WHAT CAN WE EXPECT OF MEN?

If we could rully.on/pnrtllllgblﬂiiv! |
question we would have the data for knoving ﬂm:ﬂt
men could be left on their own to the adnntq. w
and . inh what pointa they must be regulated.in the
WMKUf Taea

No better ébject lesson of how men

of society.

the oil industry. Ten years is the period beg nr
when it was first proved that petroleum which

mants  Pettnlem onid gatisry these groa.t mduz,f
be found in quantity. That it could be found in

proved in the first ten years.
It was proved by men on their m.‘ m
_hunches, their ambitiom, their t‘aith. their



was no n:l.cnco of soa].ogy lmh as ﬂ
where and where not rock o1l :_e'ould-_ be fo
no highly developed system of refining;
containers or transporters. Evorythmg _
up from the bottom in 1859 when the proec'm
quantities in the earth seemed to be pz'd!‘lﬂ
to get it. What to put it in - how to m'

how to get it to the market - how to find m:tt
market was, not only in the United States mﬁ
important in Burope. The thj.ng was to J.urn l,m

m.sioal way men seemed to spring out of tho

detriment of: foder whish from the firt m
impossible product for 3_o_mrai use tow.
All of these problems um
own as the need of them came up, and in t



they fitted together without mmg the process of cryatanntm W“
was in the nature of this man }msea the instant need 01' thinca.
and fit = it into the general problem. In this ten yon‘a

men came together over this new product.like pieces in a
kaleidoscope come together. In ten years you had extmimry
results - a new light which was going to the darkest ph”s nr

Asia and Africa - a new lubricant which was making the gmth

of the machine age possible. And great possibllities boyond

this - a new fuel, one which one Iges.l;/:sniig%t run ships. That

was ten years of the work of men, unrestricted.

Now this unrestricted work was carried on by men
who eighty percent of them .~-some will tell you ninety porooxii:;r ‘
were men of honestry. Their principle was to take nothing
they did not earn, to treat lthe other xﬁan's property and needs
generously. That is, they had the self-control, a consideration
for others, xtkm pride in their personal integrity, basic in
many human enterprises, that which lost sooner or later pulls
the other down. But while we may a#y eighty percent held
high regard for their work and for their relations to Mn,
there was a pawaxfxi twenty percent and in it some of the most
powerful individuals that had rushed into the development.
Thmnuumﬂqumxmw:; Many of these were
men with ability, few of them with actual business genius,

a passion for order, a ﬁﬁ‘-‘%‘z"'&: for organization, good Juﬂgn'
of men, contemptuous of mteflw. They felt 1n thmqlm o
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the power to run the industry, but to run that industry in their I'lr
was not possible if the code of the oil region - its word as - |
good as its bond, its contempt for puuh:l.nagm;(tm oﬂ‘ the
road, if that code was to be honored they could not mroiu
to t;heir full the power which they felte Their lovo of power,
their love of wealth, their satisfaction of the quality
they felt in themselves made them contemptuous of these
hampering social and matws and practioeu, and soerotly
and ruthlessly there began throughout the new industry a. |
»mELEeExkmXx complete secret disregard of the laws of the road.

XEXWEAXXNRERXNBRXNEES XU et ngx S ranx khntr

When the me‘rv??were suffering from these laws
which they felt to be unauthorized practices realized that
they were losing their chance, that they were in danger of
becoming slaves to a new industrial system in which ethics .
and common law were sneered at, Smdx they began tc; realize
the impet | of'carryipg on the industry without higher
regulations. #nd it was then at the end of their first ten
years that they began to call on the government to take a
hand, The government busy with the war and its aftermath
had paid little attention, anymore than to get a tax from them.
By the end of 1;’hhpil‘l‘:en years of self-regulated industry they
called on the government to regulatedwhat was the chief
inequality, the chief violation of their sense of fair play,

as well as their sense of common law - that was the dlnamtm




fhwlou twenty poroont if there was to bo m‘u m
. honest development of the new product. It m
years for the government to get u'mmd to mt
and in the meantime the horse was cut of the atqb'ﬁ;-_'
never been put back. S
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