


. tnn thu-ty years after tho uunmtm

= to write a 1ife of the men he had killed I ref
I;; the story of his plot, his death, the tl'i!la

| ,(: : This deep-seated rolnotmo was b
|\: uomnl discovery that there was one -pot m
5 States outside of the man's boyhood home in Mas
}u: m only 80 far as 1 could make out-vhnn J"‘
o

o | , L h
o gone freely, mingling so familiarly with peopl

| «

with the best p.opho

up on locemda of hime They show you m
hn lived, the room he oaoup:lod, ‘the m;. ot‘
in which he had an msmm.

&q tell you of his z’ntmqamu,
-nm of towelss The town over-run




ard warring of his times. But there mtht

mamwonto find enough common towels. lnh
insisted on his own and plenty of them, and it is m.n |
remembered. They tell how going to and from the house .
in which he lived he often passed & 1little shop in M o
window of which the woman had the habit orpmmmm

He always stopped to play with the little one, and 1t ﬂiﬁ

child was not there went in to ask if-he"were’ t.‘..m ;
There are a few recollections, not so pluunt. m
bursts when 1t was suspected that he had been arink:
much, but nothing of pélities. li'ow remember m 4

even a mild expression of his opinion on the )
war, of Linooin.?\N A&}?’mr him as a Mblm ;
eruturo. 80 much more agreeable to have mﬂ: .
the multitude that this mad search for wealth m,

upon tho-o’p .

How conldumuhq‘huduq. m '
on a town, an impression that has endured for s
in spite of his crime and their horror over it, h
such a man have become an assassin? A politi
is not bom, he 1s the product of the m ‘

ons - an 1nhoritanoo, a background,
What was John Wilkes Booth's mm-ama
~boyhood, his education, his early contacts

3 MwMW&WW



& could it be that this friendly man ’!‘lﬂkm l'mm

e could rogk the world by a deed which he nlm phml aad

o mtodf

:i : The records are not many but in M m ﬁlmt
;_; There was his father, Junius Brutus Booth, a wila Mu u’

E— there ever was one. He had come to nu in Mm h 5
lf:; his hame as an setor and rival of Edmund Kean Mm -
E He soon became the grutnt figure on the American Mv”

“ :’ But there was no tmng/hu In America: as in Ium

lﬁ__ he indulgod in wild eccentricities, both on and otf

lg _ When not on tour Junius Brutus nna on a.
}E: outside of Beltimore. Here all but one or two of his M

= children were born. The ninth of these was John 'uktin -
kE ~ Jopnnie, they called him, born in May of law. ,_ m
lo_e years which Johnnie lived before his father's Mﬂh lﬁ 186

Lg were memorable for the wild mitomts. the tm 4o

E the poignant happiness that Junius Brutus Booth ,"

the household whenever he returned from a tour.

When in the mood he filled the pm va
rehearsals of the tragic and melodramatic parts u' whiol
dtarred. ?hc boy heard the ringing words of ﬁu
dramas of the English stage there on the umm '
He lumd of oout\uu. make-up, ghg; buumn .

his uthlr feneing, riding, danoins m 'hu m M



‘should by some means over-throw it? lym

:a ﬂu trees, the fields, the mwu.

places And sometimes he saw him laid mw

| What did it do to himt hmm

and oonﬂ.dod it once to his sister Asia.

"You know, Asia," he said, "I 'm

su.h of the evil as well as the good that is um

from those furious plays of fathers" ‘ .

He went away to school =~ 8t

Maryland's beste A schoolmate tells m the bms,

much of their future, their ambitions. Jum

he was to be great and famouss v

they asked. | ok B
"You have roq about the Mm

World", he answered. *uu, we'll take th.

for examples Suppose that ot..tuo was now ‘

to po:toriw and never be romtm, for u
the hi-torin of the times, and bo m
after we were deadl"



~ the Booths had always been at homes The m Ml ‘

Gibraltor and the other on an equally wod.unt roek o
the coast of Africas 1 would leave wmtm‘ and m
rest until I had devised some means to throw u W m

~the seas Then look out for history, mu-n. M,

Spanish and all Burope, Asia and Atrut would mm 8!: ;
the name of John Booths I tell you it would ho m wtnt
feat ever executed by one man." ey ’ i
"But suppose you went down 1t 187" ﬂuy e
. "L should die with the satisfaction of know
I had done something never before ucoonpnlhd by lw

man, and something no other man would probably ever Iu* iy

It seems to have been a foregone eo'
with hin and with his family that he was to be an um'
But Junius Booth left his family poor so Johnnu'
training must be picked ups He was persistant,
in the learning of parts as he helped Asia 'vuh‘ thl
or she helped him on the farm. He taught hihulr w
to ride, to run, to wrestle, to leap from high p,_’_"!:j;' 84

h:ahominthocmtrynnanb‘ﬁ., ‘
five miles from Baltimore where there was a tm" e in

$6400 a weeks He learned all the ways of the
known to the managers, mm.ormam
the stage handse There was even one among the lat:
the elder Booth had used in building Tudor Hall, s



country home was calleds His name was ldmd Om!w; :
We are to hear of him later.

One day Johnnie came home to hllﬂ.thmi ,
that he was launcheds He had made his first tpm
on the stage - one night only = but in big uylhhu Mother
and sister and friends listened with pride as he ;mm‘”j
over his success, told of what he hopod to do with himse
in the future.

Two years more and he was in um, ir
atock. doing well, so his mother wrote, nw hu

~letters showed him irritated when he had to take a bad part

but he was getting on, not dutined to be as groat m «w
as his brother Edwin, he told his sider eoaﬂdnntulh; m |
did he mean to go into Edwin's territorys, The South 1
be his fields The more he saw of it the more he um Mw L
These were his kind of people, this was the kind of M |
for a gentleman, Sl
}(7 Soon Asia and his Mother were wmmn
sensed a rival to the stage dividina his mtornt - ﬁu jiess
It had shown 1tself earlys When he was nothing mt 0y W
he had joined our rirst great popular Anti-slien society,
the Know Nothings, then flourishing in h_ryham-: ‘

Betiines o' Maruhind sene e wide prop-mtm. m

believed in direct action, led in rioting. Joh

out later and later at night,




The femily's distress was q‘nﬂm by
detestation of the prineiples of the Know Nothingss m
was no anti~alien, antiereligious sentiment among the o
Booths. They were shooked, too, at the aristoeratis | otions
developing in John. There was his min&wn mi mu
laborers sit at the tablé with his mother and nm,ﬁ’
g00d Americanism of that day demanded. It was au .
to the Booth tradition dating back to his Mum,m
English Bu'rintor. who kept a pieture of m :8hingt :
in his drawing room and insisted that every one m m tm
bow to his reverence. ,
He was still in Richmond when in Ootob:
John Drown attempted to selze the arsenal at W rTYs
Virginia, arouse the negroes to revolt. Among M ..
joined in the hunt for Brown and after the upmm
rolled in his guard was John Wilkes Booths lom o
among those who saw Brown hanged in December, num
sang, "John Brown's Body Goes Marching On,"
Through '60 and '61 Booth ,p:hnajm'
uuu. just where and when we do not knows He a
and his mother in those days saved play bills,
lotters, tracing the course of his caveer, how
about it, whet the public felt about it, what |
plma sald or M.n. what tﬂ..ndl sald, m :
long he -umznmacr that town, mth-




e parts, bad parts, all the gossip of a rising m m to. . G
& family,

On the might of April 15th, 1865, in
her home in Philadelphia was to see all Mth
otwwummrmm.mbym' ,
If we had all of that family co

would be easy to tnu'h;themdomam 1inking,
only Moauomny but politiecally, for in the ;nu'_of
end '61 he saw in the South the rising tide of rebellio

the coming of the Wars Deeply as he was ntn'M; m" :
more convineced as he was of munmmpmtorw“

: not join the Army. What would he be there? m
a private - no colossus to pull down theres ‘
‘ But Booth soon saw that there was no
g : vith&n the Confederacy for a young and able Wﬂ ac

il

wn on the astage of war, and at mm m‘.
to the lorﬂu R 2-2 :

The ru play bills prournd in m
wm-tipm of the country, notably the amm

176
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in January 1862 in St. louts, Missouri; a week
the Broadway Theatre in New York; two weeks :
”! two weeks at Grover's m.m An Ve



was Romeo - he was qummmm
Pescara in The Apostate - Claude Melmotte in m
Lions. &pxuummlumurmmm'
Macbeths The oritics were friendlys "Wilkes !
reminds ue of his father in meny respests,
not imitate him," said the Boston Transeripts
strong indications of genius in his acting m u‘
the most promising young actor on the Mm

ho played his two week's engagement :n
of '63 the President of the wm s;.g..,.',”

John Hay who records the party in his dhrr
"Rather tame than otherwise."

looking for investments o
Boston had been & man by the name of dohn A
Jo Mu mvlf”l' the




game, turning his hand to whatever came up. IO was
his headquarters in Franklin, Pennsylvenia, and to' ey
Simonds persuaded John Wilkes Booth to some to look m o

the fields It was not long before he had ylelded to m .’.
lure and with Simonds and two other thaatricna.nmu,er iha‘
day - Thomas ¥, Mears and John A. Ellsler - = had
they called The Drems§ic 01l Gompanys Mr. Johm P, B
a hadmg lawyer of Franklin, who has made a w
:I.mut:l&ation of the aotivities of this ccupmy,w oti
certified coples of all existing documents,has hom good
enough to let me use his findings. Mr, Budke has for
reco:rd of The Dramatic 011 Company e a corpora“m

In his judgment no sush corporation ever m-M;

"It was the custom during the oil ex
he says, "for a compeny, in a sense that the vtord
suggests a group of men, to ﬁdopt a name rér mu or
prises."

This seems to have been what h&ppmt m
Booth and bis friends, Simonds, Nears and Ellsler had
desided to try thoir luck as oil producers, chose a mam
celebrating their profession, bought three acres of .
aoross thonrivor from the town of Pranklin M pr ceede
drill & wells Booth's investment in this ent ":,
acoordmg to Simonds was $6,0004004 |
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partisanship, democrats suppex-ﬂng the ilf M

‘bitterly attacking the able democrats (M
. ,co relly the whole qmum had mt m. 08!

in Boston.

But In this going .beﬁt the Omhvylnm
doing more than playing great roles. He was more lﬂ
more engrossed with tho political situation, uu M m
embittered by the xmosdedes Shat A8s Asnd ring with which
the North had from the first of the War lthqpm te w-
c.trOh ths South was mphgming and closing-

down 1t early m- very year when he went to lay in Ne:
Orh_uu.. Vicksburg had fallen; Lee had been driun M
from 3onnlylnnh3 the blockade was becoming more M m
effective. ;
\ But 1f the North was winning on the Southe
battlefield was it not losing at home? It must m seemed
80 to Booth as he went over the country., Here was an '
unity of purpose and of action as in the South, o
The South had no doubt of its ch&nt
North was dividodc As Lingoln jut it there m
that were for the Union, with or without lhmi
those that were for it with, but not uithontt mm
were for it without, but not with. :
The situation was cmhufoﬁ W 1)

best to weaken Lineoln's condust of the war,




intrigue in the Cabinet, strife and division in ﬂu m. -
supposed eindell of peace,

Highly organized secret societies M vﬂm
seeking to hamstring the Matrutim.“liﬁq m ]
There were the Knights of the Golden 0m10. M
known as Oopperheads, an order to which Booth,

is belleved to have belonged, the Knights h-vsu al
place in llryland of the old Know loﬂun; puw
the Order of American Knights - the 0 A K 8, as tm
flonrilhing partioulu'ly in the Middle West, m ma)
thousands of men, hnndu.ng plenty of money, plmlag a No
western Oonfederacy to join the Southern MMMM
throwing the North. The Osks speeialized in nuwf‘
hindering enlistments, fighting the draft » n
and particularly in stirring up discontent m ‘
coldhrl in the field, persuading them to dnm.f

to escape if they were arrested.

The success of all these Mmm of
paralyize the North depended the plotters roauum
down the people's faith in Lineoln, npro.uu“
eontempt end hate for him. They had mush to m
by the very supporters of the Northern uun.

oondmt of the war was under the continual ﬂ.m
the press, the uﬂuppy masses mmg to
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When in the aprmg of 1864 m
Pranklin, Pennsylvania he was not long in
many in the town who shared this uuom
: . distrust of the Presidents The attitude of

o portion of the population was best expressed & 1
= leading newspaper - The Venango Spectator - whish
5 earried since the summer of 1862 at the head at‘-:'.iv,ﬁl o

i editorial page in black-faced type the tcuuug

“_%: Gl OUR rumn

Q— ‘ + Iincoln 1is not tha WM

o States Government, The Government u .
& ours, and we owe uhm to 4t -';;;i i
G : : ldnooln is not ours, end n‘“ m )

owe allegiance to him. Mr, mm'c _
term of office is short and fhotm M




e
i b

et e




G AR man.uv.tum-umoumu“

he eonfided his ideas? I think it doubtful, mtm
were active Southern agents in the motley mﬂ qt m o :
Operators is probably true« Espionage went on « ver, :
A pleturesque so-called Confederate spy nﬂu ts ‘
Genter in 1864 was sald to be a friend of Mﬂh MW
Shwxsotortema Prench Kate - tha/wistrsss of a famous gamble
of the period - Ben Hogan, mwmmuu.'t'
said, possibly knew she was an agent of the Oont-m“,
that he ever confided to her or to any one in thn
his idea thnt he could render the South ald which
the tide of battle by kidnapping the l'ruzdont MG 1
the shadow of evidences All that is sure, hma ey
that in August he left Franklin tor hlﬁi‘oﬂ M ,
two former schoolmates, Samuel Arnold and IS.M O*'
Just back from two year's service in mmn
he told them what he had deolded to undertake and i
after mich debate agreed to go with hims That ti
money in it for thm; big money ascording to Booth
to have been mmnfuotorinumlnc mm
Ho had taken his first step, m@,u‘ ‘
m-mw-mtum.mmm em.:m
carry out the aot with hope of successs




2
2

.

Q}—{: He began his preparation by divesting himself
“L & of his interest in the Dn.nltio 011 Companys The mil
E in this mmcuon are all to be found in the Oourt m
- in Franklin. They show thnt on tho 29th of temb ,
I(:?- . Booth's one third interest was passed over to J\D lm

'gﬁ as a trustee.  The records do not prove that bn vas in

= Pranklin at this time, but I should say the probability s;_qj‘[
I(?’ that he wass Too strong an impression has come ammot |
g" - his presence there, not only in the Summer but in the nu ‘_ 
[—t TR
'(; of '64. to bolievo that he never was back after he llft

Ei Auguat. l - ey
G It 1s certain that Ootober found/in Ganada.
E Had he gone there to lay his plan before -Tuo‘b M

the head of the Oonrodomto service in Canadat For w ,',  ,

months now Thompson had headed an active group ar pmm‘f

intent on furthering by every possible means the mom;

the North against Lincolns Thompson's apiu were mi
everywhere through the states. He furthered uﬂ; m | 4o
and counsel the active schemes of the Various orA ; |
Copperhead groups. &+t was with his money and m k&l
direction that boats were burned on the m-uum, atte
made to burn cities, prisoners run South. At m
‘the efforts were directed largely to seising ,
releasing the Gonfederate soldiers and helpimg them £i
way to the South. : ' o







Knew mtmnm-mmmohmmm l.
had two JUBERE in mind for the seizure - the '
tho’rnid.ntwuldbouhh&umm:n lomm
audience, knew that for the business he pm it mil
ve °Bi¥ intorested in seeking to connest what had h
with the drama it was utoh.tn@ &thﬂ‘lﬂ“ :
way before it had awakened to the truthy x-unmumu
a hero braving death for his causes 5
A less dramatic pouibiutr 'huh h‘ 1w
rowdod as 2 makeshift was £ surer - to scapture ﬁt
Proli.dmt as he went about half guarded to lﬂ b!on m_
Soldiers' Home on the hill above the oity. e
Nore d1ffieult for him was knoving ¢
to do with the President once he got him, how ho was
him out of Washington, by what route reach the Poto:

his friends, the North, pu-hupa cost his uﬂ;
a dooument which he prepared at this time and
mp:.n' in his brother-in-law's hands, John t.
comedian ~ Asia's husbends This M
opMunnlthhtoroma mmu
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papers and bélongings in the homes of both sister and
brother. It was addressed "To Whom it May Concern."

And it laid down his reasons for what he was up to. There
is much that is melodramatic, much that is incoherent in
the document, but from it one can select a clear statement

of his creed.

"I have ever held the South were right.
The very nomination of Abrahem Lincoln, four years ago, spoke
plainly war, war, upon southern rights and institutions. His
election proved ite = = ~ = = = =

"The country was formed for the white, not for
the black man. And looking upon African slavery from the same
standpoint held by the noble framers of our constitution,

I, for one, have ever considered it one of the greatest
blessings zboth for themselves and us) that God ever bestowed
upon a favored nation. #ltness heretofore our wealth and
power; witness their elevatlion and enlighterment sbove their race
elsewheree. IXRRA XX [REXRXRXRX ARAXXXREX XK KR AKX RIK X2 RH

"The South can make no choice. It is either
extermination or slavery for themselves (worse than death) to
draw frome - - - -



"I have also studied hard to um e
what grounds the right of a state to secede hu o
when our very name ted States, and the d¢ : on of
independence both provide for se0ession: = = = = = = =

"My love, (as things stand m) u m L

the South alons. Nor do I deem it & dishomor in attempting
to mko for her a prisoner of this man to whom she m o~
much of u“ﬂ. D T el

"A oonrodorato doing duty upon his own
re-pom:.binty.

hon after the election Booth set m h
familiarize himself with Southeastern 'uvhnd m
which the escspe must be made, his errand the buying d‘
horses, the trading in land. He studied roeds, |
swemps, hide-outs; he studied the people, hn.mod mu
sympathiess They were over-whelming wmnm., !I
found. There were those who were out-npohn. ndicat
wanting action; those who were neutral, cautious, 12
to involve themselves in any way that might yt“
bad with the government under which mymm
which they were beginning to suspect ﬂuy mt

1

live. _ .
It 1s pretty certain that Mpxklx befor
‘of the year he had the map of the territory M :
expected to sarry his vietim well in minds '
But he must have a larger
So far he had but the two drafted num;.



need was ncnhoiy who knew this hﬂ&iﬂv with m ht
was trying to acquaint himself, knew its roui. u‘ ti.
peoplee '
He was lucky in finding a m m of tw
= John As Suratt - whose business for some M
"Mbomtomnomtorthommu
carrying messages, bringing back information he hul tif'
ups Suratt was probably as l.uoonarul a young m u 3.
Confederates had developeds He had great contempt
Northern -piin. Hed he mt omud messages in m voots for
months end they had mot dissovered themt It took m{n‘_
convince Suratt but finally Booth did it end th 0
months of preparation he was the most useful and |
of Booth's aldes. His great value was clear-hes

05

consclous of danger points and guickness to uvou’t om
something in which Booth, himself, was weaks

A heart-breaking feature of the 1ife :
carrying on was the effect upon his family, hia s

Philadelphia, his mother at Edwin Booth's in New

Asis has told how he would frequently come to m
}num- and wewix) throw himself on a eouhum
taking off his long muddy riding boots. 1288
he would sleep for hours, though not infm
sudden visits strange men arrived nm




It was all mysterious, terrifying | 'ht Y
was he doing? It was 6lear he was carrying on some wild
and secret business. Asia wormed out of him that h'"m
smuggling quinine to the Confederates then in dire need
of it, and aho heard exultant stories of his success S-I
running the blockades e

Frequently he went to New York to vu&tﬁﬁ
his Mother living with Bdwin and she like the-sister became
more and more alarmed by his strange hints, Wm erratic
performances, indifference to his profouion. Indeed, u
all these months he appeared but twice on the lh&l.*ln
New York on November 26th at what was known as the ho& ,
ﬁonoﬁt for the Shakespeare Statue Fund, the thru Wv
appearing in Julius Cassar - Bdwin as Brutus - Junius Bru ,
as Oassius - John Wilkes as Mark Anthony. & The «m‘m., :
on Mareh 16th in Washington when he played Puom in m
Abostate at a benefit for his friend John nodnum

As December came towards its end Booth ﬁ‘&t
confident that he was ready for action. The route of escape
would be kept opon by Suratt who was to take m ot Nl.[ﬁ,fj'
part of the business, He had rented a stable in the roar
of Pord's Theatre, put in 1t two horses, hired. [ mm har
his 014 Baltimore and M:' &11 uwm; Bdwer
to take care of thems  In case the act was P




'a box in Ford's Theatres They were coming tom‘

 what they would do with Mpamamm‘

as he seems always to have homdlmwm'mh“
that the rear door was open, that is mmum'in
more likely aide As it turned out it u-Wm
mumatoa-pom mtezm'.muwu
Johnnie was to bring hinm death, '
muu:mryunu-amtmumn
young man by the name of Harold, notgocdt‘or-mhmn '
German - Atzerott, who knew the river and had ferrie
Confederates back and forth at night from his MD h
Port Tobacco, useful for this iaportant bit of mm h
the plans A little later Booth picked up in Mm
another actor - John Payne. Nobody mthommu
willing to carry on to the bitter end, no matter iuw 1t was,
as was to be proveds o
it was not unul January 18th M m
came to put on hi- acts Amdoom The nnmmg cr“mt'ﬁ
Lincoln with certain members of his Cabinet was to ooew;

hm;tor in Jagk Quades T

At once he went into astion wim m—‘
assoglates to the theatre to asgeuint them with the how
with the boxes, the condition of the doors, the exi
stage, assign them their partsi- Who was to put oul






»

his venem. Everything about him proved his nnﬂmo
he told Alh. his appearance, his p‘d.mo. hi.l 30' m;
his vulgar similes, his frivolity. He was a man m
from the ashes of old John Brown, a false husma aaa ’
he sang with jeers a current rorrning "In ma m_unu
shall be King,"
Although his whole mind was set on
his plan of kidnapping he took time for love making, 1
through all this fateful vdntor a thread of romance m i
He was courting Bessie Hale, the charming daughter d‘ ,__gf‘:,'? o
Hale of New Hampshire. Asia tells how on St. hhn _,
Day of 1865 he spent the night n's.ting a hhaﬂu n .
strange oontrut to ‘the nights when she saw him amm
and disheveled to throw himself exhausted on a downstairs ov
By the first of Mareh he was back in Washd
and on the fourth sat on the platform not far m- m _
President during the inauguration exercises, m )1y the
of Bessie Hale, mybo her escort. '
ir mthing was needed to harden B
deternination the inaugural would have done its

Almighty's way of punishing the world for
slavery, He writhed under ILincoln's uohla
umuzm.ummzmpxmupnm




hundred and £1fty years of warequited teil should be m o
mmmpubmammwxmmmmh”“ ‘
by mthor dravn with & sword, still mast it ln M
the judgments of the Iord are true and mﬁm
This was asking him to WMU'
vietion, the convietion that slavery was ome ot'm g
bleseings that God ever bestowed upon a favored lufj
He had no ears for Lincoln's noble plea for malice
none, ohu'ity for alle The man must be p\tlhd do :
Again he went back to his plotul‘a ‘li
almost unbelievable fact is thet Booth never mﬂ-l m'm
brought together his accomplices. He had Qn].’.nm m
first two seven months before, but it was not mﬂl ffi i
midnight on the 17th of Mareh, 1865, mtehommtq
mist have at once realized that between them mnm
no bonds, except Booth and the knowledge they shared & &
secret vhich discovered might lsnd them all m‘
urriod out might land them all on the sanonu
They quarreled at this meeting om "m:
for their act. Booth held out for the umm !
most intelligent of his crew contended that ki
Iincoln in full view of a filled theatre, the
alive with actors was inviting fallure, 4 ;

()




destrusctions They were willing to do the Job wthm
« £irst rule of conspirators is not to mzm‘m tom ‘
out of the ploture. Mot so Booth, He num .'
to see him as the center of the puturu . _
The quarrel was settled on the m ﬂ“ S
20th when Booth learned that in the afterncon Lineoln was
to attend & benefit at the Soldiers' Home. He quickly
called his cast together giving them s rendevous np. the
on the road to the hilltop home. Here five of Mm
one being sent ahead to make sure that ovorrﬂnn'm
for the escape. : i ! T
Their plen was simples They nﬂ to hlllm
of the woods when the carriage puud. knock tho &.’Wdh ove
arive away with the President. ey ,
They gathered as minsod, Mt’or Lon
But when the carriage came Lincoln was not in l.h
had bnn taken by another - Seecretary Chase M u
auy did not want Chase, he had no exchange nm
'.B:o baffled eonnpz.rut.or- went Wt
scareds It was a threatening omen, th.i.l DM' L
fhe same reason-the non-appearance of the mtm"
the Mm of the President seen them




(S

{é Booth left at once not to come back to stay

& uitil the 8th of April. Nost of this fortnight he spent

Lé in New York at his brother Edwin's house where hil nﬂur

et

— was - the last visit he was ever to make hers He must |

ii " have givoh her some convineing proof that he was Mﬂoﬂ ‘

& to a deed which might forever separate them for a.tm ha hld.

-

S gone she wrote him:-

:\; "Imnoiounlothor,llonnydowm

:‘_—? botoro country or anything else."

Q. Many Pranklin people believe that mm th-

6 | days when he left Washington on the 21st of lu'ch lad hu

Iz: rntmonAprnaththtmn.mmonnom.-Aum i’

% of his ealendar for 1865# shows that 1t was possible m | -
P‘ him to have made three or four visits there between the riwa o
= of Junuary and the 15th of April. 4 That would whﬂr o
T Franklin's belief that he was about the town in this periods

N A study of this calendar shows lijewise that it vas W”ﬁh

for him to have spent six weeks there just befotie the
assassination as a few insist.

# The basis of this calendar is the rasinw of ﬂn el
National Hotel, his Washington home, admitted as . :
in the trial of the sonspirators. m- rosilm his
zEaingaxxng comings and goingse

Arrived - gu. g.. _}::: ‘ Left - Jans
an 4
. Pedb, 22, 1865 5y
" Mar. 1, 1865 el
: Mar, 85, 1865, o

Apr. B, M |
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2 What & different town Booth found when on

%Ll:‘ the 8th of April he came back to V‘nhinston. ld.m

lg had fallen - the end of the War was near. Already there
- was a loosening of tension, already the air was full of

= planning for readjustment, reconstruction. Only the

E; sympathizers of the Confederasy went about with m M
= and grim faces.

E ' ~ Through the fortnight that Booth had been m _'
E_ Lincoln had been with Grant before Richmond., He now came
i back bringing news appalling to the sonspirator = the mmar
8  of Lees Booth was forced to listen to wild omltiag.

{E}’: ’ watch pooph/ﬁ:o;ing with Joy, | uses with

é  flagsy Rouuatmp«koraupau.'aumfthnm
u cherished had fallen, the South, efavery. The splendid
% plan which was to relieve the Confederacy, ltllp his m iﬂ
E history as a savior had no meaning nows What mm h. ‘.
\©

f:i : - with a kidnapped Union Fresident with the Oomh i
T}/ government in flight? What eould a rluias M b
Q’{f ﬂ with his prisoner? S
i— Up to this time it seems clear that m uu

of assassinating Lincoln had never bom urmal entertained
by Booth, Assassination would not restore ptilom ﬁ |

the Confederscy, But mt noﬂ - His whole ﬁom
80 saturated with hate and contempt for Mmﬁnmh
was necessary to esse his despairs There was no




hut in ro:caung, but mz ﬁw




- business of selzure and escape which for mmmm

the colored man. "I would prefer myself that it were now
econferred on the very intolugont and on those lho Qm
our cause as soldiers." .

The man Payne was withnoothin ﬁnm
and he §§s to tell later mtmm.wmm
words he ordered him to shoot Lincoln on the spots |

brute that he was, had a cooler head. He mum ﬁnt

thers would be no escape, that they might be torn ““ ::

. by infuriated men.

But Lincoln had sealed his fates Mth m ' 
there wes no way now for him but assassination. l:ll i
opportunity came early for on the 14th of Apru 1t was
apnounced thet Lincoln was to eppesr that night at M’Q

Theatre with General Grant just back from Aymtmw e

on his way North as his guests Quickly u_ : ur
members of his cast still in town Booth lotxlﬂm mﬂ

preparing and which already twice he had tried M 80 futtl 2 !
But now his mind wes set on more mm
of one man. He would buteher not Lincoln alone but
who bad worked with him in over-throwing the South, freeing
the ahvol - Gunt, Seward, Vice~President Jo : :
doubt his list would have been longer if NM
moushtoaomund, but thammoonhmm’




‘man they knew so wells

°:;8""‘"ul’m the

h @id on his agllity in hupi-nc-

By daylight his name was mm
the lend - as he had dreamed that it woulds It
to Uunkun, Pennaylvmhc'
station agent was busy selling tickets f

"My God, do you hear what is o
wires? President Lincoln was shot ‘h:‘-t.m}

knew so nn.‘l" ‘ i
It did not teke long to learn &

: All day men gathered to
ooming in. There was an occassionsl



o Frenklin? They were his friendss What doe

like Booth and he eried out his suspieions xum '_7"}‘ |
police to save the man, There were rare outk : v
satisfaction. "Goody, goody,"eried a girl or:
only to feel a strong hqnd over her mﬂl and a lv

ordering her to shut ups But these me. stray ex
hotomuawhohaom hrmﬁhhmz””
familiar and romantic figure in their bWﬂ; Q ,

and -n'.tundly‘. always one of them. What mm !
in this? That they had a part was reMmM

examining the house where he had lived, but not so
know amuning the files of The Venango lponhm

seemed incredible that he could long elude hh P
Where would he go? Would he come to them = his fi

all friends of Booth, What should they do,
mm if as they thought possible he should

ﬁrnM@wmﬂthum‘
' "mtotmmmf




door opened - it was not!aoﬁu
_ There was little hate in Franklin
mm and griefs And today, mmu; rm

mcmw

i “Mnmmabout mmuhotunmmlr
say sedly, "i don't knows"

beginning,/hel towgcjmm a1l the ngeuana.
Ip u his dutﬁ;’ iw wwm&,u #n

am I here in dolpt&r," M o

.ﬂm mo moﬂ the end;.  'eold and wibvug* with

bk M mam me?! b

MWWM ‘the mtn-nt of his

And ot the wery

! he mwom. 'I dte for my




