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_jrﬁé'convers&tion took place in March of 1908,

;
“a
5

Q

A

ELIZABETH WALLACE - 12s GROVELAND AVENUE - MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

April 11th 1839

Dear Ida Tarbell;- o

» T have just been looking over my notebook kept. lhile in
Berruda and T find mucl that ie interesting concerning VMr. Rogers and l!ark
Twain, It was in the winter of 1908 that they were in Hemilton., Nr Rogerl e
was there late ir Fetruary and irn March, as I remember., I have not théiéxact
dates, The incident to which you refer is as follows.

"e were out sailing one day and ¥r. Fogers had been telling
me some interesting incidentc of his 1life; his early bringing upj his first‘ 
ventures in the busiress world; some of the great mén ke had known., I ex§'b
claimed. "¥r. Rogers, you should have a written record of your life., Why
gouldn't &ou find some one to whor you could tell these things so that a
wortly blography ririt be corpiled?" Fe replied that Le had often thought
of it and thst he hed even thouglt of $he person to whom he might entrust
such a task, Naturally T asked him who that one might be. He answered with

" a twirkle in his eye."You msy te surprised, but T think tha: Ida Tarbell

would do an ekcellent piece of work., Che is able and she is honest and I

beleive that she would be fair. T hLave met her several times an”? talked
with her and T have a great respect for her",

This was the conversation &s accurately as I recall it.

I remember that I expressed ny surprise as to his choice for I thought he o
might have cherished some resentment towards one who had written as youvl‘ -‘j

had concerning the Standard 0il, but he evidently felt no bitterhess‘ﬁhgpéybr3
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: one‘ of the most delightful experienceg of my lifg, | ly ths t

I an glad that you asked me to s'-ind‘youxtms.‘. Ithaa
of Mark Twain and ¥r Rogers. I kept upa correspondence with tm ’bo
until their death, In May of 1909 Mr. Clemens wrote me of !l.r Roger'
den death in these terms; _ | _‘
"It is indeed, dear Betsy, a heavy stroke. ‘It bruised

many a heart: how many we shall never know, for his helpful =

kindnesses went far and wide and made no outward sign. Hsro ;

we shall not look upon his like again; hereafter,...-.. Sl
Affectionate]y i

&\ T QL.C.

To end with, it was a joy to see you again after so many
years and to see the light in your eyes as eager and youthful as aver. o
I have your Autobiograply and am reading it with keen interestf _ MayI
ask you & favor? Some day will you write for me on 2 slip of paper, your

name so that T msy paste it in the book?

Affectionately yours
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