April 1, 1038

Dear Mlrs., Wolfe:

I am enclosing the rough lay-out of a talk + had
with Miss Tarbell on her proposed story for Readers Digest.

I sent the original to Mr. Wallace, informing him
that Miss Tarbell did not feel that she should do the piece
entirely on speculation., In reference té this point lir. Wal-
lace wrote: "I think we should speculate $200 on the out-
come of "The Poor You Have Always with You". It may be de-
sirable to suggest revision, but your outline sounds quite
promising. Will you tell Miss Tarbell that she has a great
idea; and should produce a splendid piece?"

It seems to me that Miss Tarbell should be wil-
ling to go ahead on this basise

Understand, the enclosed outline isn't to be taken
as anything but a general guide- It is merely the outcome of
our talk and 1 send it to her for what it may be worth. Mre
Wallace was enthusiactic about the sewing room story.

Yours very truly,
P/
£a »;/W/’/&‘/é/’ﬁ
F. S. Tisdale,

71 East 77th St.



KOTES ON SUGGESTED STORY BY IDA TARBELL CONTRASTISG THE REMEMBERED
PAST WITH THE PRESENT.

TITLEs ™IHE POOR YOU HAVE ALWAYS ®iTH YOU®,
FRO& F. S. TISDALE
HI55 TARBELL I5 QUOTED, ROUGHLY:

Unce every year dur pastor preached a sermon on the texis
¥ihe poor ;;r‘?;;;walways with you". In other churches a similar rule was
followeds

This discourse was intemded to remind the mo‘re fortunate of
their responsibilities toward the less fortunater It followed grimly
the Biblical theory that God placed the poor on the earth for certain
purposes. One was to afford good Christians a chance to share their
blessings. This was not something to be accepted or discarded accor-
ding btc any whim. It was an edict from a stern God who’did not forget

and might not forgive. Good Christiams accepted the comsend without

question, although there were degrees of W

] -
sophgaiacharibys | [hey gave to the poor a: a religicus and moral duty—-

backed in some cases by a shadowy feeling that it would insure good

fortunes

I grew up in Titusviile, Pa. The community had growm rich
v LA G el Aot U-{u.,..,
on the first oil boom. Our familie:j‘ gave lavishly, guaging theia EERD L

sibtes to the flow of the dord':z blessings.

Only in cases of sudden and overwhelaing disé,ﬁmrs did the
federal government appropriate uoney for relief. We practiced the
preachunent that charity begsn at home. ¥rom there it radiated to the
utmost corners of the country. Churches led in all the larger cam-

paigns, ussally thPough the Home Mission Scciety of similar orgamizations®
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I remember collecting clothes and money for victims of the great Chic

fire. Alse for suffers from the grasshopper plagues vhich swept Kansas !
ani Nebraska.

In those days nobody thought of shirking individual responsi-
bility by blaming poverty on the ecnonic system. Siﬁce thé Sible said im
50 maﬁy wordls that poverty was a divine insti mt&nn, it was accepted\ as
a def‘inite part of the family program. The poor fell into definite classest

(1) ®"Our® pocr, the families for which our family accepted ‘
responsibility. (2) The church poor, unfortunate church members or ami-
lies without direct affiliations with families better off. (3) Tramps.

(4) The city poor, graufés carsffi‘or out of municipal funds* (5) the county
poor, inhabitants of the poor farme :

We considered poverty a comdition, but mot a caste. Omly the’
poor farm (which cared for indigmt old folks, criprles, feeble minded, etc) was
msue beyond hope. Efforts in all other cases waj to aid anfertm&te:a to
jobs and self suprorte

%e tock care of feur or five familiese Iwo ofthese were megro.
ihen there was a Prenchuane +he rest were shiftless Americans. I remember
only two professionals. They were “spiﬁstar ladies"™ who had seea better
days* One would appear with a basket and ask if she could fill it with
spples or pctateoes from our cellars ihey were {fank in &pllying for old
dresses, coats or hats which théy 1.ikad. Only these two aec&pmd charity
as something that was their due* lhey always came to the fromt doore

dost interesting to me were the trampss Oome of them were in-
curable wanderers and some were workers traveling to towns where they hoped
to get jobse Between 187% and 1879 the country was stricken by a deadful
depression. For six years nol ’a coke oven was fired in the Pitrourgh dis-
tricte Distress among workmen was worse than anything I have since seen, |

- During this period three to five wanderers would knock at our
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mmm door every morning and ask for Hﬂ' fie never turned ome aways Titus—
vills believed that such men ought to/ge fed only after they had worked for
it« OSome stern christians held ,bhatv tramps should do heavy tasks evem if
they were useless» In wmme yards thers were piles of stones which tranps
moved senselessly froz one placé to another before they were fed., 1t would
be called “bmméngglingn now* |

iy father held that only uceful tasks should be requireds The
kitchen-door applicant chopped wood, browt in ceal, cut the lawn, etce But
if father wasn't home mother often hande? out food without making the braup
work for ite ¥e kept a pot of coffee on the stove in the morning for these
men* Bread and butter wemt with it. For appealing cases mother would fry
eggs or bacen®

Father loved "fried cﬁakeﬁ‘, as we called doughmuts. He would only
eat those cooked the same days ‘he tramps fell heir te the left-overss

Them,as now, the poor were always havi( ‘bies.'_ We tried to get
Jobs for youngsters as they grew ups 1 resaa;abar that wg”mm imnensely
proud when one of the negro families a ong *;mr poor" worked back to in-
dependence and self respect, ‘

Care of the poor seeus to have becone a vast and intricate science.
4 wonder whetier hu:an recoveries under this system are as high or as per-
wanent as mﬁder the man-to-man methods of a simpler ages I wonder too what
is going to take the place of the ral:%f.gicau‘s instruction which gave us a

moral and spiritmal guide fer our acticns,
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