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H.E. BARKER

Lincolniana
1922 Soutrn HoBArT BOULEVARD
Los AncGeLes, CALIFORNIA

Jan. 31, 1935
Miss Ida M. Tarbell
120 E. 19th New York
Dear Miss Tarbell:

For some time I have thought of writing, or
compiling, some eketches concerning Lincoln's education,
and particularly in reference to the booke he is known
to have read.

Since coming from Springfield to Los Angeles
about seven years ago, 1 have made a special study of
Lincoln's reading, and have formed a collection of more
than one hundred of such books as he is knowmn to have
read, besides which, I have made careful search of many
blographiee and have found references to 187 such books.

I believe I can write a series of seven arti-
cles, of which the enclosed MSS would be the first, each
equally interesting. This would not be due to anything
original that I might eay, but to the interesting things
others have said, and which I would gather into groups
bearing on a specific subject. The subjects treated would
be Memory, School-texts, Hist.& Biog., Theology, Law,
Humor, and Poetry.

If what I produce is worth publishing, I would
naturally like to be paid something for my work. I thought
you might lend a friendly hand to bring this about. If my
idea is right but my composition wrong, you might edit
each article and share with me what they bring.

Possibly this first MSS will be in time for f1se
on Feb. 12th when all the papers are printing new and old
material on Lincoln.

I an 'drawing my bow at a venture' and will be
most happy to win your approval.

Sincerely,
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A SOURCE OF LINCOLN'S POWER.
Py H. E. Barker,

In seeking for the source of Abrahan Lincoln's power, the mattq?ﬁgf his

extraordinary aemory is to be reckoned with as constituting a prinéipdl o
factor.

Memory alone, a natural gift, is not enough. The young student of grammar
quickly learns and glibly recites the defination of etymology, =~ tﬁat it
"treats af the derivation, classification, and various modifications of
words,' - but of what use is this parrot-like recital, scoring ite mark of .
'perfect,' if the words are not underatoﬁd and applied to the matter in haQQ?yf?

A natural gift,- God-given, Lincoln's remarkable memory enabled h;m in
early boyhood to repeat to his young companions long paseages from:thg books: .
he had been reading, and also to repeat almost word for word the oécaéibn&l
speech or sermon to which he had listened. Not only would he memorize tﬁe
words but his keen faculty for observation enabled him to remember and re-
produce the odd gestures and intonations of the speaker, to the great delight

of those who heard hie aiaicry.
But to ameuworize and repeat without understanding wae not enough for the

boy Lincoln. It irritated hin when hie elders talked in & way he could,not“f

understand. Years later at the White House, he told the artist Carpqn#;rﬁ,'
that this was the one thing in life that made him angry. "I don't think-lf?\:ﬁ
ever got angry at anything elese" he said, "but that always'diaturbed‘ ‘
teaper. I can remeuber going to my bed-room, after hearing the ne:"
talk of an evening with my father, and spending no small part
walking up and dom, and trying to make out what was the exac

their to me, dark sayings. I could not sleep, though;;f:f
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‘I got bn such a hunt after an idea, until I caught it; an;t;?§g<
I had got it, I was not satisfied until I had répeatediit ovérfaﬁd
until I had put it in language plain enough as I thoug#t,jfﬁr’dﬂj_bo‘
knew to comprehend. This was a kind of passion with me, and it hﬁﬁ

by me; for I am never easy now, when I am hahdling a thought, ’til‘I ha._

bounded it North, South, East and West." A credible witness has: said "y -
have known him to write a proposition in three different formes in orﬁef.tﬁial
state the meaning as clearly and simply as possible, and to epend-hgif a |
day doing so." -
Lincoln's early teachers were men of scarcely any learning, and ﬁhat ﬁe;ﬁ
mastered through their assistance consisted only of thelsimpleat rﬁdiﬁenté:
of education. That eubsequent training and disciplining of the intellecti,
that habit of close observation and investigation, that power of inténse
thought, which enabled him to master every subject he investigated, and
that faculty of clear and forcible expression, of logical arrangembnﬁ,_;nd

L

of overwhelming argument by which he enforced his own well grounded conw

o
tions, - all this was the result of his ow unaided exertions and of é
naturally sound and vigorous understanding.

Althouzh denied the requisite training of tﬁe school-room, he was none thé'~'v
less competent to cope with those who had undergone that discipline. No §h83¥
had a wore retentive memory. If he read or heard a good thing it never aﬁ-'
caped him. |

In mature life he told his friend Speed that he was slow to learn;;bui‘b

b

equally slow to forget what he had learned. He said, "my mind is. like a:

piece of steel - very hard to scratch anything on it, and almoat 'mpo
ble after you get it there to rub it out." |

He read Weems' Life of Washington in early boyhood.and;wheﬁv
addressed the Senate of lNew Jersey at Trenton, he recount -

the story read eo long before, and told of the impreeaio
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‘imposed drudgery through Unéounted hourﬂf§f K6k

altogether in thg land of thought.
As a boy he kept the Fitle and Lesop'e Falbles within easy reach,’
read thea over and over again. These two volumes furnished him;ﬁ;th‘qahﬁ

figuree of epeech and parables which he used with such happy‘efﬁégﬁ,inj.‘

his later and public utterences. Herndon tells of Lincoln's habit of 'ea&s

ing aloud and sayes he once asked Lincoln why he did it. This W&é_Liﬁc;
explanation: ""hern I reac aloud," he said, "two senses catch thTii
first, I see what I réad; second, I hear it, and therefore I can
it bLetter.

He studied Kirkham's Znglish Grammar after he was twenty-th éﬂ
age; at twenty-five he mastered enough of geometry, trigoﬂpg”
suration to enable hiu to take the field as eurveyor;.aﬁéff
reason he studied and mastered the Tirst six books of“gu‘
served a term in Congress, and when he was fortyiéné (-

amid the pressure of an extensive legal practicf
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coln acquired the ability to sort out and use a vast 5§§?e.of ﬁahe‘ia
gathered and retained by his natural memory. Now th&se'rtﬁbmﬁa_~d word
cane tack with new weanin; and with greater force, to bbgappliéaﬂio,;
larger work for which he was now preparing himself. |
Although he mastered most lnoks with astonishing paﬁb(énﬁﬁrapigity,lﬁéfii

found law 08 sore difficult and he studied them with alaort §fipas£i9h§ 
ate deteraination. Jf this he himself said: "In the cousre of my 1&ware§&§_,'
ing I constantly cauc : cross the word deusonstrate. I thought at Piret

that I understood itse :aeaning, but sron became satisfied that I did not.

I said to .wvself, 'what dr I 1esn when I deannstrate more than when I

reason or Jrove! 'ow does demmnstration differ from any other proof?!

I consulted "eteter's dictinnary. That told ue of 'certain @?oof,"proqf
beyond the poesibility of doubt;' I could form no idea what sort of proof

that was. I thought a great many things were proven beyond a poasibiiity

of doubt, without recourse to any such extraordinary process of reason=-

ing as I widerstood 'dcuaonstration' to be. I consulted all the diction-

aries and »oks of reference I could find, but with no'better results. At

last I said 'lincoln, you can never .aake a lawyer if you do not under-

stand what desonstrate .ieans." It was only after his mastery of geometry

that he had no further uncertaint; on the subject.
any storlov or> 457d of Lincoln's faculty for reweanbering faces and -

nager, and Mis rolention of verses and even long poeas over a period of

aany yenrs., Ir. Theo. Cuyler had 1et Lincoln but once; he relates this - -

incident: 'I did not see !r. Lincoln until two years afterwards, ﬁhenlru

vas in Yashington on duty for the Shristian Comuiseion. It was one of hit

-r

'"Doctor, I have not seen you since we met in the Tremont House':

a face or a name, or the slightest incident."

Noah Pwooks quotes Lincoln as saying he 'could n't he
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comments thus: 'One would suppose that in the aidet of the Wo

cares of office hie mind would become less retentive of ﬁa;tefg
diately related to the duties of the hour. But this was not the fact,

Although the meuwories of long past events, and words long sincé:iaad

heard, appeared to be impodsible of obliteration, more recently,#éQﬁifbﬂt_
impressions reamained just as fixed as the older ones. Oné of my'cguéiﬁé;ff":
(continues Mr. Prooks) John Holues Goodenow, of Alfred, Maine, waﬁ*apbgé??*i
ed minister to Turkey early in the Lincoln administration, and waa‘takeé"
to the %hite 'louse, before his departure for hie post, to be presented
to the President. Then Lincoln learned that his visitor was a braﬁd-son‘
of John Holmes, one of the first Senators from Maine, and a man of note
in his day and generation, he iunediately began the recitation of a poet-
ical quotation which must have been more than a hundred lines in length.
¥r. Gondenow, never having net the Presideni, was naturally astonished at
this outburst; and as the Fresident went on and 6n with this long recita;
tion, the suspicion crossed his aind that Lincoln had suddenly taken leave
of his wits. Put when the lines had been finieshed the President said:
'"There! that pnei was quoted by your grand-father Holues in a speech he
1ade in the United States Senate in ----' , and he named the date and
epecified the nccasion. As John Holues's tera in the Senate ended in 1833,
and Lincoln was probably iapressed by reading a copy of the speech rather
than by hearin_ it, this feat of aemory appears most remarkable. If he had
teen ty an-s casualty deprived of his sight, his own memory could have aup-:
plied him with an aaple library."

An old newspaper cli;ping, undated, furnishees a pleasant story of Lip,{15

coln's memory. "Abraham Lincoln was perhaps the best man in the coun ”&,
in his day to remeuber men and to place them without heaitationfkn
environment where he last saw them. He was first of all & ?oiig
the politician who forgets is lost. When he was comparit§§é 

and a candidate for the Illinois legislature he took dinng



| oo ) }

and he bade hlB host good-bye and clambered into the vehicle,

doubt, on getting another vote.

tive said: 'Yes, I remeaber you. I took dinner with you one ‘tine wh

Recollect we stood together out at the barn-yard gate qndﬁ;_aha

my knifel'

'Ya-as,' drawled the farmer-soldier, 'and whgiever did ygusfu"t
whetstone? I looked the whole place over a dozen tim&a, bﬁt
find it after the day you used it. We 'lowed mebby you took
with you.'

'No,' said Lincoln, looking eerious as if the matter wer
as the recent defeat of Pemberton, 'no, I put it on tdﬁvo
--- the high one.'

'"Well!l' exclaimed the visitor, 'mebby you did. codlﬂL
put it there, and none of us ever thought to lo§k  he

He went on home, and when he got there Qne.qf £h,
was to cliumb up on the gate and look for the v

where it had lain for fifteen years. Tha-h&h'l
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wrote a letter before his furlgugh §

stone was found and would-ﬁeﬁpr;bé




"b'vt"he acmaian.’ ’I an gmd “bd aee, he eontinued ‘thlt ‘bhe?iood




