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i xtumx.mmm»ounmmm
woullt ffe ever have been elected President of these Unite _“f\ f Rk
Ita‘n‘ It is dobntl.hu. Certain it is that his m‘lr S
uhnnnmmumummmmuuwm
popularity from the day he first appeared as a :mm '
trades on the Sangamon River in Illineis.

Thrown in with a orew of rafte<builders who Wi

il
'l
]

spent their noon hour loafing on the logs they were
his stories soon had them clamoring for more. m:n tm
than his yarns was his way of telling them, hu own en j y . 7
of them. Forty years later a survivor of the crew mtw o

that while he could not resall a single one of the stories n o
st1ll laughed when he remembered him and how as he MH ;
the end he would "whoop and rell off the log he -inmm*

After he had gone his way the log which was his favorite sest,
was preserved. "Abe's Log," they called it. It was m o
monument in Illinois « a monument to his comic spirit.
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ug n_urncr Lincoln attempted in the next fow

> years to make a place for himself among men, whether it

e ~ was as a day laborer, a student, a surveyor, a warrioer,
i a politician or a lawyer, his funemaking gathered men to
L . him « keptihim around. That he was no msre clown they of
L course soon di.uonnil. The longer they knew him the m

:j - they respected him for his consideration of others, his

E} : l'udopcadmu of spirit, his ambition to make mmu‘ of

‘6‘ himself and his willingness to work to do it, but the

= respect was all the stronger because of the humor with

&E which he salted his sterner gqualities. '

JS On the Cirouit which he travelled so many

G;; years ;- lawyer and politician no man was so depended upon for
E amusement. Few indeed were the sessions which were not ene

::g livened by some practical joke of Lincoln's on bar or benchs

The classic example of his practical jokes was his pileting .
the court travelling on horseback across Fox River. The river
wae in flood running wild across the prairies, the roads under
water, all land marks obliterated. The travellemthroughly

bewildsred,asked one another how in the world they were to

oross, for enn_thoy suppesed they must. There was only
one way, Lincoln said. They must strip, tie their clothes in
! & bundle to the back of their saddles andswim for it. Whatever
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Lj& objections may have been raised were overeruled and M i n TS %
Lé prepared and started on Sheir swinm, Lincoln .at the MOI' : g i
- the ridiculous nudist group. For an hour Sheir horses. *
;: ' waded through water which never reached the stirzups, nduhe i
:; : they saw they were npmnhlu a town seen they :mxnu “ _“1?1
3 ~ was their town, To reach it it had not been necessary to _,
:\:2 oeross Fox River, something knot_lgf..m the first to m
@ He had played a trick which set the whols ciroult Feoking with “
E | '
C‘: . This tmorpmnmaonummmn-n' %
§ for many years thc most popular divereion of the bar in m - ﬂ;{%
jg pioneer am&t ies of the West and South, Altogether the *
@: ‘ most complete authentic and amusing picture of it is %o be 5
E found in Baldwin's, *"Flush Times in Alabama,” first published "‘
\ H:g ~ in 1853, Lincoln owned the boek = the very copy which he |

\:\_ carried with him on the Cirouit being mow in the uumu'-

q%_ ' of Honorable Henry Horner, Governmer of Illinois. ‘ A

i{ "The Flush Timos® of which Baldwin wrote belonged

E in the 1830's, but the types which he caricatured still |
9 ' flourished but slightly modified. Lincoln doubtless could ‘

a have named their counterparts in every county sest of | o

UE Illinois where he practiced, something which made the

e '

ot extravaganza. the more relished,

?




U8 | : . It was a motley orowd of m.. and “.‘ e
S bags which Baldwin presented. There was the W e

iy Ovid Bolin, Beqs, Whe "lied from the Arresistable A7

‘and a disinterested love of the art;® there was g...“ II I

g

g a free libeller who poured out "demij ohns of vitumttha"
and "could look more sarcasm than W else could
N there was Paul Beechim of Tennessee, "assiducus in "'." o RO,
o~ cultivation of manners,” who finding himself at the n. o
o ' in New Orleans took pains to show his familiarity with

= clegant table stiquetts by stirring his ewleup pinsaswie ln
-53_ : the water of hie fingor bowl and eating it with his tm ]

= there was J. Tallabola -mnmm-unmnhtoum

18 in his career without telling an snecdote.® As time went m -
o gradually settled on a particular story which he tmm-
o the case,until it "got to be a necessity of speech.”

o To hoist these ridiculous gentlemen on m

O ‘ own petards was the finest s t of the h\‘onu and eI
@ unprqtonuéu menbers of the Bar and "Flush Times" is Mm ._
its tales of how it was done,. 5
A Lincoln's favorite in the collection was i
e -mumc Story® as told by Cave Burton, Sig.s of :
[u _ "m.uu Oon his nmutn caldked him from his intes
) _ of his own former grandeur, distinguished mm
assoolations and above all his remarkable mm“




%o settle ite score of boredom and uuut uth m. hw

Mobile and the Judge and all the lawyers in town had

cave ma mot enly a tireless and ebastie |
tal&u but a monstrous glutton. *You might “w m o A
but you could never subdue his appetite.® It e e
that the day would come when Bench and Bar would m

B 5
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came one Christmas « & frolic at the town tavern. : .3:."'
Three barrels of oysters, a lﬂ““ ll‘ m
whiskey and & bex of lemons had come up the River m Sy

for a supper. In the company was Cave,from whose hitt l‘
making way with five times his share of supper they mm
suffered. !‘!’- was the Judge, himself, who declared that m
time had come to teach him a lesson and suggested how it m
be done.

Cave had one story which he delighted in uum
above all others, since it gave the mmn opportunity to |
magnify his pom as an orator. It \ln known as the, w“ ‘
Story."” and it was this story which the Judge begged while M |
were waiting for the oysters to be opened and cookeds 4

Cave's J.cn of an audience made him m ll‘

he was soon .uuunhod on. ranbling account Qtth“qn
for breach of promise « of the pawties to it « of ﬂlﬂ
legal 1ights with whom he was mssocietied and of the Judge
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QE; along vith various detours which had mothing u “ m ¥

g ‘anybedy or anything. nnm.y he resched the poimt m ne v

IL___: _ always lost count of time and ciroumstance  his l-;-.- b ~ i

i;j poverful final plea. | i

.ST sommthotmtomm.m

T  Gave, that the Court Room was packed and the Judge was

E : »um to order doors and windows loocked uuun Sl "

:é— exoited orowd milling without,.

I% Above the oouﬂm.tw.iwm“..

:g - Angered at the thought that they were missing his m _
E_lj piece of eloquence they attempted to break jail. AlL W -
& succesded in doing was knocking down the yards of heavy Stoves e
'o(gl pipe wiich ran the uuth of the room. It fell in M“ﬂ

l&?  with an awful clatter at a dramatic point in Cave's nm.

E *1 had prepared the nudlmo for a mm:qu. said Ol’nn ;

*and this coming as it did had an awful ‘effect.” But m
was to come. The commotion above had loosensd She uum
plaltor of the Court Room and it bopn to drop in big
sections. It brought down the cm«uor. knosked the M
out of his box, terrorized the audience. erul of, *
thmk-.' arose and bedlam tounlt in the WM
The pipe gone, smoke -4-' pouring ‘ﬂl M i

upper windows. The fire department was called mmm




. throwing streams of water on the seresching, #q:
S locked in the Court Roome
i In preparing the way for his M
= nad stopped at intervals $o msk about the oysters m‘u
e be told they were not ready, but as he came to the .m
" of his tale he lost himself entirely, 'made no W
1 failed to notice that at regular intervals a couple u' m

op audience loﬂ the room, were gone for a comm

- returned and two more slipped out. It was not unt ‘of )
g ' thm returning smacked his 1ipe and said in a vom WM
i that of the story teilem tiat he had never tmu m ste

o in his 1ife that Cave came to, : : | '
& ! "Oysters,® he oried, "are the aoysters yee

b and began shouting for dosens of raws, of roasts , .:.“u
= to be brought him, only to be teld by the waiter, i
'Wo Mare Cave, dey's all m dis w ”,

de gen'man eat ebery one,"

The ;uu of Lincoln's copy of "Flush l‘w
show how often he must have read the Rarthquake mu “
his friends, or passed it on that they might resd it m
themselves, G

 They 1iked it particulariy no doubt because
was so good an example of the way they Mm '



these of Sheir numbers who made nuisances ol’ MM
Another fora of u«uu?/ those whose

manners were obnoxious as well as those scoial ‘and

political rivals who were regarded as humbugs, was m

anonymous comeunication to the newspapers ridiouling thl : Sl

objestionable person. Lincoln st one time mu“ .
series of such lettems,signed Aunt Rebecca, aimed at & ok

political opponent whose Yiswe he disliked. A m .g w e

young women, one of them his Muo wifey ary M tm ”

the series undar his nom de plume when he laid it u-.

ridiculing the philandering propensities of the untlm.

A8 there were no libel laws to protect m i

victin of such sttacks there was mothing for him to do bub

thrash lu- toruntor or challenge him, Lincoln's vuth -mn '
the latter and the duel was all but fought to the great m |
of his growing political prestige, Mue bctu one of W

pruuon Illinois was at the moment trying to wipe out
by statuta. It was his first severe loucu that thl M-

making which had done so much for him, both puunu; and ]

professionally, could be carried too far. It was the be
~of a restraint in his handling of tlu comie which in m
following years became moruitnm marked.

.




By the time he was ready for the m m e

with lto’hon Douglas, the /debates which mm m

_politieally to the nunuy. the practical joke, the m 7
for the sake of the story,; the long satirical umtmm.,i'

to the newspaper, the d.ouun. m u.nppund from his
technique. He had learned the value of esonomy u’ 'M
worde and of acte h wit as in reasoning. '

By the time he had reached the White namm
humor was a finished product, used instinetively as a ml

in handling men and situations. This shows th

in hie use of the story. Ilis repertoire of stories u&m'
facility of which he adapted and uloru them were m
as full as any man in the count®y. Certainly no mw |
oarried such a collection to the White House.

Where did he get them people wondereds He

had drawn on the rural supply of every pioneer community im

which he had lived from boyhood up and apparently never

forgot one or where it came from. Xnowing his love of
stories men brought them to him, . » '.nua.!\ twt to mx

that to uaooxa' ‘'was every man's mental and lm Mﬂ

and Lincoin, himself, never forgot to ask a friend Le Wl

seen for m time~ ™ stories?"®




=

= - Not only was he a tireless collector; he wus
%Ll: ~ an inveterate reader of what was called in his tt-_..',‘ S
E *Punny Books.® Back in Indiana he and his friends had read i
i in the woods on Sunday afternoons one of the oumluﬁ! '.
(3?_ ._ books to find its way into this country t’r- England, |
S "quinn's Jests, or the Facetious Man's Companion,* umwu
= very mauuvmmumuunu-tommm
<j ‘ it today, though Tom Lincoln would probably have thrashed :
Eli m-un.nm-.uummmuunmmm
8 book,

@ Later it was "Flush Times," -rhunma* vy
o one John Phoenix, Squibe, "Artemus Ward,® "The nuw mnu'

*Hood's Poems® « any collection he gould get his hands m— e
Lincoln's interest in funny books,carried over inte the W.
was very like Roosevelt's and Wilson's interest in new u-m-n.

R T ot e i

Herbert Hoover's in new detestive stories. In all of ﬂlﬂ |
cases they were n:lnuu from strain « invitations to m. - ‘
It is interesting to note that those who m
with him over these books often remarked,as did the rafte
builders with whom he worked on the Bnm-on'. that ho anl |

his enjoyment of Ih-t he was telling or m:nc 'lu m
than the thing itself,




- John Hay piectures him coming long lﬁ&
midnight one night into the office where he and !t&w
were still at work, with a volume of loed in his hand u " :
show them the little caricature, "An Unfortunate Beeeing®;
'lintnm utterly unconscious,® says Hay, "that houth Iu :
short .un_mm. about his long legs, and setting out
behind like the tail feathers of an enormous ostrich, was
infinitely funnier than anything in the book he was laughing
at.” | -

A8 Lincoln's love of stories became generally
knewn clever publishers both here and in England
took to orediting items in their collections to him «
naming books after him, There are several titles M&I‘ |
his name or crediting something of their contents to him,
There was, "0ld Abe's Jokes," shich Momcd on ite title
page that it was, *Fresh from Abrahan's Bosom, contdining
all issues exgepting the greenbacks to call in some of whieh
this book is fssued.®

Two -‘editions of Kempt's, "American Joe Miller,*
were published in London in '65, containing many stories _
attributed to Lincoln. The first volume appeared in January,
the other came after his sssassination and the editor has Ml
touching tribute in his Preface to Lincoln.

Ll
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0 *8ince the first appearance of this m Wt s
e an event little dreamt of, because of its very Jene “ el Sl s
D gigantic atroeity, has convulsed America with

< indignation, and shouked the whole eivilized worlde m
= Compiler trusts that it may net be regarded as omt of pk
even in the pages of a jestebook, to allude o the peoul:

1) - painful ocourrence which has deprived the United of one,

b mmnmmmsnmu.mmmmm:g

S greatest President. Iut the name of Abraham Lincoln 8o o :

2 - frequently ocours in the follewing pages, and the A
b has reason to know that the success which they have met mu e
= in no small measure due to the Lincolniana scattered t Al hpli
o the volume, that it might be deemed a strange omission were :
2 no mention made here of the sad circumstances of the late |
[y President's deatii, Consulting his own individual any |
s the Compiler must confess that, since the demand for &ﬂﬁ

g edition of this collection affords him an opportunity teo i

& include himself among the myriad admirers of President m.“ s
e hohuautmwoplmuatn«nplyuguthmm* D
p 4 QT

=8 It would be idle to suppose that m ‘the um

@) e

e attridbuted to Lincoln in these jeet books or those m

Joml |

©0 were retailed and have found their way into our um‘

s

b ever passed his mouth. Buch a story teller as h. was hm

s & legend. The tale gains by attaching his nnnlo WO
latest,” was often no doubt something Lincoln had uovw M o
Even certain stories told of him which one would llk. to mm . '
were his because of their peculiar aptness are doubtful. M

ie that perfect answer that he is said to have made to the

anxious citisons who came to him to tou him that m m
"Could you tell me the brand of the um n |

uses? I would like to send a barrel to some of my other




Major Dekext, whe organised the

_ telegraph and used often to see um 4in t"
in mlﬂou onan asked him if the story was tm.
It would have been very good if he m

1t, repiied Lincoln, but he did mot, He supposed 4% 1
charged to him to give it ourrency. '
| *The original of the story, he went om, "W
in King George's time; bitter complaints were -ﬂw
King against General Wolfe. It was charged. that u'm,
"Well,® sald the King, "I wish he u-u ”

of my other Generals then.®

Not only are many -to'ﬂn nuw_ Att]
to him, but undoubtedly many of theee which did M
with him sre told by different writers in such um

that ouo may almost doubt that they are Lincoln's, but
that as in the case of the Grant story were credited ttlﬂh
give them currencye. e

Yor instance that wery good boot m
story, Oul Schurz tells in hie Reminiscences, Am,
him an Englishman traveling in this ocmry ealled u'_m




I have heard with moaxmuu' he -u.
*that genthemen in Anerica blask their own bootss®
*That is true," said ¥r, Lincoln, M ‘t
not gentlemen in your countr; do that?®
"lloy certainly not," the xngnm ﬂm
-'nn.' said Mr. Linooln, 'hhm boet e u w

blacke®

The more Somaon versien places the dum
in the White House where Charles Sumner coming in on Li i
polishing his boots exclaimed, *Way, Mr. Lincoln, do you

black your own boota?"®
S "Yes, whose boots should I black?®

!'h. public delighted in the story because tt b
proved his homely ways, S0 like thur own, showed hh m |
spoiled by new assoolations, Whether it wes mtmu or m
matteredmt a whit to thems It was l.!.ko-hllo

~ They accepted the Grant story because it so
perfectly illustrated whaut they had come Lo see n- ‘his -[
with men. He selected thew for what he believed they Qﬂm

do and no bad habit, weakness, irritating quality, M

his support so long as they were making their QMIM o1
and when he found that they were in dauger of neutralisin
usefulness by some "way® the public disliked mm




by oﬂuu and men, one of the most abusive of Wb

the new currency. They seemed to feel that tt was W

There was Stanton, uunsho, W‘ . T

eritics « and a Democrat, Why did he keep him sm ﬁ
War? uuro was OGreeley with his destructive, mum
outbreaks. Why did not Lineoln !.'um themy llilll m m
too uumm to the cause to be diannud mn. both &

had large fononnau that At would be ton: to rish

He had a ltory to oxpwn his patience « l _
story laid out ult of course. A meek and h.npm m
was one day publlo-ly whipped out of the house by his m
A friend protested, . :

sWhy did you permit her %o set in this
duwom fashion? You should have horseswhipped M*

"Noy no,* sald the man, "t uﬁn't ‘hurt e w |

md'you have noilea what power and good it did her.®

Llnooln could use soripture to fix a mm i
explain an aot, oxpou huubuggery, with the ease and w |
of his stories. When the decision to issue GMM hed
been made the Cabinet devated solemnly whether or not N o
motte on its hard mmy. "In God we t.runt' should oe m q

tooMto;&Mtowmnow¢



_G_

-.-.Iko‘ ¥r. Lincoln to inspect tln worke

Lincoln listened mnd finally satd quizsedl
"w not say, 't8ilver and geldhave & none, but “M
s tve D mokm thee,'® ‘
Quite as quickewitted was an appeal te 'm
hlm" wvhen oalled upon to explain tho .msm lf _:t
man to an important post who had been concerned umu

¥ar in & radical organisation bordering on uu_itu..__ ™y
aluil.d such a man be recognized? ‘ e
 wHe did behave ugly, didn't he?® Mr, m i
said when protests were brought him. “But I have uum
llth.t“: for appointing him. When Moses was on llﬁl '
getting a -m-un for mca. Aaron was at the foot nt “

S e 0
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mountain setting up a false Go‘. but Aaron got his cm
Just the same,®
Some of his most nﬂmlve vn. most

adaptation of noun wa® horn of his mulmn u h., s
fooled or let others be fooleds Wiat was the thing ...; “, '
that was vital in oarrying on pro.imﬂ Goneral m v
this nory of the fortifying of Washington by ncz.m. N i
undertaken in 1862, when there was great mu&m mm

When the work wae omno m




S

*Why,” asked Mr., Lincoln, “"are the fortifications to iﬁ
North so extensive?® nwzoum replied, ‘M i W " -
chance the enemy got behind Washington there -nu ve m ;
Fort to defend it. - -,5~.-.~;:"i
*That reminds me,* said Mr, Linoolnm, -u". e
cinun!.on we once had in the Moot Court in m i
'Why do men have breaste?' After many evenings m m
Judge decided, that if under any owm. m
fortuitous, or by any chance or freak, no matter of “
nature or by what cause, a man should have swthmm

be the breasts to nurse it,"
The breasts of a man always amused Mr, M

In one of his best sallies at Stanton he used them as & ﬂm

This was when the Merrimss first began its career along the

coast and there was terror in Washington lest she muﬂ' e

Potomae and destroy Washington, it.‘u Secretary of m W’

Mr. Vells, felt sure she could never ¢ross the river MI. but

Secretary Stanton was so alarmed that he got the lolum Ql’ .

Lincoln to wink sixty or seventy canal boats loaded '“h i

stone aoross the ohunml. The Nonitor had settled the m ﬂ

the Merrimao, however, before it -m any »t.ﬂ h m i

Vashington. A few weeke later when the President was uiu L

way down the river with a party including Stenten illl

line of ‘canal boats attracted his attentiom.




LA _ *That is nmw. Im;‘ m\, -
"!t L- as nnna as the pape of a m u #
'Huymb--m mvtamuamxd.w-

nothing for service."

e | 1t was o cleracteristic of his
to be ron« that he mud even 3&0 M n

: mnha which he, h&uu:lt. npﬁni.

3nu14 have to be ik
dmunn of its opponent, llmm' the m n

he once saw 'bctnen_. two drunken men, he uus:_ ke
with their coate on, but when exhausted Mu
had fought hinself into the cost of m m:m
~ @ood m as ur, !.huu'n
mm- usually are my wu;l. often
f*.u felt mmmdm;'




w and then ran away from him,"

Looking dewn on the mm “

Potomnc, after the retrest from the Battle of M_’ .

u“ to a friend, : T

"gat ie trum- “Whyy Mre :.mnn' 'm

man npuod. *it 18 the W of the Potomac." ‘

~said Sion'tmu.-'yu‘ are wrong 1t is General |
e m’rﬂ.i ke e



1man¢ were not worth the um on uu.u m"
in the new, One such that Mm: tells M‘ m
was dmu-c upon a Tow or mnnon -mm
.luc. nuu:ho had an audience uth the Pre
lmnu he presented hls family tres. n. "
to him W!ll.

*That need mt trclhh Mt' M

the !rutdcnt could have meant by so umo a

"Bes heve,® said Lincoln %o & ntlems
bogasd & BrigadierGaneralehtp for  friend. pes.
:ou'ﬂ a farmer, suppose you had & large mwu
all sorts of cattle, qou. oxen and ‘
and selling and disposing of the eows mdm
care of your bulls; by and by you would find m
but & yard full of old bnu.-. g00d for mothing 1
Mow 1t w111 be Just so with the w u :‘w'
nummmx-.' |




--'umu mn. “where has u ;mw
T will tou :m.* mpmd Ittn
hn mno to ut-

whole, thm was adnirable ummt&w 'tti ﬂn
the om:. Var h,y financlal ma lmtm» m m

'ﬂws mm more i.ntcrnhd !.n nﬂm
mtu the tfnsou-

e




*There 1! another text,® Mr. Linceln

"Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles h
when a group of New York City's um m i
gathered in his office begeing that he send & gun bost
to protoql their millions from the raids ¢f Southern
gun_boats, he said pitylessiy. i
-nxmonnuummmmm
u&n‘uxnomm!'dmuammt. '
l'nlun-utamumm“__ _
humor more potently for the public goed than Abyaham Ma | |
He used it for that, first of all duties of the one in m, 2

kuptnc himself sane, responsive, discerning.
He knew, nobody better, how mu llku ‘

new man of one. He knew he needed 1t himself, hﬂtﬂiﬁ
men about him needed it; needed it for their ltc-dl m

ununfntho moorummmmmmm Vil

' It is quite mhbh he got a certain M; '

' from sdministering his tonic as he d1d regularly and mm g

fully to men some of whom resented nuunhn“hﬂ

insisted on their taking a dose of ocaster oil.







