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Miss Ida M, Tarbell,
New York City. .
My dear Miss Tarbell: As a former Prohibition editor and
one who retaing a lively interest in the development of the Prohitition
issue, T have written to the @ditor of Liberty mggazine a letter

commenting upon your article in the curreﬂtissue, and am sending you

a copy.

Respectfully, . R 2
Orrant/ M. Dnatanny,
Orrin H. Graham,

Pranklin, Pa,.
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There is no gquestion th.t I8a M, Tarbell, who has won &
distinguisghed nlace by her studies and writings on the sub jest of John
D. Rockefeller as well as upom the life and work of Abraham Lineolm
and upon other torics, exrresses & real .nnoty in her article, "Is
Prohibition Foreing a ‘Civil Wayr”

There is equally mo doubt that the guestion is comioc, Im
order that there may be a oivik war there must be tuo belligerens,
courageous forces to fight it, But in thias oase we have one only.
There is no doubt that millions will fight before they will see the
country dominated by a amall group of bootleggers bomm,. bred and trained
in the oriminal world, But on the other side you have only those wsho
are equally sure they etand for the most basSie of human righte
n:lhthut they want their wife's relatives to do the fighting for those
rights,

If you think t is too severe a charge, uprset it by naming
one courazeous, upratanding thing they have done in the 10 years they
have been givcn the chance, Vias it when they shot down, from ambush, -
s eme onast gusrd? Was it when they attacked, & hundred or so tp one,
some Prohibition officer in the discharge of his duty? Was it at tny
time in their campaign of skulking sbout in the darkness, holding
whispered and furtive congress with purvepyors of liquor, throwi
avay their "goods” on the aprnroach of officers, and lying ubontnft in
court after:arda® Was it when they took & oolnnonth to bring in &
verdi-t according to the evi:ence and all the time meant to asquit
no matter what the evidence? Or was it when they reaghed thest sublimity
oiﬁterun and derring-do sugzested by Mise ‘hrbel.:ﬂlmk themselves

he gutter who never drank before, gave to their sons, opened a
bar i their homes---uith due re;ard to seerstivencas and caution---and
obtained from some spigot or bunghole the laat libation uborty draun
fromthe heart that smigs and swigs in her cause?

Where, in all this resounding clatter about “personal
1ibexty” the deareat and most inalienable rights of mankind has
there- beenkhe stamp and certification of one worthy, red-blooded ceed?
Where is the wet Washington, Knsciusko, Marco Bosarris?
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Dr, Nicholas Murrey Butler flames and thunders about the intol=
erable marnner in whioch Probibition ie inveding the sacred fundamentals
of human liberty, how bloody tyramny flourishes over us and trails in
the dust the sacred flag of the forefathers, how the tocsin should be
gounded and the balefires lighted and every frosty-headed son of thunder
rally 'round the flag--and then gets into his l}mauainu rolls awnay to
his mansion and leaves the fighting to his wife s ralativaa,

No; there won & be any 0ivil war over !rohibition, Pwo parties
to.it you mmet have, Ope is ready to fight, if need be., The other

admits that it represeénts in our day the heroes and the martyrs of the 7

Blorjous past, and will never bow the knee while a eingle one of Uineks
wife 8 relatives remains, :

Miss Tarbell falis into grave error, anyhow, in estimating
the number there are who ‘view with inereasing indlgnation the
pxsxrxk righte of

b b

forays Prohibition is making against the innate &md
mankind, Let us to the fmcts and fisures,

AL

In our state of Pennaylvanis, several investigations and
comnitiee hearings ago, Mr.Williamd.Vare ran for United States Senatox
on an unequivoeal nersonal liberty platfomm, Incidentally he cxpended
such sizeable amounts of money that you would think now, if ever, he
wﬁul% bring out every personal liierty kmight, hind and yeoman there
is. He garried two counties out of 67-- though the Senate commitiee
asks to be shown whether he carried Fhiladelphia county-~for his slogan
of "give sn American his rights.," ¢ rallied to the standard of personal
liberty ONE 0U? OF S8IX of the voting population of Fennsylvania, so
fyozen is the old American spirit in our veins,

- Subtract from his vote the eriminal class--and let it be
diseourteously remembered that the oriminal class are all loyal and
enthueiasstic wets and’ soldlers in the last diteh on behalf of humen
r ghte if certainothers are, Subtract from his vote those who are only
automats in the Hands of the boss., Subtract the brewers and their followers
and nthers who have & personal stake in the matter end are not actuated
by thoughts of freeing mankind from despotism, Subtract those who are
wet be ause they are disgusted with th%gannnr in whieh the law haeg not
baag&mfaracﬂ by the Hepublican and Democratic parties., Subtract all the
tombstones, cate and dogs that swelled the eohorts of embaitled s
freedom as manifested in the Vare votie, and you have exaetly 00 out of
Qevery %@‘vgter&-iﬁ\?am&uy&?nu&a who Tlocked to the Vare banner actusted
by Preefom' s shriek, sang the Mayonnaise snd threw thelr sll on the altar
of holy FPreedom, ‘

Again, you have heard of the refercndum inflew York State
and how the wets earried it "two to one"™ ss they boastifully relate, But
you have not heard so much about the depressing fact that, with no
opposition whatever and with every bi: daily shedding ink without stint
they muetered WO OUT OF PIVE of the state s voting population to
resoue man' & dearest righta and hurl the usurper Prohibition from his
throng.

You heard of the elaborate straw vote eonducted by scores of
newspapcrs in unison end how, when all was said and done, OUE OUY OF NINE
of Ameriesan voters had aaugh% the torch thrown by those who had bravely
ghed the last drop of some keg or barrel and perished in the attempt.

That 18, there were one in nine if some d4idn't sit uwp nights clipping
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newspaper coupons snd voiing them (I voted eight myself) .

One out of nine! And if you make the deductions already
enumerated, you will find again in the newspaper pobl & demonstration
that inkmerica exactly 00 out of every 10 voters are ready to demonsirate
that in' them the sacred fires are not yet extinet.

) Po be sure, 697,735 last kogvember voted in Massachusetts
to ask Yongress for the ropeal of the 18th amendment, and Mise Tarbell
inadvertently shows where her sympathies lie by & gasp of admiration
that Messachusetts, late of Concord and Lexington, "is still Massachu-
settal _
How we find that the voting population of lMassachusetts
ia over 2,000,000, wWherefore, when the reincarnation of Paul Revere
gallored from Cape Cod to Hoosac he rallied ONi OUT CUF LHRES.

And let us now analyze the total and see what proportion pf it was
promnted by the sririt of liberty which, if unduly annoyed, riscs in
eivil wars Ve find it comnosed as follows:

The eriminal c¢lass=---pickpockets, race track touts, second
gtory men, 3%@QD‘O¢‘&Q?,?35. ’

Brewers, distillers and others financially interested in
the rereal of ProhibitioN....90,000,

Those disgusted mitﬁ the resulte of putting the biggest
distille~ in the United States ingharge of rrohibition enforeement with
Gilbert and Sulliven dead Bnd 0NGesesee 589,099,

Phose voting as they 8id becange of their love of hmman liberty
and sincere belief that Prohibition menaces itessesle

, Those of this last pumber willing to engage in civil war unless
their wife s relatives wonld be the onee to fall bleeding at every vein,..p0

: Mias Tarbbll cousels moderation, compromise, accommodation
of some kind, she knows not what, Let me unfold for you the history of
the Prohibition movement and show how utterly out of the guention is
everything of the kind, To state it in 8 nutshell:

The wets have, during nesrly a thousand years, rejected
every imaginable formpf moderation, compromise and accommodation prof-
fored by the dries, They have written it plain in the records of all
these decades and centuries that thelr phbjection ie not to Frohibitlion
laws on the subiect of the liguor traffie but to eny kind of lawe on
the subjieet of the ligquor traffie. Againl invite the cxtreme test---
that anyone neme one instance refuilng me, n't s hundred or a dozen, but
one, Where, in all the years since Noah started this, have the wels
lived up to any law on the subjeet of the liquor traffie, nojf matter
whether it was Frohibition or something else?

feg, that is water under thgﬂri&ga‘ But another fact isn't,
and that is the famt, known to everybody to be a fact, that the wetg--
nedsbler those who vend those who drink=-will not now, in our day,
f£or nne moment of time abide by and obey any restrietion or regulation
nf any kind imposed on the liguor traffic.

Their brazen demand is that the couniry lie down abjectly
and surrender unconditionally to every excess and license they wish to
exercise., In other wonds, the wets have both by their long history
and thelr present universally known and admitted attitude, made 1t
sleoar that they want & contest in which the winner tokes all,
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: And the Prohibitionists, after far more patience and tolerance
than snyone had & right to expecd, are going to see that they get 1t.

Palr about compromise! The wets have rejected it alvays and
refeot it now, and the dries have abandoned 1%t and made the situation
unanimous, . ; :

Don t be absurd and quake lest Civil War sticks out of that,
In the forme? time, there were countiess business-like, grim men who
took the thing personally and di@ not leave it to their wife's relajives
to do the fightipg fot the Bouthern Uonfedermcy. This time, you can t
rally a corporal s guard for the holy cause of personal & bibberty"even
vhen 8ll they ha¢ to do vas to place a mark on a ballot or & newspaper
eonpon, o ‘ i

'Yﬂm‘eanét?thaugh dared and badgered to do it, name one instance
in which their hedoism and daring and desire for the thanks of millions
yet tn be have risen above the level of a rendezvous down back of some
disputed pigpen with some outlaw fresh from the dens of vice and cerime.

How are these modern prototypes of the men of iron snd flame
in the past going to gear their heroic gouls to the work of defeating
the “rohibition laws? Let us go over the list of poseible ways.

, Piret, they might raise an army and openly resist the arrest
of bootleggers, But here I have stood and geoffed them, and flung hatred
and defiance into their teeth, and offered to quit the ficld in confusion
if they will point to one solitary indieation in their record that
they will do work of thie kind and not stand one pide and call upon
thelr wife's relatives to do it.

‘Phen, not having stomsch for anything so possibly moriunary
as that, the next thing they might txy to 4o is to get on the Jury
and lie with a stralght face when they take the oath, But in the happler
days to come the jJury commissionews will be Prohivitioniste and there
will he 12 of me on every jury.

If they aan%t zet their wife's relatives to fight %o keep
alive the flickering candle of liberty, and if they are barred from
perjuring themselvew 8o that they may set the bootlegger free, what can
they do? They might, like the worm in thc story sald he would do as
hie part toward revenging the aniral ereation upon the tyrant Man,
decide to "eat him after he is dead.”

Their every gun but that is spiked., There was the "no beer,
no work" strike, which went blooey when the lady of the house lay
sxxpaxxxaxfax  in wait for returning hubby, rolling pin in hand,
There was the boyoott of & Genera} of Marines becausey he punished &
breach of discipline commitifed in his presence by a drinking subore
dinate, whigh the same boycott has aprarently left the Xx&x 18th
amendment in the eonstitution,

There will be no difficulty in finding suitable slogans
fop Mies Tarbell's dreaded insurrectionary wet Army of Freedom, i
have not yet begun to booze-Light" readily su: gests itself, "My only
terms are wu e'mnishnul (hie) shurrender”, snd "Freedom shricked when
Konitsche went under the table™, "My only regret is that I have but one
life to give for iy cognac", and "Tom AND Jerry, now and forever, one
and inseparable,” Who.cannst visualize the wet General who will wave
his sword and say: "Y,nder are the Red “aven Splita; we must surround

them today or my wife's a Folliea “horus%?
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But there will be difficulties, tactieal difficulties for
wet stratezists to overcome, How will the eriminal elcment, who etand
just as barchesded under the stars as any other of these n'ble scions of
Preedom gantionad by Miss Tarbell, be kert in line if formed too near
gomehod ¥’ & chiclken coop? And what if some dry General, with devilish
eunning, should lay down on the wet line a barrege of demijohns Jjust
when a charge of romd-hecaded Methodists and Baptists is coming on?

Behold I show you a mystery: Wet writers have before them
the chronicles which show that the dry movement tried for well nigh
a thousand years to £ nd some way, through restriction and regulation,
“whereby the evils of the ligquor traffie eould be stopped without stop=
ping the traffie, With this record before them wet writers,with a straight
face, sncak of the dry movement as an effort to force total abstinence
on somebody. And, as Miss Tarbell has done, censure that movement for
trying to drive men into ‘temperance instead of trying to persuade them,

Having failed at the ballotbox where in the beginning they
had it all their own wayy; having shown by their record that they do not
nro-08e to submit to Prohibition typanny while a single drop of blood
remainag in the veins of their wife s relatives, and having got nowhere
that way, the weta hope to overthrow the ‘yohibition lews by connivance
with the denizens of another world who have come up and taken a leading
part in "reedom's holy cause, Model 1929,

Just take one hasty glance through the history of this movement,
and note how invariably resistance to the law prevailing at any given

tive has not led to its medific,tion but to somet ing more drastic.
That's all. :

Respeetfully, . “fﬁéé P
(Drram D1 Sdraheom,

Orrin H, Graham,
Pranklin, Pa.
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