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An incident occurred during one of the o‘u‘l_ii'_:ug'_,g?f thhmd

County Cirouit Coubt at the period mentioned, that !!r!;i.!J!,Qgg multf . .
of Mr. Lincoln's easy manner with his former oountry-;folk-: trionuumnd/ :
Salem, even under trying circumstances, B , A
Political "stump speaking® was not then put aside Aurhl; OM
terms, but, on the omtrary, promoted b thoﬁ. A platform had bna onc“sl
in one cormer of the court house yard, for use during an wtm'u uniu 0!
the Circuit Court, and was being used alternately by Whig and Duoouti.c "
speakers at noon=day, or in the afternoons and evenings after a.djoumout of | )
court,
On the day referred to the judge amnounced, at the close of the
morning session, that court would not convene again until “"about three "ﬁ‘el‘“k.'-
It was understood, without the saying, that public speaking saused this con- ‘
session. After dinner the people from all directions began assembling in the
court house yard near the platform. The latter was a crude affair, yot of
generous size. Two rude bench seats, made from slabs, extended its full
length at the back side. No table or board stood on the fromt of‘tho plat-
form to hold the paper-canned thoughts in manuscript that some present day
speakeps require. Rude board steps at each end led up and down the several
feet in height of the platform. _
After dinner, on the day referred to, the judge, lawyers and neigh=
boring “Squires,” and "principal citizens™ began filling these seats nldy )
for s speech to begin. Presently, from all sides arose the cry of “LW'

v

"Lincoli!" =-- "Abe Lincolni"

i

Nr. Lincoln, who was never in any degree of lmste to begin a 'puq;i,-__,g ¢ |
arose leisurely from his seat on the patform, took off his tall hat, shook ..

down ite contents of letters, papers and cléppings from newspapers, vith I_

it was partly filled, and stooping down, placed it carefully undor iho SR

bench on the platform where he had been sktting, and then turning, f
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crowd around the platform and began his opooch.

A fev minutes after there appomd :l.n fmt of &o ph‘bfom, ju

beneath where Mr. Linclon was standing, James Pantier, ruting hil foldtd / :
arms on the outor edge of the plattorn. There he stood ':I.th fan Mllrmd T
at an angle, so that he could look up the nearly seven feet Mo th' ayukor"

face. His hat was pushed back to the greatest uglo possible, en ﬁo bak of.'..jf.
his head and shoulders; and, such a hat! All semblence of rim or orm llad

been soaked and pressed out of it by rains and snown from vithout,,‘_ lmdby '

the heat and moisture from toil, of the head on which it mnow rntod,l:lkou
huge funnel-shaped hopper., b

His clothing vould have been the despair of a modern sociﬂy odim
to ddscriber I will mention the hunting=Bhirt mede of home woven bh\. f}iﬂ!.
trimmed across the shoulders with buckskin fringings; the sailor eollar. ﬁ.dﬂ
and overlapping in fromt, fringed also with long buckekin lacings, nnt p:m-" kg

tically designed to fold over the head in storms of wind, rain and anw,

trousers of home woven, bark colored jeans, faced above and below tho tnn“
with buckskin =- too short at the ankles by mamy inches and aho'ing falt Qh«l'-,
with heavy boots, foxy-red by long tramps on hunting trips through the t!.ld 5
prairies of blue stem grasses and timber undergrowths. pink

Thie clad and poised, for several minutes stood Jimmie Pan :b
hunter, trapper, faith-doctor, saw-mill owner and farmer of Bandﬂ.'
the oldest settlers there, and among the first of Lincoln's fr.tcndl to s
him financially when sorely pressed by debts at Salem, and 'at ﬁon
plenty Lincoln had been often entertained onm his surveying trlnpl, p
through Sandfidge and Salt Creek bottoms. |

At length, failing to attract Mr. Lincoln's notioo, hi.: ch'

“Howdy Abel"

treble voice piped out == "Howdy Abel" -= and yet evodthe thix' t

"Howdy dy Abel* before Mr. Lincoln, who had ceased opu.klag,::f‘

where the call came from.  Then, looking down, he covdj; ly

"Why, how are you, Uncle Jemmied¥ and, stooping, -
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rupted, and proceeded as if no pause had been made.
Pantier meanwhile, affer being seated, ronovod the remaﬂm”b hlt.
twisting it about as if uncertain what to do with it, ultil neucinz ilr. et
Eincoln's hat under the seat, he rolled his up and thrust the crudb hlluh 1&0-‘:}.:‘:
that, and then eettling himself comfortably back in the seat v:.th Judgo ‘!‘mnt g '.: ‘.'"7,'.”_“
on ane side and the Han, B. S . Edwards on the other, fixed his oyu und atun-ti'f:iiﬂ'
tion on the something less than seven feet of Ilr- lincoln as he ﬁoed m‘kﬂl‘
in front of him, ,
But he mcted 111 at ease. There was samething 1m-pru-1b1¢ u h!.c e

manner, something that must come out. He had come to town that day to m llr.

Lincoln and hear him speai, and he wished i treat him with all pouiblo °°uv-

tesy at his former home. He had once before this visited Springﬁ.lld to on L-. ;

Mr. Lincoln and his femily in their home, where lrs. Mary mmn. had ’”
entertained and enjoyed the quaint old character, this winning tihio,_,gw‘
hearted man's interest and love forever. He now showed bymnmlmﬂlt
mbout on his seat that something was unfinished. At lenghh the t"‘b”

piped out =- “Abe! Abe! == 1 forgot to ax you about how Mary and the babi

Mr. Lincoln again stopped, turndd hal? way around s . le :
and in a low gentle voice replied: "all well, when I left th““ :
yesterday morning, Uncle Jimde; all very well, thank youl® ... M x

speech as if nothing unusuel or private had again interrupted htl.




