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Prom Life of Hinnibal Hamlin, page 428,

"oy, Hamlin, rou have hoon repea edly urging me to issue a
proclamation of emancipution freeins the slaves, I have con=-
cluded to yield to your wadvice in the nmatter and that of other
friends,- at the sams time, as I may say, following ry ovwn Jjudg-
ment, Now listen to me while I reud thLis paper. We will correct

it together as I go on,"

While saving this, ¥r, Lincoln opened a drawer in his desk
a1di took therefrom tle first draft of the military proclamation
freeing four millions of slaves,

The Presi ent and Vice President then sat down, and Mr,
Lincoln slowly read the instrument over to his associate, after
which he asked for criticism and supgestions,

"There is no criticism to be made," Mr, Hamlin replied.

"On ves, there is; at least, vou can make some suggas tions,"
answered Mr. Lincoln, laughingly, and he repeated his invitation,

"Rinally, " saild Mr, Fimlin, in his account of this famous in-
terview," I did make, I helieve, three su;gestions, two of which
Mr, Lincoln wccepted.*

But this comprised tl'e entire account he would give, and those
Mo knew him can well understand and appreciate his motive: in
withdrawing into the bickground., One who knew Mr., Hamlin sald
that the man reflected himself when he explained his unwilling-
ness to pive more details of this interview by saying, "The Fman-
cipation Proclamu ion wius Lincoln's own act, and no one else can
claim any credit whatever in conrection with it,"**

* This oripginal draf* wus destroyed by fire in Chicuago.

** This interview took place on June 18, 1862, or more than a
month hefore Mr. Tincoln informed his Cabinet of his intention

to issue a proclamation of emancipation. On July 22 the Cubinet
learned that it had been written, Mr, Hamlin, in the meantinme ,
had arrived in Bungor on June 21, according to the Bungor newspa-
vers, See Congressionul Globe of June 19, 1862, for his letter
to the Senate informing it of his intention to absent himself on
that date, p.2798, 2d session of Senate of the 37th Congress
part 1ii. This record of dates proves that Mr,., Lincoln wro%e te
the Fmencipation Proclamation earlier than the historians have
hitherto supuosed,



