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October 9, 19286

¥r. William Fortune RN
Indianapolis, Ind.

My dear MMr. Fortune:

It is a long time since I have written
you a Lincoln letter though I have had onein mind for a number of
months. The only thing tunat has kept it back is that I have been
laboring with a Life of Judge Gary - a more difficult task than
I realized when I undertook it. It is just leaving my hands now,
however, and I am turning, as I always do after a siege in business
history, to the relief I find in Lincoln work.

And this 1s what [ want to ask you about. As I think you
know, I have nevar oeen satisfied witn wnat nas been done on Southe
western Indiana - certainly not what I have done. The limitations
of my last book « the book te which you contributed so nuch « were
such tnat I did not do there what I long had in mind, and that is
to give a pvetter idea of the influences under which the boy Lincoln -
came. I am quite convinced that there was a good deal more in the
air than biographere have realized, or at least presented. The
work that the Historical Society of Indiana has done has been vexry
suggestive to me.

When I had the pleasure of last seeing you here in lew
York with the Rices, you tcld me that your notees ‘made so long ago
and which at the time I was writing my book you could not lay your
hands on, had been found. I think you told me, though of that I
am not clear that you turned them over to ur’' bLeveridge. I am
wondering if there is any reason why I should-not read them « une
less, indeed, you have some speclal plans for their publication.
They would be, I know,agreat help to me. At any rate, in the
article which I am contemplating, I want to use the material about
Quinns' Jester which you gave me, of course crediting it entirely
to you for you started me on the search into tuat kind of literature,
waich, I think, is going to make an interesting section in ny proe
posed artiole, for it is an article not a book. I have in m&nd
something that might be suitavle for tane Atlantic Monthly.

What do you thiunk ol tne idea, dear Lr, Portune? An{?
you approve, have you auny suggestions? I shall be veay ala'
from you about it.




I hope you and kKrs., Lilly are both very
rather sad news from the Rices » I have no doubt t
from Alice, They had a miserable summer. They had ¥
Alice's mother, to Colorado, hoping that the air would h
“the altitude was too high and she nearly died before.
herhome. It was a ghastly journey, I take it, from what t
me. I cannot bear to think of trouble coming to Alice fice
her one of the sweetest and bravest women I have known -and
had so many hard burdens to carry that it quite breaks my
think cof her having another. .

With all good wishes, believe me




