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:nation through the Civil War.

zitof yours, as . study of contemporcry biographorn;'au ‘merely
"rfintorost and probably I could puraue thia intorolt mys

I was thankrul for the conplotc history or Linooln thnt

.givcn.v Lincoln has always stood rorcmoat 1n mw opinion:aamngh
ttho great men of this countrya Up to my ontering tho éonrnc
 I knew relatively little about Lincoln, hia liro andlﬁi
tcharaoter. I don't believe there 15 any person aa véll qu&ll

: to teach the life of Abraham Linooln as you are.‘Al yawila‘

Lincoln is not merely a figure-head to be atudied but ho'po son
fies all the attributes that meke for a pOWerful and ralpactod'

character. At times I think of Abraham Linooln asa mwthologioal
character, who was created to preaent to the Ameriean pooplo ai i
the ideal patriot and man. Just as the romanticiats createru ‘
hero, I think of Lincoln as a hero created to pull tho Amarican

BN

In talking this course over with other studonts and dcc“dtngi

'Just exactly how one goes . about tolling what one got from'thi
rcourae, nlny hints were given me._ One was ﬁhat I thould
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< - As-I-8ald earlier-in this- paper-I was. 1ntorouted in 1-nrn1nx:
‘the techniques of the contomporary biogrupherl. Thor. worc i
moments when I thought that you would get into th. aubjoct thut
I wanted to know about. At one time during the course’ you GRS
mentioned Carl Van Doren, Marquis James and others and:I‘wli 11;i "LL;

hopdng thqt you would enlarge on these people and toll us

something about their style of writing. I have coples of thoir

books and have numerous other biographies. I have your llm;

book on the Life of Abrahem Lincoln. I have been unable to rgndV  ;j_r“  ' 
it all.but those articles that I have read from the book urge "

me to continue reading it.

The part of your course that I am most thankful for were

the first few lectures on how to write and biography and how

to thoroughly understand the man. Not that I ever intend -

writing biographies, but I bellieve that those lectures will

be of help when I am trying to understand a biography and the P K
character or characters concerned., Your system for understanding
characters and for developing the- man should be very helpful |

when reading a biography.

My major interest is the drama, but one knows that many

characters of importance are taken from men in history. When

playing one must know the person they are portraying. What

better help is there then finding that character or a similar

character woven in the pattern of history. When one 1s to

play the part of Napoleon in the play Conquest , unless that

person is thoroughly fiamilisr with the man himself, I cam't
see how he could play the character correctly on the stage. The
same goes for the playwright for he st ko Bl man about whom

he 18 writing before he can proceed making a charmacter of himQ;‘b“




AbC Lincoxn 1n Illinoil. I triod yery hard to .,.[tuq pls

',._ for auu. sun I don't foel a8 thouch 5§ hu" M“" ue

hnvo road the play and can't ‘see that Sherwood hno
Thore 13 ao unch that it

dramatio .matérial in his play.

'f nnd thc excellent acting of Raymcnd Mnasey.v First of all
ondn ‘the play at much too weak a ptint in Lincoln's 11:..'
”_'th' ntery concerns itself with Lincoln's life 1n Illinoil, butv_
Sherwood lacked the dramatic power to 1lift the uudioncoa rrau“ﬁhﬁjﬁ
seatl at the closing curtain.
’ . Probably I have sldtracked a bit, so I shall got back to ﬁhp;
| course. I especially liked the menner in which the courao was .
conducted. Miss Tarbell, you have a certain compelling way ubontj:f e
you that makes one want to listen. There are certain prorsssora By
here that waste excess energy trying to get studonts 1ntoront¢d,
and then you come here (minus the oxperience in teaching bhut onr;ﬁit
professors have) and beat them at their own game. You don‘t ncedgfffff
.that~oxcess energy to interest yourastudents. Some dayn 1t 1- you.
Jyourlelf that interests me and other days your subject havo a cert__
"strongth about tt thet you oompel the atudont to listenﬁf 7o ltat
Titho words of Dr. Schultz, yon havo a certain forward laék abau
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In* and of thinking of the paat, you keep -uying that'thira




'In clouing, would like to"
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