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Otwell, Indiana.,jﬁf 
June 22, 1931.

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
I20 East Nineteenth Street,
New York City,

Dear Miss Tarbell;=

Some #ime ago the question of establishing a National Memorial Highway alang
the route traveled by Abraham Lincoln,from his cradle to his grava, was reviv—
ed in Indiana, Last fall Governor Leslie appointed a Lincoln Mbmorial Highway
Commission to mark out the route traveled by the Lincoln family in theirxmigra-:
tion from Lincoln City inh Spencer county, through Southern Indiana to Vlncennes*
in 1830, lhis commission adopted as a tentative route that same route recomp
mended by the Weik-Cravens Commission of 1915, which lei from Lincoln-City,'
through Gentryville,then called Jonesboro, Dyle and Huntingburg tb~§§sper,‘then
called Enlow Mills, %here it turned westward and followed the old militgry‘
road, ordered cut out in I807 by General William Henry Harrison, whidh 1ed
through #reland, in Bubois county, then known as the Irieh bettlement. Qtwell
and Algiers, where it Jjoined with the Buffato Trace and thenee into Petersburg..

where the family crossed White! vtvennandmumvedﬂbn fbiﬂ?@deiincennes.

Realizing that there were other sections which claimed” to be bhethe route
eled by the Lincolns in 1830, the commission asked all sectlons claim

route to file briefls with their historian before beptember I, settlng forth hﬁf

reasons for their claims,
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ge two. Miss Tarbell,

Hal

Because of the illness of one of the members of our committeo. it haa beoom. mv“

'géuty to prepare the brief supporting the route from Jasper to Poteraburgﬁgf“¥1f“‘7
g3reland, Otwell and Algiers, g 'f .
;? have been told that somewhere in your atticles or histories of Lincoln. you hav
é} ferred to a letter which you have in your possession or which you havl”"“_on,*_
églly examined, which was written by some member of the Lincoln family,win whioh ft
\O

2t is stated that the family traweled the route I have just outlined. }Tho"gh If]

j@ave read your artieles extensively, I do not remember ever having read of auch

a letter, dndifact I have always felt that you favored the §elﬁin route,.x””" :

[V 17

ame "Polk Patch Trail® However if you have used,read or Been snch a"
Oo

an affdvadit éonteening this route, I am sure that you w111 be glad to tell me_ "'

?3¥st where I can locate it, Know1ng your gredt interest in ﬁincoln hi"'

Gettled and a fitting memorial highway might be built, WOrthy ofth man

Aﬁﬁmory it would honor,

J

Under separate cover I am mailing you a little monog

ICI!

Qstlng hfstoricail spots in our county, which would lie right o

AJ

should come this way, I hope to have this garden"Delectable H

marked soon, /
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have been traveled by the Lincoln family in 1830. However I am toc
dent ‘of history and too eager to see authentic pioneer hiatoryf

wnat the memorial highway come this way if any other other:sectian

more convinecing records than we hame¢,Ildo not wish the trail esta
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asking your consideration and assistahce if possible, I wn,

Very sincerely yours,

=
@
=
<
@
=
)
0
@ : .
rri‘Beulah Bragzelton Gray,
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