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e His Oreat-great-great-great-granifather Arrives in Am

P ] R .
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o h The story of Abraham Lincoln really begins

= Hingham, Mass., in the year 1657, when the firet of

13 :

8 line oame to the Puritan colony of Boston l-w' The WW' ‘
o ' Lo
E«_ his forebears as generation after cmmm M M!Hﬂ ﬁlr
Q— continued the developement of America in State after m. :
Q' 1ike that of many s family. xsm&tmmm«m_
B of our country- i

£ - We cannot acoount for Abraham Lincoln -sm m
itm of his vigorous ancestors. He was not an mmv
found 1t an enlightening and inspiring thing to follow the
Lincelns, beginning at Hingham, to visit all the M '
Mlln‘.totmlmm&!ﬂutwmml.lﬁ“
through at ﬂr-t hand the mom of their umw.u.
history of the United States seemed to roll atimﬂ
mau- and the doings of ml family. In this
.-lnun readers will find a parallel to their own

M-mmuﬂanmmmm“'




& very small - 'uny or nonthly sum. Samuel in turn W | 1ged

: ~and Mq}onu-. it is easy to see that the mmm
time. Indeed they had so bad a time that only a few

miracle of Abraham Lincoln happened: It sould Ret have been um
such vigorous, independent, pioneering ancestors:

It is now 288 years since a bdoy, Samuel Linceln, .—m “
seventeen or eighteen, m.wunmmaumm:u ‘
college, landed in America. This boy was the CNWC“
cnutbginnmmr of Abrﬁun Lanogln.

~

Young as he was, he was not without some m
of 11fe. He had sat on a backless bench in a seventesnth century
school room in Hingham, Bngland, and rooun‘ his share of ttl
narrow but severe teaching. And, because he was to earn u. uvm.

| and weaving was the natural trade for a bdey in Norfolk Mv.

England, at that time, he had been apprenticed = mmum to

P e R

a man by the name of Francis “uu. living in Nexwich, not many
miles from Hingham. .

When you were »punti«d in those m.. you ;.“ m

to do than to learn to weave: In fact, you were ﬂ m e
an indentured servant. Mr. lawes was under contract to m A "l‘f'fl.
Samuel the trade and to ctvohhhtuho’md..lll"" iy

PR
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%e owlr Lawes and that meant notouymtum"

weave but he must wait on the family. If the mrq



‘prentices.

‘in uav. Franois Lawes decided to go to Amerioca uuumm

strike, we should provably say teddy. It preducsd She state
things which led Daniel Defee teo o-’hh mt while cul ﬂ" |
prentices sleaned their master's shoes and Unlﬂt in m and |
uzmnmum.mmumnummmum |
portefs or "fetoh men" as he calls them, to wait mmm

Samuel did not profit by the apprentices’ ﬂm.- m

along. It was in April that they "passed into foreign parts"
as the record has it - a long veyage, over two months, ut in
June arrived in Salem. Samuel did not stay in Salem. uﬁm
many weeks he took ship for a town twenty miles it mm
to the south, oalled Hingham, or New Hingham, n.mr his old m
in Norfolk County, England- |
1 say "took ship® and that is sure, tortnmm
he could nnlwunu overland. Safe mz-mmmm
established, and there was no way to oross so wide a river n .
the Mn; but of fishing and trading boats there wers m
not a few plying along the coast. And it was in one of m* ’
that Samuel sailed out one day from Salem h.m:. i
st & sail - that from Salem into Hingham N'u"'”ﬁ
before man had slashed the great timber that came down '
very water's edge of many a promontory and uw * be




E \

it

%kl:" "ntu&ﬂ ®ocks and hluftﬂﬂ':lum Harbor for his u‘um

E u&t. his guns and forts, his factories and chimneys. |

* mwutomumxm:--u«mum' ;
Ei and bdeauty. !umu.-mrmmnmwnmm;"”
'5 the tip of that curved finger of land we know as Hull, mm

:; its water to the south lies & cove, Bare Cove, the the firet mmu

:C oalled it; and it was into this that the vessel on which lu-n:

g_‘ | was & passenger, made its way. _
6” : ' uacw-muuwnammchuumumm.
’i: a snug and sheltered spot, where now are nmnm nm.

é railroad tracks, rows of houses wd.mﬁ. Indeed, one of !lu

“i most puszsling things for a sightseer in Hingham tow is to m

O: - on a tablet, high ‘and dry, above & street along which umm

;‘ m. and blocks away from the present wharf, the fact thli hﬂ»

;:i Hobart, about whom we are to hear later, debarked on that M

D/_ in September, 1635. i »
QE; ; Samuel hardly stopped, homor. to look about hh k :
E his firet moment. It had been months now since he left Old Hing ’

and in that time he had seen few old friends; but here, mm
nuummn.num-mummctuom,’
Thomas, the oldest of the family, s wesver; his m
only two or three years older than himself, and -tb"‘
Nicholas Jacob, ALl thres of these men had been in th
Monr mtlr four ycm. and dnm were mm

,m«n in New Hingham.
- Wmmm-mnhnm




s .

Why was this uumm“wd p.o,a-m-mm
hhﬂhﬁh@tuuymnnmmmr“’lum
in which they could worship God aceording to the u-um of ihll ‘
own conscience. xt is an incomplete czplmum

True, these people mtmxmammw
tmb«u for generations had been struggling in m h w.
~ the tyramny of priests and prelates, t0 secure the uﬂt to omn ; 

and read the Bible, to interpret it in their own way, t’m ln‘
say their wh prayers, and to do away with the c—.puuﬂ'
Geremonial that, in their judgment, the Church had substituted
for riglitecusness of heart. | ’

b They had been stwuuu. too, fnumthﬂ‘.
they could have a full rmucnhmn. for the right to rum m 4
* own local affairs, to hold meetings, improve their nhnn.»m.

their land. mu-mcmmu-mmm.ﬂm ,
the point of viuotnuuorth.un at this mmm  .
Wien Samuel left England it had been eight years sinee there had
been a meeting of pariiament, Charles I. having shus the m ﬁ .
Ats -hc- in 1629,

Authautummzuuthocmmﬂu“w
 migration, and it was these things, fought over year m
_ that had broken down old institutions, destroyed ind

out much ot the skilled ms that mﬂm 'm

affairs, wtil finally the whole uﬂtﬂlma&/ m

¢ mum; of the Eastern part of W.




eolonies. - mymm-mmm
tnhmothlmlm mtnmotﬂu
knew,




= would not preach in a surplice. He would mot au 'M :
- ‘Bports® which the church suthorities thougnt vnu ’b-”‘ o
the Puritans ~ a 17th century nﬁupt to tntm .tho
Sunday into England. Particularly he would not m
- communion talle be removed from the nave of the m

SRUl Foash it o ite fesmer place of Menew &t G 0
And when, in 1634, the archbishop thought himself lm
beth politiecally and scclesisstically to force the table
1ﬁ 0ld place and the order was nm« out in ﬂn m
-church, Robert Peck rosein holy indignation and called
tonﬁor' m» is no doudbt but thut Samuel was in m
on its ouulm-u. that dragged the altar from ua uw
u of ite .nuu and candles, and actually I.uoud m
Mul several inches below that of the mc.

Robert Peck had to pay t.ho price of u- mt
He was stripped of his living = om—mtum.



g . : :
& Peck became their first teacher, and to ses him going in and

) A
LS out among the 1ittle houses of New Hingham must have done mueh

o to make 1ife more natural for young Samusel
o2 ‘ Another early arrival that meant much $0 Sarmel was

= that of Dunul Cushing, & young man near his mlﬂv 'tih“hl
had no doubt gone to school m_ltochnﬂhandmm

~

:; proper games Robert Peck had tolerated in O1d Hingham. He was &

:g . young un of ambition, energy = & very human person, too. He '

l(‘; ran & llu!ll ‘{“m. became town clerk, grew prosperous and

E: {infiuential in New Hingham. The most satisfactory ‘Pe pd0f what

% " went on in Hingham that we have is Daniel Cushing's &scount m.
¥ In whichhe not only set down his daily transactions but many ef

the deings of his neighbors = the time that 1ags
Myp* Norton and his wife with "base spesches” = the th- his

w;utmnumn.m-- thomiuttmhum

slphabet he sometimes used of » hasty msrriage, & premature birth =
the kind of thing that proves to us that the Puritans, with all '

their severity, never ucm‘u in suppressing w or

immorality « make us suspicious, indeed, that that nu' rity
may have stimulated what they seught to oot outs '

It h\-uun one - "ideas of Hingham no 1ittle. h m
.mt there were men of Daniel Cushing's journalistie m,u N
community. Semuel Lincoln and he must have talked over ¥ R
the town many a day, much in the fashion, T M.M '







would not know was in existence, 9o Shroughly has 1% been bo
for the convenience of the town. ' ; : ;
The valley in which the little settiement ww navrow, '
steep hills rising on each side, elothed vith timber  pris -
tiuber « oak, helock, valuut, shagberk, ssh, beesh, ¢
m«rrux woods 0 work with. Across from the mein m{ﬂ’
houses, tqn the south of the brook, "on an eminence" lﬁ!\’l ﬁ'_
of loge, mwu. and, soon after Samuel's arrival %o h i

by & palisade,

One of the first things Samuels had to learn was why it
was necessary to have a citadel in this 1ittle um-n_u mw
military service was required of everyone ﬁhtt had reached mm .
and strength. The settlers then - and indeed through all his life,
had to keep the Indian constantly in mind. Samuel was mo$ all -
to u a mile from his home without his musket. Mhmtﬁ

m or to l-io'nmcung. he must go armed. MM!W
pensating convenience, for bullets were legal tender, m
freely for farthings. nctnku- tmnﬁuMMﬂm
ot sunset. He learned, too, the Indian method of Mm.
behind G«-‘ To perfest her pilitia in this, mmm
the cutting of the BAG timber in certain sections in |
was kept for training purposes. One pars of the £
Hingham church was & berrel of powder, always kept f

13




at the very start of his life in the new world, there was the

thrill of danger and the responsibility of doing Ml part to m‘t it. :
Samuel's first problem was to find work. There M no .
- chance for him at his trade. A man could not be spared tt ‘lht
moment for weaving. The settlers' looms, what there were of them,
had been tumed over to the women. But if there was no work Gt |
his trade, there was plenty of other kinds. It was mip and tuok

.
(o eimiie o B Rl sl e e A 3 b e e s e e - S A AT

to raise comn enough for the winter, to catoh and salt m

_ fish, to cut wood for the fire, to \méld the new houses that m
rapidly increasing population demanded. New Hingham was growiag,
and a strong young man was in demand. '

There was work in nearby settlements, too, when mm
consented that one go: There was Scituate only about ten miles M )
the southe-east, unnl years older than Hingham. There was
Braintree and Hull, near uuhbon. There was RM.W . P :
growing, and demanding ’i‘hbm.‘ planks, boards. There were m |
shipyards at various puvints, ready to take masts. Then, tﬁ; L 3

. 1ively exchange of commodities was soon going on vtthﬂl MM
settlements to the south in Virginia and the West Indies. 'Qm & f'ff
forget in reckoning the chances that the New kngland nt‘ni"n m .

for trade, the oxoonont market provided by ﬁotr own mlo h
the Barbadoes, Bermuds, St* Kits, 01d and Ney *‘mm. w‘-‘-a
“ter of fact, when Samuel Lincoln began his business ¢ eor &
s Hingham, there were four times as many Mt‘;;; e

suth and the Vest Indian colonies as in a1l “M



iteelf. p products of\the various settlegpents, teo, .0

didgimilar that exchange wint on continususi\and natural ‘g
Al

tihempnt. In 1644 Samuel lLincoln's brothor Thomas, & 1

died nul left everything he had to him. It helped him to w i .
a five-acre tract of land in one of the best locations no-c- the :
brook, as one can see, going into Hingham today* As you come

in on the train from Boston, you cannot miss, looking out at

the right, a glittering white otatue of Daniel Webster, standing

in a besutifully kept flower garden- These ¥ef® Gnos Jthe fie 1ds )

owned by Samuel Lincoln, and up the street a little mm ;

an o0ld house on the site of the one that he built in uu.} nmu \,

of the original is left except some of the timbers. _ _
Into this house Samuel tock & wife. All that we know

of her is that her name was hrﬁa. A nice problem for o4 ’_

young genealogists 1s to s to solve the family name of the weman

et Samned Linsoln nasiibls e suct Deve Dath A vigovous .

woman ‘for ohc was splendidly equal to ﬂu chief duty the .
of & new country lays on vmn. the bearing of many mw mm
Hor first son was born in 1650 and baptised Samuel. In a3

Nartha brought into the world eleven chiidres. mm m “

control may raise their hands in hcam and expect to M reC
f death scoompanying those of birth- . Taree of m’f }

i ut grow w. but eight lived for seventy nm ph
24 as for artha herself, she outlived Samuel, &




Tough there is nething but & fow eld Simbers $efS of
the home in which Samuel and Martha Teared their family, 1t is
not diffieult to reconstruct it. A house of stout M ﬁb
very heart of which was thoput firveplaoce, uuau-wm
and deep oven, its shelf for dishes and oranes “l' ”ﬂ; lﬂ W
settees at either side, a candle shelf in the niddle ll’ “ W
back, making cosy ingle nooks for the children and Mt am.
Before thte fireplace food was prepared and saten. Befoms “ﬁt
family gathered to carry on a score of simple wtﬁn' m
it thq mm. popped their corn, and melted their upl.o sugar.

 Before it, too, they knelt mowning and night for prayer:

No doubt among the iron and pewter and wooden uteansile
preserved today so carsfully in New Bngland by descendants of .
the hﬂhr-. thers are articles that Samuel and tarths U.‘;
but, so far as I have been able to nu. manhu
existence which we can say with any certainty were once in W
hands. Theee are & big and a 1ittle wooden -Um. ‘with m
pestles, the larger one easily taking a peck of ocorn; the m
probably used for pounding pepper and the like, m‘,ic u' |
proper, by descendants of one of the early Hingham uuatlm
if we cannot put our hands on the chairs, the ..m. the |
and coverlets, the Dutch oven and tomsting fork, the we
the plates and saucers that Samuel used, we can Wv&
' s6e wWhat they were like, in the town's oxoellent hi '
In Hingham, as in all of ﬂum

.




the ink and paper sre faded and old, -mn u?an

o that day, the minister was the ruling spirit. e mwr.
the htnumu. the tolerance or intolerance of the community
depended largely upon him. m-.mn-amumm
for he had mo standing in the community Af he was nod s mamber, not
even being allowed to vote in eivil affairs = his thinking and
actions were largely Mpod by the minister. Luskily for lﬂlﬂ.
and 1 think for his descendants, the -uum under whom he ﬁi }
was far and away from being the woret of the Puritans. m Inw
Peter Hobart heft an independent spirit and a more 1iveral mind than
the men at thahud of mwnt“ﬂnmctﬁ.ﬂuimﬂ
of the colonies. :

He was devoted to his parish. Nuoh of the L“#.,,
documentary evidence of what went on in ﬂu town in ammlfql’n‘
Gomes from Peter Hobart's habit of setting down what happened from
day %0 day. His diary, carefully done up in red m. has -
toun‘ a safe place in the files of the Massachusetts mm&m
Society. ,

It 48 & book well worth looking at » bound in wisened
leather < & homeemade binding, I take it, from the way the leatner
is folded over the pastboard cover and from the narrow ;m "
thongs that bind it » a wonderful mmhuum%uu’

nucmtummpmrmNmmz-mwﬁ' :

I have seen two memuSGTiDt cophes of Peter Hobartts dim
made perhaps fmv. ‘ﬁh- other some m mn 8RO,




ufmu man, an angry God, mmlﬁ_.

first entry of which m*st least 287 years w. with lu
introductory remark: "I with my wife and four ehy _f ~
safely to New England June yeo 8: 1638: fmm’Mﬂ “
god ornunnnylu and king."

On almost every page of mu&mrmsunm-
bm. urruﬂ. died - a populous, growing line. These were ﬂ
lnktnofamu.bywum.forummmm
Just before or after he did, other Lincolns, distantly, if n all,

related. Indeed, there were wnan eight settlers of the
name otm: people. 7Today, as in Samusl's day, themost -
frequent name in the town nmds of mn“ Mnun; m
tolc’hom book - is Linocoln.

The fact that Samuel muolnmnur“sndlm
member thnmut his life in proof senough that he M n
straight and marrow path. Life was a serious matter under m |
Hobart = a matter of strictest rules, that the m»nm
saw to u that you obeyed or knew tht reason why. mmm
escape from church going, for every amuy morning a Ohlull of~
ficer went from house to house, running in idlers. m was no |
sleeping in church for at every aaﬁu & hawk-eyed watolman hﬁ
in the rear otthonutbuuuu.hmmmatwm
Who doszed with a pole, tickling the ear of wmuﬂm
You must at least appear to listen to Peter Hobart's #

mmtuum-o nm*g



have been, in the main, healthy and full of interest. 10g
disoussions exercise the mind if they de not umw
is & ourieus kind of pleasurs in horrers; and no Mﬂ w
orgies of serror in which the early Puritans Mﬂmm'
faseination. | ‘ by Ly
Their religion, too, was not of & Mﬁiﬂ“‘
tnexpressive, or servile. Under Peter Hobart's leadership, 'm ; j
dsed, 1t was just the epposite. Samusl had Deen but a few »
in Hingham when the tmmonmubyamlﬁhﬂ
General Court, a sort of e¢olonial «mu at Boston, rma m
them all by tho ears: utntouotnomummt*
of how far the central authority was to interfere with M

11berty- | e
The trouble arose over the captaincy of Hi ghsin?
company of militia. The majority of the town fell m W ﬂl
man who had held the position for some time and dlﬂM Oﬁdﬁ :
cessor. The %nim Court yefused teo nuty-. mv nm o
in a revolt aptnct this u-uzu. and signed a pe ‘ :
ncmuoanon. Governor Winthrop and the mm
this quuttatu of their authority. There was & tml

which went against Hingham and led to ‘the uun ané‘

there was no reason for the fine, he ﬂ‘vmm
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~ Court was going beyond the powers of its charter, not Olu tl
this case but others. :

All of this of course only stiffened the backs Qt
the suthorities. Hobart was a marked men. On & later

AR A

when the ministers of the colony had been summoned to mm.
he was ordered out of the meeting. And again, when & grest m
riage of a.former Hingham resident was to be ou-uu at llliln. ,
and Hobart was asked to come and prudn. the magistrates mthh
hame. The riasen they gave wau that Le was & 'boumm
would speak his mind."

The quarrel was & long time in ubluluc The i
Einority which backed up the central mﬂ}uﬂtt“ claimed M -
the development of Hingham was seriously injused by its spirit
of revolt: However, what they w have lost in this mm
in a vigorous nittt which oonumnd unafraid to m
even ecclesiastical authority if its rights were tm* _‘

Just as Samuel Lincoln was oul.d to m m ol
local authority should end and central suthority um;. n h m
early obliged to consider that standing question of ﬁn '
rights of rich and poor. Almost immediately the onfr
settlers » and they made up four-fifths of the ’ma,m
nu-uxvu up againet the ruling few. Again and
shows 1tself in the Tecords of the doings of the ma
A classtoal case is that of Mrs. WAtia cuun



presperous enough to provide himself with pens. Nps. m m

had Mum the animal she had lost. The decuments in M m
‘seamed to show that the lady did not have satisfactory m

‘poor, the tyranny of the General Ounoﬂnuuumm

Runaway animals, particularly pigs, were one of “ ;
annoyances of the early settlers, and it is mot to be
thn a stray was omn captured and confined by the

no pn. and she brought suit against a neighber m, she f :

that the sow she claimed was hers, and yet, in spite of N&. e
the deputies stood by her « she was poor, the man she susd ﬂ M;
Indians, damnation, infant hotl-¢ the rich W m

that Samuel Lincoln was forced to consider and decide =
that kept his and his neighbors' minds sotive » not otw
peaceful subdbjects, but stout ones, fit for men, bound to “Q’

grip, character.

Unhappily, not all of the Hingham quarrels in m
Samuel Iincoln must have taken part, were as worthy im |
as these. In the later years of his 1ife, Hingham was M‘l “
twain by a row over the ohurchu"bm enocugh m
the Puritsns, Indeed, Cotton Mather says that *the zebuildis
removing of meeting houses unfitted neighbors for tMQ p\
hands without wrath in mu‘hou‘u.' it umﬂa mgum
Hinghan.

A new nuuu house had bnm mm
that it ma ust £ qo. m«- what ..mu



l made comfortable in many ways unknown to Samuel's day, but

for the old building. In 1680 s subscription was taken up %o
which 143 members put their names. Samuel and his sons did very

well, putting in between them, something like $£5.' Then ocame
the question of the site. It was to be changed, and there was
sharp division of opinion. In 1681 the constable MMQ v@“ ‘
*for another place to get y® new meeting house on." The |
majority ruled but the feud has never quite died eut. "I they
had not put the meeting house there.® ::‘\%on a Hinghanite say [

pflén tow monthe ago.

However, that meeting house, bnnt in 1681 vuh the

money that Samuel and his sons and his neighbors mﬂ)ﬂ.
still stands; its splendid timbers sound uud seasoned, are %‘

be seen in its loft. It has been enlarged, h be lm. m“‘

ite bones and sinews are the same. And it has the distinctd
of being the oldest meeting house in this country, to have been
in continuous use for as long as 240 years- _

Samuel Lincoln worshipped in it to the end of Nli“’h
That end came on May 36, 1690. Under that date, Daniel Cushing
put down in his scoount book: "01d Sam Linkoln died of thn small ”

pox." Dread diseass! - the only d-uono one finds mentiont
15 Peter Hebart's diazy o Paniel Oushing's acssunt Desks

Samuel undoubtedly was buried in the :-u.y m . W
old cemetery, ht no mark of his grave nor ome of
wife nor of the three babes m lost exist today.




to have gone through & period of vandalism in the 18th and
early part of the 19th Sentury, when its chief ides was to rid
. as repidly upnum ofﬁu -u

herself as completely #a

. greveyard and all that was in 1it, above and below g.. "

1 do not know that I have ever come 8cfoss any more 3 _'
treatment than this that Hingham gave to the graves of ﬂhm
m:.umnsabrmmnutmmumgnm |
houses and built the first church, as well as the mwm
they are so proud today. Mmum:m,mztm _
shops and an easier approach to the u-:u w 00 W
down the hil), dumping bones and Deadstonss um m Mr
s garbags heap, as they went. nm » boyshm ddiginie of

f1at tomd stones and town Indian battles m m
their fathers. '
The old mm headstons, one of n&m

ma«mm. mmtmm»-m‘ »'
/ was turmed over, ealy to discover hat 1t was the B
one otm*lw mmm'a fam




who was to ousuwuumaluwmﬂm
country has pmud,. to the uxuum of Nu
‘of 1iverty and suthority, or the rich au the
-.ﬂﬁ umnmu. with which he m been Mnl ﬁ
Mr days.

3

(‘nu next artiele 'm deal mu m




