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LAw OrpiceS OF
B.G.FoSTER
PaTeNT AND TRADE MARE CAUSES
Ouray BLpe,805 G STREET,N. W.
WAsHINGTON, D). C.

TE!,!PHON!.NAIN 3864

Sugust 18, 1937,

Migs Ida M Tarbell,
o/o The Maomillan Company,
New York.

Dear Madam:

I+ ig not without some hesitation that I trespass
on your time because I expect you are very busy, but in
as much as you are an outstanding authority on Abraham .
Lincoln, I am very anxious to ascertaln, and possibly
accept, the challenge of the president of "The Southern
Churohman" relative *o a s*ory appearing in that publi-
cation under date of July 30, 1927, It is, of course,
from southern sources, and the authority 1is hardly an
unbiased one. I oan not send you the original, but en-
close a *ypewrltten cooy of +the published letter.” This
will be self-explanatory. ‘ :

I am par*icularly interested in the challenge ap-
peniei *o the letter of the Rev, Mr. Cooke signed "L. |
M, Williams"™ who is president of The Southern Churchman
Company.

I may say *ha* I have just had a %alk with Colonel
0. H, Ol-royd, who as you know,has ma’e a wonderful col-
lec+ion of Lincoln items that are in the house in which
the president ‘ied, and he *ells me that he knows of no
such work or episo-e as stated by Mr, Cooke and by MNr,
Williams.

Other authori+ties (particularly at +he Library of
Congress) are not just now available. I have not as yet
had an opportuni+ty +o examine your work which I have at
home,

I am wondering, however, if you can ‘fthrow:. some
ligh% on these allecations,

May I have +he pleasure of what knowledge yoii have?
Yours very truly,
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Southern Churchman
July 30, 1927
Page 11

(copy)
A Matter of History

Mr, Editor:

I have read with much pleasure *the Rev, W, G,
Lee's excellent sermon on "Perils" in the Southern
Churchman of the sixteenth instant. But I beg to
differ from him when he says: "Abraham Lincoln
loved it"--the Bible, "Lamon, his intimate friend,"
tells in detail of the writing and the burning of a
"little book" written by Lincoln with the purpose +o
ilsprove *he truth of the Bible, and the divinity of
Christ, and tells how i+ "was burned without his con-
sent by his friend Hill, les* it should ruin his polit-
ical career before a Chris*ian people". '

"Hernson (his friend ani law partner) describes
the essay or took as an arcumen* against Christianisty,
striving to prove +that ~he Bible was not inspired, and
therefore no* God's revelation, and that Jesus Christ
was not* *he Son of Goi." "Lamon Gives (pace 480) a
letter of Nicolay, his smnlor rrivate secretary through-
out his adminis*ration, which s*tates that he perceived
no change in Lincoln's a*tituie toward religion after
his entrance on +he Presidency."

The above is coried from "The Real Life of Lincoln",
pages 37-28, by Minor, a copy of which Dr. Lee can se-
cure, a*t small cos*, from "The Confederate Veteran", Nasgh-
ville, Tenn. May I also object to the learned doctor's
quoting: "The Pil-rim Fathers" a‘’venture in crossing the
ocean in six*y ijays, when as an act of justice, he might
have quoted *he adiven*rue of crossing the ocean thirtsen
years before *he Pilgrim Fa*hers by the go6d old parson
Hunt of the Church of England, and his cavalier companions,
landing at Jamestown on *he thirteenth of May, 1807. With
these two exceptions I commend *o your readers, Mr, Editor,
*he excellent sermon on "Perils", by +he Rev, w. 6. Les,
Ph., D.

Respectfully yours,

(Rev.) Giles B. Cooks.

(Only surviving officer of General Robert E Lee's
staff )

Mathews C, H,, Virginia,
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Continued-2

To the best of our knowledge and belief, Major
Giles B, Cooke is entirely correct in *he above state-
ment; and we would like to ask any one who is not in
accord with this s%atement, whether it is true that a
book called by some sych name as "The Gospel Accord-
ing to Ruben", written by Abraham Lincoln, had to be
suppressed because of 1+s vulgarity,

L. M, Williams




