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T>e reoords of the -copper mines in Maryland allow t»at tke

parties in interest went tkroufik tfteir due sXare of Itope and realised'

Woe. Tke'aaokinery of fifty years a»;o was crude > assays were unreli-
Q " « • ' " . . : • • ' . • • • • ' • • • - ^ • •

"•? afcle , ready money wa3 scarce* and most of tke mines liad to •© worked
• • .:• j ! ; . • • • • • • • . • • ' •

in a serai-rural way, tl*e miners farming durinj; pleasant weatHerpand

mininj; during t5«at wkio> was i>ad.\7l'-ile» therefore, t>e product was in-
H . • : : • ' • - '•

aifnifioant &3 conparoo. witk t^sat of tko V/estern mines of today* i t

a ' douTitless represented at tliat time no mean enjineerina; and financial

abi l i ty .

The f i r s t sr;:elt:Î Brurr-;'isOr>''-:'*J-'fr f e state Vere t^oBe'at Mineral Hill

ty. T>e form^was situated al»out five miles northeast of Sy-

and f\?e la t ter near tHe town of Liberty. Ttoe furnaoes at Min-

rTeral Hill vrere in operation prior to 1776 and tfcose of Liberty a1»out

5 1340. In 1780 Jokn Ev;m3 is said to Isave rolled copper at kis mill on

H-t>e Big Elk River, in Cecil County. HQ T«ad an iron roll ins and slit t ing
v

inill and rolled copper as oocietion demanded.
In 1304 Levi Hollins3wortln off Cecil County is said to iiave

atarted a rolling mill , and in 1310 lie produced 100 tons. Tkis is some-

^.7>at traditional , *ut it ia postiv^ly knovm t^at at ateout titis time

1̂*se went to England and made a tlnorougii ?3tudy of t%e rol l inj and reffin- •

^in* of copper, and in 1314 bui.t t>e Gunpowder Copper Works on tXe
O ' • • /'•••--i,:

2fiunpowder River. In IB:-;? f!ti3 oomp̂ ny was reorganized under tke name •

f Hollin.B,3wort% and Company. Tlie copper i tself came mostly from

ran t«e form of fear;: or p i t s . TXese contained ai»out 96 per oent obpper

»̂.nd were refined, in t" e furn'*3ea on t>.e premises of t}?e company, At»tlie

ins of t>..e Civil War in 1861 tr.ey were closed down.- .:"

In 1345 t>e Baltimore and Culea Snelting and Copper

was incorporated v/it> Haslett Me Kl/̂ -ajj president and David

aient. TMe company was originally-organised :to min^iand
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*•"'• jH, .̂ v^ ores fro.u V o I'lcdi-.- vinj;« of *xa Don HartV.oleiae'.y Tronard^.

near Santiago, Ou¥a, >e i»ein£ one of the original promoters of t^e so*©,/***-*.,

LA taraot of land waB purchased on Locust Point, Li t t le Culia Street s t i l l

*; to mark the spot, and 'fork on the furnaces wa;j ooramenoed at

once. Trenard rra.8 nade t>e aj&t of t>e company in Cu»a and sent out
) • • ' • • . • • • . . • - . . •

Oto open up tTo mines and arranie for tfce akipjaent of tHe oyea. Early / v

1846 tl»e work.3 were ready, Vut t>e ^xpeoted ore did not ajrpive and

_a ooiamisalon «ent to Cui»a to make inventiRations into t*«e oauae of tfcd

delay reported ao unfavorably upon t*e Trenard nines t>.at a l l relations

tliam w§re immediately oeverod. At tlnia time Baltimore was

in trade witu t^e' West Indieo and t>e Test coast of Soutli

|o and ffce company ^ejan ne»otiations to yuro^afje ores from Cu1»a'and

, and also to supploraent t>eue puroHases with small parcels from

MMaryland and t«jre neis^orin*' 3tates .

In 1849 a rolling mill was fcullt to enable the company top4H

pairt of i t s product on f-3 "tarket in a more finished form, and In

>J850 a yellow-metal mill was added. At this t ine there was set up at,

Santon, just across the river, aorne rival vrorks. T*«e old company kad

aot freen successful. The failure of the Trenard mines had left i t witk-

a regular supply of ore. and the fcuyin*; of lar^e cargoes of

with the attendant lO3'J of interest and risk of the market during

passage around Gape Horn , had, as a rule, resulted in a loss. The

(fflanâ ement !«ad nuch to contend with in j;ettin*; men capable of organiz-

•hi a l a n e business which required so much expert knov;ledge» Tke defi-
CTQ

©it Veormo gradually larger and larter.until in 1851 it was determined

wind up tlfie concern.

3peakini of. t"«i:3, Mr. R.,Hrent Keyser, president of the Bal-

tnore Copper ^ineltinjt, and Roll in*, CompanyT-*said: "The furnao-ee -

d, part o^ f*e land sold, and finally in 1854 tVe works t>eiasel

les were sold. r . disriantlin^ tHe ';rork3 the amount of oopper disoovered
£ L * * f

the. furnace bottoms was BO lar*e that the autkorities we3?e. to agai:
. • • • ' • > • • o - . • • • ' • • • • ' ; A . • • • . . .• r



p t**e Vuuir.933 .-if*or f--? n .:.* of f la in England. TJ*.©-a(aio'of

M/as stopped* additional capital o^llod in , and in 1355 t>9

laopened on a rauo* larger scale. Then oaJie a year or ttro of a 3Plo-

ing market and large profit followed \»y a 3'ear of *eavy loss.

AT#out I860 Clinton Levering i»eoame president of ti*e company

and in 1864 t^e rival "forks at Canton were a%sorl»ed» botH Tteing run

r W t*o Baltimore tosXitxx and Cuba aaelting and Mining

Works were W i l t a t Canton.;

. : • .

In 1363 t'«e "Dorics at Looust Point were removed to Canton/ tlie
. • - ; > ' • &

T»eina sold to tVe Baltinore and Okio Railroad Company. Tlie
t i

gpany wagpeorsanised under t>e naiae of t^e Baltimore Copper Company.

^-cJianfed condition of affair-? after t^e war , t>e uncertain supply of oat.lL'

^ind otv.er causes l»rou4'>t t>e oompany into financial a t ra i tg , and tli© T>*Q—
o ' •• i ; ' :

^kibitive tar i f f of 1869 wao tke finiskin^ stroke. In 1870 William Key-

" ser i»ecaine president in ircler to wind up tT*e affairs of tl»e oompany»

W. Garrett and Jo^ins Hopkino VQITIZ «t tl«at time virtually tke sol©

ATtout t'*is t ine tv.e ores from Arizona, California, and Montana Ve-

gan to oorae upon f-e market and f ' e oonoern nov ran altocet^er

Western ores and did a iar^,e ancl constantly inoreasing T»usinesa»
CD

«e or i i inal operations :>/ere i»ased upon tke 3upply of ore froia tis©'. KlineS

tfce e a s t e r n ne^^oard and t>of?e importedafron CuT»a and t ^e west Coast

f Soutl* America. The former supply f a i l e d from s c a r c i t y of m a t e r i a l

and t^e l a t t e r was cutoff *y t^e war tariff . TMe v;orka tken
CD v : • . . . . •.• ;.

mLh except tv/o on t>o Atlantic seaboard roinf; out of business* until tjfejiL-
• - » ' • • x

 ' • ' ' :•. ' •

CD jOmip'ily of or-.-- ^e tan to oorr.e in fro-n t v o fa r West , seeking smejftera

ffre fuel was o^eap and vrkere t'-e market for t>e finished product was
> - t ' . • • • . - • . ' , , - ' •

convenient. •

This Western copper cane first' in tl»e form of raw o>e-. and iate*
' • ' - • • ' . : : - • y .
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| .n't^at of the matte or rejulus } wkioif >ad already l»e«3\
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: '• • . ed ••«l*^eS> -^rdentase of". copper

Svfcai.$ of '.-/aate material upon 'wliloTt i t woill<l ¥0

t o pay frei^Mt. So r;>.etl«er tMo raw material s t i l l ooago from tile Woat

ojp sHould part of i t , under a more noderate t a r i f f , again come from"

Soutk Amesrioa, Baltimore >as an excellent promiae of ^eooniing wkat 8<sff--

e ra l years aio t^e London Times , in an a r t i c l e on tfce ooppar a i tua-

t i o n in Araerioa, predioted ;t>iat i t would become tl«e Swanaea» tiie oop-

par smelting port of t i i is country.

Tlte aliove was cotten from Mr. R.Brent Keyser, President of -'tfce

Baltimore Copper Smeltini and Rollin* Kwe Conipany.
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