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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

aotuu!hn.ibﬁmmun“.

as the Republican oanuhn tummh“*m
in an Ohio paper on November 6, 1858, the week of his defe:
Douglas. m:.g-mx-ortm 1uumm..q
dispateh to o & Mansfield, O., saying
mtnmncmuiummmﬁu
wmtmrorr.maaunmlu
mn.n«xa-»zmwxm”g_
have been David R. Locke (Petroleum V. Naseby) “ .
aﬁwtmumw Lecke had Just
from Illinois where he had heard at least ong ¢
at Quincy. mmsaammxm
-.u.....wmm.aum.-m.;.,
tmummmnmmm
| But it aid not take an Ohian teo




caught by the elevatien of his thought, the leftiness of his con-
ception of our demcoratic scheme, and his faith in ite wltimate
realization. He awakened the high-minded youth of Illineis as ne
‘man in the State had ever dome. The distinguished Horsse White,
then & bey of twenty, first heard Lincoln in 1854 when he made Mis
Mmtm-smmwmnummh
Mumw«tmw-—mmuh-ﬁﬂ&
" 14fe. muummtn'umum.mum

lincoln's greater in its English style and that it excelled in/Shese
M.mhﬂ

mcmutmmmuwmm
Mv,mmmm'
km«mmm..smmmﬁm“mm
had no doubt sbout who jis leadet in Illineis was to be:
mmummmumm«m‘
rmwmmwuwummm M
mmmmzmumm-am ”
radical youth, men like Paul S wring @
were se couvinced of Lincoln's fundamental rightmess the
mmumwmmm
which he should be a leader. He had made the gre:
wm-tummannaw“
mﬁﬂlm mm&m
,'dmmwumam




G power of the quality itself. Whem it cams to the debates of M
gy this pull on youth increased. o
= m:&mammu.uum..
=5 _ mmm-uuwmm
= uunmmcmm.tnm",
i mtmmmmmmmmmu
@ : km‘—m‘pmmwofmn '
G . would mot think of, and repeatedly as a pessible
@ for the presidency. A
If the first mention of his name in the

for vice-president’ "We should then say to the

So faras I know, there was no other




1896 in which he says:

I have before me a letter from lr. auu-u

m:nmﬂm.“toa _
over the country* Hundreds of these repri
‘editorial' in whole or in part and scores 1
the 1line of approval. i
"r)um'uutw‘twﬂfﬁ
anybody, nmdwm" :
It was not long, however, w&n“'l
started bnnulmmlnmtuwm#;w
m.muxuauau.euammmm"
mmmwm mmn
posisibility of nominating him. am-ag' '

mtomummw“
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Joseph Medill, the editor of the Chicese Tribumne to angten Se
in T11incts « a man that could carry dowbiful states. n-ma
on his m«umuummuumdf
in February of 1860 had 1% well wuuum.ﬁu
for Lincoln. o
bogan to feal uncemfortable sbout what might happen to him u Nadnets.
He had, he knew, a solid and devoted following, but muqi
Republican party had boen organised he and the majerity ef ! w21
in the State had had in mind for the presidency one man m
others, and that was Villiam H. mdlu!m And




had dresmed. Indeed, tmmm.mmu.‘_
mmnavun. speaking in the East, tm M‘m
undo the impression that he had made in his WM
nﬁ-nwwrw-ﬂwucunmmﬁ’w:
from Vandalia days on - this man so -i.-ﬂs;oumv’ ‘
mwummmrmxuomm
mtwummmnmmu
MQ&lw.th‘o-htmmmnﬂw'
mmmm.mummmuum
enthusiastic supporters at home could n’/lhl' tl
mmmdﬁufonntluwumd“

backe It was not only thess who wers familfsr with Miw o8
umuumtmommnm-etummf
thuo who heard him for the first time in the oritical
East.

Lincoln's business took him at once to Chic
to the city. mmumm«m#m
which was attached to his candidacy. Mﬂlﬁ“
left to talk, mummm-—anu\m?“
wsm.-hummxnmuv




Here at Evanston, just as m.nxmm.mct
his engaging personality. xnumuummmnumnm
ago by the great temperance advecate, Frances E. Willard, she says:

"When my brother was a theelogical -mum-
University at Evanston (1869=«61) Abraham lLincoln rentl
before the country came te Hvanston as a guest of Gen. Juli
White (the hero of Pea Ridge Battle). Gen White hbrought
Lincoln to the mmmwuoum,
the students, but what impressed them « and: I ' brot
tell us of it in great glee when he came home at noon =
invoted some of the students who were walking along
the campus to compete in Jumping over a wall or fence

remember which it was. This they did to the best of & ' r
ability and at the close he vaulted over, as my brother sal
‘profiting by his long legs' and set them all into lamghter

sapplause by his performance.”

Candidate as he was, Mr mmdnmmro&dut
state where he was incapable of a clear judgment on what Ghl .
chances of other men beside himself were in the State. There is
a valuable letter to R. M. Corwine of Ohie, written early in w
just after he came back from cmm. which shows thu W
wanted to know what Lincoln rod.ly thought about mzm-,.
he uwd% "Remembering that when not a very

to be mentioned for a very great position,
lholytchantthm IW!-
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of them
1t would

matter.

: Antuouuumtomwmm
who asked him to bq entirely frank: | '

These observations are cnw in line -wamm
oinbon of B Jinesls. e

Unfortunately, there udumu this peried
that leaves a less plessant fesling in the mind. It s withs

evidently that he would like to go to the Chicage
[ 4 .

twmmuaumm-—qwﬂ

timating that if he 434 go he would suppert Mr- Li:

i




was not a stranger te lir, Lincoln. e had knows him when on the
Circuit in Illineds in earlier years - known him as & rather
sporty lawyer. Delahay later had settled in Kansas and hed besn
active in the struggle against the introductien of slavery. He
had urged My um.numuxmumua- ‘
probably he that :wmmuunuww
itinerary. It umuutmum“w-mmm
mrmmmtmmmmumm.m
wcaxnwunmuuamru-—qupuﬁ-m
convention, which is the only one, I believe, of its Xind u-u
his published correspondence. i he uu: "y
that he cannot enter the ring on the -q basis, m., _
in the main it is wrong, and secondly, because he has net & .
' get the money. He goes on to say, m.mmﬂ'm
tain objects in a political contest for which meney s. e
and indispensable. Evidently he thinks paying the exp
delegate to a national convention may be one of M
that he will furnish Delshay $200. ummm
In this same letter Delahay had asked ifis :
anbition to be made one of the first senaters m
-m-mmuwhmummuh,
soquainted with a single member of the 1
| mmmtw»xmmm




| There was a strong group of Sewsrd men in the b

Mcotorn-u.ﬂunbn-tom-hnmw
Itumubon-nm.tmmuummm :-w
tmtommtmnm“hhhua g
Bohathnhchdbma-mmd_“
hxmztfchnrguwcmttnl-.hhhhm-‘m
them down as largely due to pelitical hostility. umm |
a case where he was favoring a man that he did net the
msdumthcmmhnMnnuamMm
is of course absurd. As a matter of fact, the Kansas '
were appointed for Seward, mummmudwmh
th:m't-mmwummmmumm'
M!nudlmldo-!lmmcn“'

mmw-nmnmmmnm;‘" '
their candidate for president until the 10th of May,

certain satisfaction in having it se. n-«w. as -.‘
where Lincoln had firet landed when he came inte Illim
or thfu times a year at uut. after he was -ma
bound to its people so that when mm
nmmthn-pm-ncm L
well encugh, too, that bk was mmuu.]_




friends of . P instance, ome of his eldest
0.H. Browning with whose family Lincoln had been intimate s
tumuamuvmmmummn'
nmmumwmmmmum'

approve of it. He refused. He knew all sbout Brewning, he 'Y
and 1t would be a good deal safer for him to be in g |
delegation where they could keep an eye on him than
outside.

 Thare 18 no dowbt that dsesin was Aistressed
convention as he had b \”‘G&%“MMJ“, *‘
wafitness as compared with that of Gove Seward. We have
one proof of this fesling. It was in his mind as he 3
struggle between his own friends m\mu«ﬂ-n-
the debate grew hot to the point of an exchange of wn
of mmiliation and despsir.

nis followers® minds but that the mm
uommumotmmmm :
This was due to the vent that was given %o }
mm«.mmuum
mm-n



" were mxmummvman-

~c:-ythmltnurcns.tml.ou)n'lnn-tluh(nmlllliﬂ‘.lvt’

mm.nmmmmmmmm
mum«mwsnmua&wabmm
banner - " and Abe Lincoln whese father was n-tangc
mo—q. (mmumummiw

Erobably never in the political kistery of %‘
has there been anything picked wp more quickly as & m

¥ <,.-‘

.rtn.m.-mm-umm-—.-rm“_f sans
He knew what labor meant, twmwmm‘mm
real laber. m.mmm»m-r“mmm )
htothhlldtht}urmtmmw.n“td,
mm-mchmurnmmum

laugh indulgently when he talked to him and say,
Mf‘aom.' htmmdwwu
”mumw;-mu.mmnu;“
um«-umn Lincoln was nom
umn.muram:h-».”

mmmm.nmmma




enough this afterncon to stand that speech.”
mofmamutmdm-%m
m-mmcmatmrorm umMu

unoovht Illinods thought «mcmm.nmmmm
to wark for hin. Held anywhere else it would have been practical
impossible to h.v.hdnﬂn p-m‘w“ﬂlhw
to Lincoln's support mor would it m-mmmxn mu
hﬂcurkduthmmsntmmmm&m
Simmered down, we can say that Lincoln's nomination for
the presidensy in Chicage en Nay 39, 3860, was dus, Fivek, S
Villiam H. Seward’s enemiss, and,second, t3 his m is. ’h
noner of engineering the extracrdinary effort mecessary o ot
a majority of the delegates, first jhat Seward could not be elec
in Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois and New Jersay, ﬂ o
that Abrahan Lincoln could, belongs to Judge David Mﬂ, ﬁ'm
oumzmmmmmammomuﬂ”_
the man exceeded even his political convictien that he was e Boss
candidate. In a letter written me some years age by w P
Scett of Bloomington, I find this judgment on the X
and I think with those whe have studied the eperat:




14

it is not thought, he would have received the nomination.
WM&-muudmudmuﬂ.thVt.m
a body of men by forming combinations and otherwise, but
most of all by the force of his personal cliaracter. He was
present with the coming of the first members of )
vention and from that time on he was among them e in the

£
jrs

To scores of the ablest men in the country, mim&a'
vtotory was a tragedy - a tragedy because it was Seward's defeat.
In their judgment the nomination was due him not onky becamse he
had been 50 long the: = leader of the camse but because bf his-mx-
perience, his training, his proved ability in public dtdr; His
rejection seemad a calamity to them. In the tremendcus m
tion that followed Lincoln's selection the distress ef m’
supporters impressed even the boys umm.-uwum
following story of the convention by ¥. T. Nerton of Alten, Ill.
lr. Nerton had wormed his way to the boy's faverite place in
great assemblies - the edge of the platfeorm, and years m wote
his monnttm of the scene.

'!mthmhcchool.tlakol'um- In company
nthvn-:tc,lomwmtavtmm“tm
ontlnlutdqyotu--mun. We got up at 5200 a'cleck in
the morning, went down to the wigwam and planted ourselves
sgainst the main doorway. There we waited until the doors
mwduthooo'uuk mmcmmm
down into the pit, clear to the ~ Boys
like, we climbed upon the edge of the
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 with Ms suit a am “to behold, dusty,
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Chdcage = "I am even with l4ncoln now. ncuuumm
and vote for Trumbull for United Senater in msq, h m
Matteson outs I cried then like a baby with vexs

Now I've had my revenge. He will be Presidents® and mm
grey Xentuckians, « old Whig veterans of the Henry M dﬁ& -8
paigns, « clasped each other, erying for joy like m‘ ¢

i 4

mmuazmnmm-nubwrmhw
rmzmem«mummummum_p* .
firet being the oppositien to Sewsed. = a9
Lincoln tosk 1t calmly. &mmamm"k
sdnmitted things began well « teo well, pephips. Vhst was %
mummmmmumm«mﬂ




