State ctmvontion met at Doeatur on May 9 and 10, ho m.lﬂ u :
ovation of so piotnruquo and uni que a character thnt’ it colored

3

wvhen Linecoln came in as a spectator and was invited to a Im !II

all the rest of the campaign. The delegates were in uﬁt«m

‘the platform. Soon after Richard Oglesby, one of Linuln’s m |
d.nt supporters, asked that an old Demoerat of Maeon Gm!!’ il
allowed to offer a contribution to the convention. 'rho om

was accepted and a eurious bnnnor was bomo up the htl].. ; m '. -
standard was made of two weather-worn fence rails, duorm ﬁﬂ
fllge and streamers, and benring the inseripti.on

: !.o.llllIli........l.....'....'..l.'....!..

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
The Rail Candidate
For President in 1860,

. Two rails from a lot of 3,000 made
in 1830 by Thos. Hanks and Abe Lin-

ecoln-~--whose father was the first pio-
neer of Maeon county_.

S8 s B8 VP a8 "R aw 44 R e w8

----- nonn-uoun-llonoott--o-.oo-..-n-...'pl-’ilc

A stomm of applause greeted the bamor =:!b110illl" hf |

eries of Linooln, Linecoln. Rising Lincoln sa:ld, poin“~ “

whether I made those rails or no%t but I am quite m I. hw

one of the 1nr1uont1a1 German delegates, an mj



) c¢hoice of the Republican party of Ininoia for the l'ruia.m. “
=~ the delegates from this State are instructnd to use all homﬂh ‘
|-+ means to secure his nomination by the Chiecago cmmtion.‘hd-.tn

J vote as & unit for him." It was enthusiastically adopten,

While the politiecians of Illinois were preparing thoir oum.. m

—  Republieans of the East hardly realized that Lineoln was p(on-

, eould be made a possibility. His name was almost unmentioned

o as a presidential candidate in th® Tirst four months of' 1860 in

i~  the publ:lc prints of the East. In a 1list of 21 'Pmnﬂ.mnt mﬁi :

I~ dates for the Presidency\ in 1860," nﬁhhdxtn

Y  prepared by D. W. Bartlett and published in New York towards the
o ko S
ILl end of 1859 Linecoln's name is not mentioned nor does it appear im
9 & list of 34 of"Our Living Representative Men"prepared -y 'tbi- :

(>  presidential purposes by John Savage and published in Phi_o_ in 1860.
& The most important notice in this period of which we know is o
.. easual mention in an editorial of the Evening Post on Feb. 15th,

4

The :_q_g_t_ considered it time for the Republicans to speak out m:u i

e the nominee at the coming eonvention and remarked, "with such men @
(> as Seward and Chase, Banks and Lincoln and others in plenty, let
bl Us have two Republican representative men, to vote for.* This

UG notiee was 10 days bsfore the Cooper Union speeeh, and the Iu

: Emslanu tour, which undoubtedlr did much to recommend !Andnl.a f"

].ogiu.l and statesmanlike thinlur and debater thox"h &m%

'nttlo niduoo, comparatively little, to ortan MI a

; mnmy in the Rast. It eculd not be upgm;{
"_'wmutu men vho knew little of Limou save



) to be untrained in publiec life and to know little of lu"g.o af-

(8. faivs. They rightly preferred a man vhe had a record for -utu-

manship behind. Up to the opening im of the Convention in ln

5 there was in fact no speeially prominent mention of’Lineln,

QG ' : ;

oF Greeley intent on undermining Seward without amybody perceiwving

2 ¥ ‘
= it, printed the Weekly Iribune - the paper which went to the

ecountry at large, letters from persons advocating Bates and Read,

" MeLean and Bell, Cameron, Fremont, Dayton, Chase, Wade - but not
Jea :

g% Lineoln.

:; The New York Hera:!.:d of May {in ai scussing edi torially
L -

(o the nominee of the "Black Republicans" recognised "4 living, 22

@ dead aspirants."” The living were Seward, Banks, Chase and Camer-
= : o
) on. The dead Bates and Mel.nn.

o

’8? On May 10, The Independent in an edi torial on mm-—

=  pation at Chicago said: 'einusamkmmtobotmupouﬂ»
only question that enters into the canvass: a s«m. a chm. .

NG Wade, a Summ-, a Fessenden, a Banks" - but does not men ti on

=

I Lineoln.

20 e
Ei His most conspicuous eastern recognition before the con-
" vention'was in Harper's Weekly of May. 12th, his face being o

el cluded in a double page of portraits of "11 Pmdmnt ondldtm :
for the Republican presidential nomination at mlugm ! m
biographical sketehes appear in the same number - ﬂ;q m
—  shortest of which is that of Lineoln. ' i
It was on llly 16th, thlt the Rupuhlllﬂ Bom
1860 was. romnv opencl at muom. but for m '
24 w,:n. & tumult of expectation and pwumm,



eity would have risked it. In ten years the town had nearly

qnadruplod its population and it was believed that the feat mm

be repeated in the coming decade. In this first flash of bound-

Eﬂ: less energy and ambit:lon Chicago had undart-.km the nloum M
> of raising herself bodily out of the prairie mud vhere Iht was i
—  Placed to a level 12 feet above the lak® and of putting num
herself a solid foundationfhen she invited the Chicago Oonvauu
b half her buildings were on stilts, some of her utrm hﬂ‘l tm ‘

12 graded to the new requirements, others still lay in the VM.

'~ Half her sidewalks were raised on piles and half were level with

(o the lake. A eity with a sense of decorum would not have m to '

(>,  be seen in this demoralized condition bnt chiongo redin\ ﬂttt M

) eould give no better proof tixakxx of her courage and confi Ouc.
. than to show the country what she was doing, and so she had ﬁu

(5n= : : 4

'6‘ Convention come.
But it was not the Convention alone which came., :
(> Beside the delegates the profesaioml politici ans, the MWQ“

I~ men, the friends of the candidates there cm&{mtloy mrq

¥~ lined to march and to cheer for particular omdidatou, a k&ﬂoﬁ
|~ out-~of-doors claque which did not wait for a point to be mnh tm

0o  favor of their man but went off in rounds of applmo at m

= mention of his name. New York brought the greatest mqt
(» these professional applauders - the leader of t_hu MQ
I~ ous street politician, one Tom Hyler. With thi.lll‘v;; o

& tien vhhh numbered all told full! 2000 SOM um

band - one of the great bands of that au. Wnile Ne

: -'m_ma lugut umbor of persons to MM
far mm. u:m botn avout um pm’




. trains of excursionists. The M. E. dologatiéln took Gilmn?q-::
;. 'Band with them and from Boston to Chicago stirred up every m— :
— nity at wvhidch it stopped by music and speeches. Smrai daye
I, . before the convention opened fully one half of the mmbw.-.oft_t‘q*. 3
3 United States House of representatives were in the oity.#' !‘p md
[ throng must be added the hundreds of merely curiqus nptahtm |
vhom the flattoﬂng inducements of the 15 railroads clnttﬂnj ih

»° Chieago at thet date had tempted to take a trip. AR told the

(~ were fully 40,000 atrangnrs in the eity during the week of the

:; Convention, ,

'(;9 ! The streets for a week were the Torum or this mum.
I~

o

= Prooossiom for Seward, for Cameron, for Chase, for Lincoln ma

o and countered marched, brave with banners and trmplm&u mll

B
e noicy with eountry bands and hissing rockets. !vm utmt t'or-- s
i«

;L: mr, too, became a waxtm rostrum where impromptu hcrmn tw iw

i

J of a dozen candidates might be happened on. In thin mu—wz.y
C;g two figurees were particularly prominent, Tom Hyler who w
it the open-air Seward demonstration and Horace Greeley who wll oun-; :
=~ dueting independently his campaign against Seward, Grnhr 1#%
1~ fervor talked ineessantly and around him was always a mwl w llm
e eurious, vhich sometimes grew so lurgo that what had otn-ﬁt Il l

o converution ended as a speech.,

:(—3 ; - In this half spontaneous, lulr organized amm

.I:i the ctruta. Lineoln 8 followers were eonspicuous.

mm Chicago t«l that she must stand by her own. ILi

m banners floatea urg every street and uﬂa m‘

: hmu vere decorated uth,\mlm. As the ‘::u‘.i"f




I could piek 25 econtiguous ecounties giving larger Mt

thb hhgation. !'hoy 1ntoadnd in sood faith t-a gn E
. m mhtd d:lnpondingly, ma really nnm m

eall in supporters. Swett says that they suceeeded in ytnq |
together fully 10,000 men from Illinois and Indiana ready to
to shout or to fight, as the case required.

Not only was the eity full before the conventionyBu S

the delegations were organized several days in advm- ma m
work in progﬂsa. One of the Tirst of the delegations to m h
work was that of I1linois. The Tremont House had been ﬁw &h
their headquarters and here were gatherod almost every mnmma&
frimd Linecoln had in the state. They came ,do_ur;mmil to win At %oy
human effort could compass it and men never put more int&mt tn&
persistent energy into a cause. Judge Davis was na‘d:urllllﬁn o :I
head of the body, but Judge Logan, Leonard Swett Palmr, mm{“
Judd, Fell and scores more with him. "We worked like na:llﬂ'u
says Gov. 051uby to-day in talking over the struggle. ‘!!u lﬂﬂ
for Lincoln had to begin in the Illinois delegation :ltu.‘l.f. m
apite of the rail episode at Decatur the state eonvntian m Hr :
no means unanimous for Lincoln. *Our delegation was inst_" f.
for him," wrote Leonard Swe#t in l_us admirable lomr to !
but of the 22 votes in it, by ineauticusly selecting the m, :
were eight who would gladly have gone for Seward. Th. Mﬂi

this is in this raet' the northern counties of this stltl-.

~ overvhelmingly Republican than any other portion of tlu ‘eo: t4 nent

ittn than any other adjacent counties in any suta, . The

is, many people there are for Seward, and such m




- for us, for 'rnr it would be the 1ouﬁn'g element, and would phiu

|+ them out of favor with the incoming power. These men were dead

Lo ‘to the classes I have named, were warmly for Lincoln, whether he

I— won or lost.

GG weights. The Centre and South, with many indiwvidual ctaopﬁ.ml ol
3 i "The lnyera of our eireuit went there dotemiul o
(p loam no stone unturned, and really they, aided by uomo of our |
S State officers and a half dozen mén from v‘nri ous portions of the

= State, were ﬁo only tireless, sleepless, unwavering and even ﬂ.;,i-»
7  lent friends he had." | -
o - The situation which the Illinois delegation faced, o
()  briefly put, was this. The Republican party had in 1860 but -

2 prominent candidate that was wamxxx William H, Seward. By wvir

(] of his great talents his superior eulture, his splendid services

+— in anti-slavery agitation he was the choice of the majority of

g Republicans. It was certain that at the opeming of the 'cm’\""-f'f,l'"’f-'mf e

O he would have nearly enough votes to nominate him. But Sm"‘l

&~ following was not unanimous. There were several minor mnum
. against him but the potential faet was that Illinois, Indi um.

~- Pennsylvania and New Jersey all declared that they eo‘uld not. um '
E him if he was nominated. Andrew G. Curtin of ronnanvmu m
(D  Henry S. Lane of Indiana, candidates for governor in ﬁm‘h‘ W

spective states were both his active opponents - mttpm

be defeated if he headed the Republican ticket, It
o ‘R‘“ﬁ ‘party that !'omﬂmu and Indiana

m,ﬁ and many states with -lmu




to gi've their support to an"available” man., But the aiffi dl‘w
was to unite on this opposition., -Nearly every st“o mu m
sidered Seward an unsafe candidate had a favorite son whom !ﬂw |
pushing. Pennsylvania wanted Cameron, New Jerur Dwtm.; &h i
Chase, McLean or Wade, Massachusetts Banks, Vermont coumm
Greeley who in himself was as influential as a ltato d‘h.ttim
urged Bates of Missom*i. :

I11inois' task was to unite this opposition on Mnu:m. i
She began her work with a next door neighbor, The first -SMQ-
q:prquhcd was Indiana. She was about gqttally d.ivimutm
Bates and MclLean; Saturday, Sunday and Monday was spent upon m, s
vhen finally she came to us unitedly with 26 votes and from that
time acted efiiciently with us. |

With Indiana to aid her Illinois now suceeeded in . "
a few scattering votes in making an impression on New Hmmm ‘
Vimginia and in persuading Vermont to think of her as a um -
deviee. Matters began to look decidedly cheerful. On May M
(Monday) the New York Herald 's last dispatech deelared that &t
eontest had n_arrowed down to Seward, Lineoln and tado.- Ih. Nm |
mm'_; dispateh of same day says: "“Abe Lincoln i‘ J.Mn w
to-night as a compromise candidate and his trlondn are 1; mff
spirits."” And this was the situation when the convmtiml

opened on Wednesday May 16,

M WIGWAM,

 The Assembly Room in which ®he cmuun




indigenous name of Wigwam. It was a low, ﬁhlmtwllu_stm‘ll“ !
fully 180 feet long by 100 wide whose roof rose in the segment of a
eirele so that one side was higher than the other; aeross this

side and the two ends were deep galleries.faxk _l"lc-i.m them ran

: tho'plattoru reserved for the delegates. A great noof 140 feet

-

long and 35 deep raised some 4 feet from the ground level and
having eommittee ro;)ma' at each end. The vast expanse of pine-
boan_l had been rescued from ugliness by the energetic efforts of
the eonﬁ:lttoo and Republiean women of the eity who searcely ;‘sﬁ
interested than their husbands and brothers strove in every w:a.y to
contribute to the success of the econvention. They wreathed the
pillars and the galleriaa with masses of green, hung up banhtﬂ
and !'iags, brought in busts of Amurican‘notablea-, ordered gﬁa—t |
allogﬁrical paintings of Justice, Liberty, ete. to auap:and. on 'ﬂu.

walls, borrowed the whole series of Healy portrai,t's of A’meri'o'l_n

Stateaumen - in fact made the Wigwam a gay even cheerful room.
Foreign interest added something to the furnishings of the Wigwam
for t.}u' seat placed on the platform for the chai man of'tha-ﬂpfn— :
vention was the first chair made in the State of Michigan, :
It was an old arm‘ chair of the most prﬁnitivo des o'ri”ption, the

seat being dug out of an immense log, and the whole mﬂ.w en e
large rockers. Another echair which was made for the omlm

attracted a great deal of attention., It kxxexm was nmasﬂ et

34 difTerent kinds of wood, each piecé from a di.ﬂ'o_"nt, ltl



I brave "Lawrence." : |
= Into this room imxkxe on the morning of the 16mm
e erowded fully 10,000 persons. To the spectator in tho sn:l.lm 3 _
0 the scene was vividly pieturesque and animat«_l. Aronndhlm ﬁﬂ
packed hundreds of women gay in the high peaked flovu'-tin/l‘ ;

= bomnets, the bright shawls and the plaids of the day. Below on

5 the platform and floor were many of the most notable men of m _7' '

(P United States, William M. Evarts, Thomas Corwin, Carl Ms,
| ’ LR  1 o
& Davia Wilmot, Thaddeus Stevens, Joshua Giddings, George William

= Curtis,

@ In the multitude the newspaper delegation was lno '
&) larger even than the convmtion. Fully 900 oditorial !'!lm
were present and somoly less interesting 1n its pmom.. _' e
">  Horace Greely, Samuel Bowles, Murat Halsted, Burnloy. umn.
o White, Henry Willard, A. K. MeClure are names fmilll;r._tﬁl‘_-'l

R ropgiunted various journals and in some cases m ﬁﬂn

i in the camcuses. It was evident at once that the loum ;

TE;L_ proper - 600 men out of 10,000 - was not mor.dmly
o in affairs than the audience whose approval and di

(D - and 'mhatiouly expressed swayed and to a hm
W -d.olﬁgatll. _ b
7 Setneatay wnd Tare duy mmtag o
niug nrk of a Oommt:lon but tth--,.f-:— ‘

Platform adopted the real interest was.



the whole week sleep two hours a night." They vén from del

o afternoon as was intended Seward pm-bgbly would hmm

]

= nated. Illinois, Indiana and Ponns;ylmh-ﬂl'rdi_:‘ﬂi

, . shrewdly managed to draw a reluctant idj.enrmﬁt until I
e ﬁomiug from the Oonvmtion. In spite of lho tim au':"
g gaw Seward's nomimtion seemed sure. At uidniﬁt m!‘
™ .so Greely wired the Tribune. At the same hour the co
i oer the Herald (N.YJ wired: "The friemnds of smrd a.l'l;
Sy elaim 90 votes for him on the firet ballot. Oppod}tif‘:bn;”'
e fixed on any man. Lineoln 1s the stromtmdﬁ
Q0 altogether 40 vo'tu.. The various dnlogatleru a.n '
i ‘ It was after theu mes sages were sent Shﬁ
K Indiana summoned all their energies for a final am ‘
e to unite the uncertain delegates on Linecoln nndtlut .
@ went through the last violent thoes of eomim to a m
~>  night's work was full of dranatie situation and nm'
| . than Sewarad's hmg.r s-on eonﬂdant of succtu cﬂ.., j
ng_ vanee the nomination of their man while scores et
= laid the plens for his ovirthm_ow. ' All night ﬁu

..up. | . : e

W"'d' of Pomulvmm'. Iuﬁim:"‘"' :



.Mgi L. !Otton Pettis who proposed this resolution 'o&ﬂ. ﬁl

'I-ont then a rnidmt of Chicago spent half the night m.u.'

Thaddeus stevms of Pennsylvania what he knew of Mn»h.

"dhilo viflhout for blocks away a cmvd duuhh ﬂantﬁ

In the Pennsylvania delegation which on Wednesday had
agreed on MeLean as its seeond choiece and Lincoln third a m i

struggle was waged to secure the vote of the delegation n;

for Cameron until a majority of the delegates directed othervise.

night to secure votes for it at the eausus «f to be ma M7
in the moming. The Illinois men ran from delegate to nm.
from editor to outsider. No man who knew I.inmln md -bll-i- v
him indaod was allowed to rest but was dragged away to. th.t! el'
that dllogltl to persuade him that the "rail cmdtdah' is MEM

nnm begun to be called was fit for the place. Gol.

.all this was going on in the upper story of the rm_n;t;_'

comittee of 12 men, from Pennsylvamia, New York, Ohio, I
I1linois and Iowa were sonsulting. Befors the session

they had agreed that in case Lincoln's votes reached a spe

‘number on the following day, the votes of the states rep

in that metinﬁ so far as these 12 men could oi‘!’utm; *egh]

should be given him. |
The night was over at last and at 10 o"dmﬁ‘- B

vention gathered. The great Wigwam was paecked 'v-‘it_l;‘

hardly less excited than the manbers of the utm

; mﬂ utrdud every nerve alert to eatch ﬂu nb



had besn distributed to be used in the same way. A: lmuef

whieh,® says Swett, "I eonfess appalled us a little®, but New
York' in preparing her e¢laque had only given an idea to Ill—i«-ﬁi‘m{
The committee to off-set them had made ue.:\%t but complete pﬂ- .
parations for what it called, a spontansous demonstration.
From the lake front and prairie they had collected every Mm ; ';
voiee known, and while Seward's men wers marching mltantl! ‘ 4
about the atruta they had paekm them where thciv ovlu w&lﬁ hl '
most oﬂ‘octin. The women they had requested at ovﬂm :

of lineoln's name to wave their handkerchiefs and hnnlnd:of ﬁ

signals had been arranged to communicate to the mousndlwim

the moment wvhen a war from them might influence the oomm&u -

within, When N, B. Judd nominated Lincoln this mw gan
to work., It did well but a moment later in greeting u_;“?.":

of Seward New York out-bellowed Illinois. "Caleb B. Mﬁw

Indiana then seconded the nomination of Lincoln," says Srm. )
the West came to his rescue. No mortal ever before saw M
scene. The idea of us Hoosiers and Suekers hoim ent-‘
would have been as bad to them as the loss of mdﬂ'um.
thousand people at once leaped to their seats, wom Mt
S5 B3 Ale muber, and Wha wild yell wale akit
of xkkk all that had preceded. No languag® can e
A thousand steam whistles, ten acres of Ho_tol; G gt
Gonlnmu, homd by a choice van-guaﬂl ﬁ'm :

hnu mingled in tho scene mnoum .

ballotin followed withax



7 As the roar died out a voice cried "Abe Lincoln has it

=<  py the sound now. Let us ballot," and Judge Logan beside himsel ¥

s with sereeching and excitement called out: ™“Mr. Pndduit in or- &

i  der or out of order I propose this convention and audience give ; i
{l three cheers Tfor the man who is evidently their qouia.'.'

? The balloting followed wi'thdj.lt delay. The Illinois

;4 men believed they had a 100 - to start with - on uniting they

o found they had 102. = More hopeful still, no other opposition can-
{>-  aidate approached them. Pennsylvania's man aceording to the '

printed reports of that day had but 501/2 votes, Gresly's mﬂl.ﬁi;_

= Chase 49, while Mclean, Pennsylvania's second choice had but l&

(> .If Seward were to be beaten it must be now and it was ﬂwrw i
(2 sylvania to say. The aelegation hurried to a com!ttum
(>  wher® Judge Pettis disregarding the action of the omm w
=3 MeLean received second place moved that the unondvotc be .m
solidly for A, Lincoln. The motion was carried. Ruwnh

D the houso the delegation Tound the seeond ball.ot unau' 'Ir.

>

'% moment they were called. The whole Wigwam heard the an RS,
kji *Pennsylvania easts her 52 votes for Abraham Line ol.nu. !ﬁ
ii meaning was clearthe break to Lineoln had bogun, anl lﬁ
ng* stupidly wvhile all over the house c‘hur follom dlﬂl't

b It seemed but a moment before the second un.o

) ended and it was known that Lineoln's vote had “m
= 181, The tension as the third ballot mmm
P hundred peneils kept seore, while the u;“*m
ma; of calemlators realized “ the “

was mtutﬂpping Seward. nu lut wﬂ’



'mmt to realize the truth. New York saw it and the white faces

: a.nd tn.rc pourod down the faces of more than one or the over-

vention grappled with the idea and tried to pull its self togow

to aet, The chairman of the Ohio delegation was the Tirst to
seize the oeccasion. "Mr. President,” he cried, springing on his
ehair and streteéhing out his arm to seecure recognition, "I rise to

change four votes from Mr. Chaae_ to Mr, Lincoln." It took a mo-
of her noble delegation were bowed in despair, Illinot,l saw it

wirought, motod men as they grasped one mothor s hands and vainly

struggled against the sobs which kept down their shouts. The

-omvd. saw it and broke ocut in a mad hurrah. "The scene Ih:lah-‘fol-*
io.ﬁ,' wrote one spoctator,#'bﬁffles all human description, | ‘ . 4
Aftor an instant's silo;nco, as deep as death, which sm to bo i
required to enable the assembly to take in the full foree of ‘lh. :

announcement, the wildest and mightiest y®l1 (for it en:bi ullll e

by no other n-no), burst forth from ten thousand voieces, uhidi

we ever hoard from mortal throats. This strango and tnmnﬁﬁ
demonstration, accompanied with leaping up and down, toldm l'utl, :
hmdkov.nhiofs and canes recklessly into the air, with the nv:ln
of flags, and with every other conceivable mode oﬂ.’ exultant and
unbridled joy, eontinued steadily and without pause, for pcm
ten minutes.

"It then began to rise and fali 1n slow and bi
bursts, and for perhaps the nu:t five nimtu thuu tt'
waves er uncantrolhblo e:cit.amont, now ritiu M th

--ﬂd fiercest shouts, and then sinking like the






