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BRABARABHERS

A man who leads a people safely through a
period of war and danger runs slways the risk of
becoming blurred by tradition until he is 1ittle
‘better than o myth. His proportions become those
of the half-god, huge, dim and mnumr. n.

mind is endowed with supernatural mxm “‘*m

acts are mysterious. He ceases to de ome of us
and becomes a fabulous personage that you cammot
#it down comfortably with and study om something

| uh an equal footing., It is never man to mam
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= with a hero, He is not a man, He is a myth.

~ There is an interesting psychology involved
in this curious fact. It is easier to let the
imagination play on a career than to tqru its
facts. Ve understand facts so poorly - we dread
S0 their imexorable logie. Ve are so inelimed to

underestimate vhat is and overestimate what might

;fe;- be., TFamey is so much dearer to us - and easier
Tl | " |

'L;l for us than reason - that we gradually elevate owr
L 4

1= ‘ ‘
gr _ hero out of our own ranks until we have him seated

o in Olympus or vuﬂ'lu, according &s our learnings

 are Greek or Teutonie.
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- Then, too,/when any one who achieves more

m&potwﬁnﬁnm : -m.m-
selves for our non-achievement by cﬂm him with
special qualities - special opportm.uu - special
guardianship. He is a genius -~ a favorite of the
p&-nmamr. He is lucky. Kipling hits
off this mmm makes Sir Anthony Gloster
say h mhlni' his oarnr';

"I didn't begin with askings, I took my

Job and I stuck! And I took the chances they

wouldn't; an' now they are callimg it luck."

This is the tendency always inm regard to a
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= 'ouroqr of great moment to the world -~ to attribute

= ' 4t to something beyond ordinary humem efforts and

3

= processes - to ascribe it to Destiny - Fate - Luck.
5 | KR

g{,"}' Ever since Abraham Lincoln's tragic death
O

= there has been a growing tendemey to mki a hero

£ and & myth of him. Mem early said that there was
= a mystery sboug his blrﬁ = that he was the ‘IQI of
&~ an unknows but highly endowed father. A nonsensi-
(.  eal elafm witk no foundation but Ml.q“jzm
O the paremtage of Linecoln is far more fully bulwark-

G ed by qoouments than is customary im pin«r
W do wads {x%d‘-&"

no&hg his years of
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= said he was "r-:lm‘:p'to\unthonmtry,m
-n@umxm, and when he lﬂlulymkﬂloq
at the very moment of peace - a whole people Wﬂ
on its Imees, ncbn-oh_smtamt, a
Priest, a Guide.

Now without denying the value to & people
of a gallery of demi-gode, I do contend that as far

as Abrahem Lincoln is concermed he is eminently

more valuable to this people urmr-d&, and
studied as & man 1ike the rest of us. A man of

(i  high qualities, no doubt, but of qualities commen

in some degree to us all.
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His endowment was a mﬂ:lonl:‘ American en-
dowment -~ good semse, shrewiness, directnmess, a
love of fair play, kindliness, and a touch of mys~
ticism. The difference between him and most men
S e 9. s quality of emdowment than &M
methods he ﬂﬂl in developing his endowments. I
lnnﬁy know a character im higtory myself whom 4t
is more patisfactory fo study, for there never was
‘ atlure s ™
g more logical career - one whose actions was more

directly and inevitably the result of the conscious

and deliberate operations of the mind and heart.

It is not necessary to go far afield to




0o (7
= search for the clue to Abraham Lincoln's life.

-° It stares us in the face in every human document

= orhhru-hia boyhood up -~ an emormous interest

5 in everything which came within h:l- range, m,

C  faets, ideas, coupled with a passion to understand,
£f]/ In any community the mimd that does more tham d
S e B s o “.%WVW
&~ rare. All the majority of us do is to take what
oz 1s put into our -ninu and hands by others. _Teo
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e ‘ask at each utn. why, why, W- Mm
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S the insistent “why" are met with the authentis |
> "don't ask questions",until curiosity is dlinded

= and they join the unthinking crowd. In the

&y humble community into which Lincoln was bcn‘.m

o was the @estioning, serious, prying, unﬂl{”ﬂ

= mind. A more unpromising field for a mind to

< - bite om it would be hard to conmceive. fhoro in

>  what we call a god-forsaken land, so dreary and

(¢ vmfruitful it seems - in & log cabin - with not

over a half dosen )ooh in it, with no teachers,

except itimerant school masters, under the strain

of severe physical toil to support daily 1ife,
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= without comtact with educated persons, and with mo
& ‘-tmuug opportunities, Abraham Lineoln fami-

= 14ariged himself with the laws of nature, learned
e the essential rudiments of mathematics and of eivil
9 w, became saturated un;% the

e greatest English poetry, learmed the seerets of

— meeting men of all elasses on egual grounds and of
:* interesting and swaying them, '

i 8 - _ ‘ acq

. a mastery of English pm*@nu:lon at once indi-
;.LF vidual and ;ln-t, one that by gemeral concession

of opinion places him among the masters of English




putting it together, making it his in its faects,

its spirit, its temdencies. His early schoolmates
who have left their impressions of him imvariably
lp_oat of his persistency in getting to the bottom
ér m_blm, his emergy in conmitting to memory
the contents of the books which came in his way,
his zeal in hunting books, borrowing and reading
th-. .0' of his father's standing oq:luu_t.
was the boy's habit of dropping his work to talk

with a chance traveller, his instance in taking

i
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o pm in the neighborhood discussions and his re-
" morseless pinning down of everybody to explain

< what they meant. That was what he was always and
d  etermally after - what s v .
= meant. He grappled problems as if they were eme-
= mies on mu overthrow his life depended. He
walked the noqr'tﬂnth-ntmh the furrews
with them by day - unresisting until he saw light.
He must not on)y understand it, "see it" as we say,

thhtrmuuu.muumuhm

" mind - placed where it belonged im his mind - in

relation to other ideas amd facts. I believe that
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= Lincoln had the same momty'wm'otm

Q@ order that many people have for physical order -

= mental slovenliness was & discomfort and husilistion
& #0 him as m."u having the buttoms off the coat,
= mrmm.mwnbmym_uu

= pmmwrttomtofu.lkmm

. ides or fast soquired was adjusted to what was
already in his storehouse, he realized more and .

= more the effect of new knowledge - the necessity
for it.- The result was he was always a student

‘%o the day of his death, always looking for the

mew knowledge, which would correct the old.

-




o When Lincoln had arrived at a satisfactory

= understanding he must put his emluﬂ.pu into
= : \
‘ words. He seems, somehow,to have felt that the

Mouutu‘l. process whleh was n | j in-

Al S, 2 ag ek

owloto.ﬁ scholarship for him, what he

believed he must say and he must say 1t so any
lﬁa-. any boy, could understand it. Unless he

~ eowla make it clear to others he felt that, after
all, the idea was not conquered, not yet really
his. Hemce he was always tryiu mt he had
vomd out on others - mmuu things to them -

T celurn

tmhg thoir indolent intellects, threwgheut—liis
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= of quickly mastering difficult mbjo.ctn. Take the

&_ Tamidier-story of Niz Wastery of W

= Linecln-was twentysthree years old.
e ;

F To a friend who asked him once how he had
T um his pure style he n.u "When a mere

c¢hild, I used to get irritated when anybody talked
SEA tome in a way I could not understand. I do not
‘think that I. ever got angry at anything else in my
2ife; but tnat always disturbed my temper, and has

ever gince. I can remember going to my little
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i bedroom, after hearimg the neighbors talk of an
B evening with my father, and spending no small part
= of the night walking up and down and trying to make
e out vhat wag the exmct meaning of some of their, to
= me, dark sayings.

"I couid not sleep, when I got om such a
hunt for an idea until I had ocaught it; and when
I thought I had got it, I was not satisfied until
I had repeated it over and over; until I had put
1# in language plain emough, as I ‘thought, for any-
boy to cemprehend. This was a kinmd ormdn

with me, and it has stuck by me; for I am never
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¢asy now, when I am handling a thought, til1l1 I have
bounded it morth and bounded it south, and bounded
it east and bounded it west."

This passion for clear expression grew om
him. The simplest words, the fewest, was his aim.
rvmaw. undigested material, techmicalities,
slwys irritated him. A bulky report weighed
down with these faults was omce handed him. Why
can't an investigating committee use s little com-
mon pense, he said. If I send a man to find out
m [ 1 horu.tor_ me, I expeot him to hn no that

horse's points, not how many hairs he has on his

e,
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Om‘iavnnblo result to Lincoln of @1’-‘

continued u'rort to understand and to pu_t his

7 cm&otllon inte plain language was the courage and

confidence it gave him to_uttuk any new su\:ﬁt
méh he meeded to kmow.  When he first decided
to enter publiec ,nr- he was only twenty-three years
old. Up to that time he had been little more thanm
@ 'Ju_!k-.of-n:l trades, as far as employments was
concerned, but he was smbitious. He had studied
carefully the so-called great men of his commnities

= the lawyers, preachers, State Assemblymen - trying

~
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S to discover their secret, to make up his mind ﬁt
= there was about them, if anything, which was not

o within his reach. He comcluded there was nothing
= Shall.  Be eeula, AT 2o worked, 86 a1l that they

~8e1lf as & candidate for the state legislature -

He would enmter politics, annoumce him-

those were the good old days before the congention
system, you will remember. A friend to whom he
umm his ambitions told him his English was toe
poor, that he did not understand Grammar.

But I can learn it, Lincoln said. The

- story of how he aid learnm it is r-uurm.

()
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study his letters and speeches to realisze. Out-

side of an cccasional blumder with shall and will
. there is but ome error in oo-itmtion to which
Lincoln was addicted throughout his life - he st
/Waye split|his infinitives. M i
2 W

Dr: Bateman of Illimois, the

‘tendent of Bducation im 1860, omce told me that

when Lincoln had finished his letter accepting the
_momination to the presidemcy he brought it to him
I %o correct. ILimcolm had writtesm im regard to the

platform adopted - It shall be my care “to mot
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violate or disregard it im any part."

e SRS

Dr. Bateman nuoutod‘ that to m yviolate
was imt. Lineoln looked at the mo‘ a
moment and said in & pusaled way, °"So you thimk I
| Lottvr turn those two 1little fellows end for end,
40 you?® The correction was made for im the letter

of acoeptamce as printed the "two little fellows" -




ﬁ.“‘f‘i slavery question, his mind was

@ wmmmds astualipad, K _:_!e‘fﬁ'
mnﬂrmu. !hnﬂu-tﬁol s whiel

between 18564 and his electiom im

mcm. must be counted, I think, as
m,.ﬁ' Ak
ir M the greatest, z-tonnm Teat any
| M Ne |
~ Ameriecan has): 1 The process by which he

I\ 4
study of every ome who aims $6 develop his imtelleot

: to its full capacity, to train himself to exmct




—~  thinking and to sound comelusions.

) To begin with, the -.n saturated himself

i with his m.juti The very essential of any great
L imtellectual performance. He studied it, handled
@ 4%, lived with it untid lu gradually constructed an
. argument which was practically flawless. He was
= 1ike a master builder putting up the rr-om of a
great building. Every timber fits, every nail goes
into the exmet spot where it is needed and no use-
less nail is mﬁn. no piecing out, no defective
material., It is a .tn‘., nl;-prcportiuo‘,

sound framework. Sysi=maa Lincoln's argument in
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= his anti-slavery addresses and 1-ttoum; ‘sound
WMtntmnmm, no subtility of
u'g-ut, no brutality of attack om Doublas' part
oot marsan in ) Uiy 5fwd;‘
s ,{ Lfhuamin
' £ He not utuntu himself with his sub-

Jeet, but he was never satisfied that he kmew it

= all - never satisfied that he had presented it im

the best way. He used to say that he could mever

4z make the same speech twice, that the subject con-
O - stantly was taking on new meaning - new signifi-
¢  eamee. It was that which gave imrou:lg fresh-

{5 mess te his handling of the guestion. His mind
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ey was never allowed to get stale by incessantly re-
5 peating that with which it was thoroughly familiar.
= On the contrary, it was kept alive and stimulated |
o by the addition of the new to the weeld - that is,

Re-

= he had the growing mind. Tieovene—that monau(d

= that no matter how much we know on a subject we

& never kmow it all, thtnﬁﬁr;otmm i
&> helf the truth do the best we can. One of the

<) most conspicuous differemces between Lincoln and

@) Douglas in their debates was rlcht there. Douglas'

1k : e

e Sl —ha ki ladl and he 61—

8 nntor, became stale.

This is made particularly clear by cemparing
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the way the two men treated fresh objectioms, facts
or arguments. Lincoln tackled them promptly with

sest and sincerity - welcomed them. m

T I i M?
evaded or ridiculed, t;n withi-a violent puuo.,

S o
B, ES L

M forced to motice an umexpected p“n% The
ome man was working his mind, the other was relying
on the work he had dome in the past.

This eagerness for mew ideas, mew light,

new material, was a source ormmu
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listened to oﬁw
man, argued uth_ every man, examimed every man's e
pupou.. tested his opinions by every un'p. There
was much fretting in Washingtom because he saw so
many people, but he persisted. I Ia‘ hio‘ open office
he got what he called his “"public opinionm uti--,
the refreshment and correction of points of view
which he believed essential tohup:_lu his mind
informed and alive.

But if so ready to listen to the advice and

judgments of others he was the hardest of men to

i
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move, when he had i‘ueh“ a conmclusion. His con-
Ql“iOI*l the result of so much close and patient

study that they were u'_t_grtt held tenaciously.

§f Indped Lincoln) would always give up any temporary. {0

advantage in politics rather than yield an QM.I..
which he was convinced was correct. The most im-
portant thing to his mind was that the o@try
should think right. It was his business befors
811 to help her think right. If he believed a
jwﬁ-no Sie sus Be st be AFen 50 Shet

ovuustontmmm-mmm

thing they were working for at the moment. There




are two Mﬂp mutnum of this, the first
belongs to uu\ when in his debates with Douglas
he insisted on asking a certain question m ir
answered as everybody bo:.so;vod Douglas m answer

it, would loose him the election to the Semate of

| the United States, which he was contesting with

Douglas. Lincoln asked the questiom, and lost the

election, but he succeeded in getting the truth he
wanted before the people, and it was the recoge
nition of this truth and the fact that he stood

for it that wonm him the nominatiom to the presi-

9 .




(29)
In 1864 he 4id the same thing in regard te

the arart. It was the summer before Presidential

election. The war was at a stand still. The

country was m daily more discouraged and
consequently more dissatisfied with Lincoln. n-
saw there mtblonmoutpmh; of men. His
friends Desoupht him to wait until after the
election, .' draft would certainly defeat him.,

That does not matter, said Lincoln, we must lose
nothing even if I am defeated. I am quite willimg
the people should understand the issue., My re-

election will mean that the rebellion is to be




