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mnr. Thompeon ;

numuulmmumynmnWMn
mmmmmorspt. ghe expressed regret thas she
neoeenity of fulfilling certain prier apligations before st
uthm.mpmqunwu»
soript as she dealvedi;: dut she had resd cersfully a consld
portion of the manuscript from she first ohapter en, mm
-Monuunnmucmn. the following is & summary
~ statemeat 2018 T

1. The manusoript is s "remsriadle um «mm
respest $0 research, dresdth of view, an»
the smbjest; and is interesting .throughout. It bas flesh, bleed and
vitality, and should prove interesting and. mwmnu to M whe
mu ”“ it.

2. Prom the point of view of acosptanee by mmum.
ever, it presents difficulties becsuse of fanlts in '

From that point of view it-1s "womanagesble,” fOr three: per -
. TOAN0ns;

&+ The —mloﬂpt at the ugmm. including the m
assumes an interest in raylor's lifj, instead of assuming a lask of
interest and the necessity of creating it at the very start,. .

b. The comstruction is faulty in that u gives the reader 'Y
sense of confusion; many times, ¥iss Tarbel]l says, a0 sho was resding
later chapters nho asked herself, ‘“Hasn't the manuscript seid somsthing
adout this before - why the repetitiont W talled this poins over amt

' * omme to the comclusion that possibly the troubls lies im the fire$

book; Shat the story marches forward chromologically frem the second

baok on, and the confusion was due Lo the faot that the firet desk,
instead of bdeing sirply a briuf story of soientific menagement, mmm

the story to follow by inclulding too much of the life.

o. The manuseript is too long; mmﬂv long evem :m

- the point of view of telling the story adequately - the style' is ene PR S

in which two words are used to do the work of one; snd too long
particularly from the point or view of interesting a publisher ia the
work as a commercial proposition.

3. Thé problem is one of making every effort to secuye a
publication of the present manusoript (with the ususl final revisiem,

‘olisions, pphkishing, -eto, ), in order to get On record this remarkable

wealth of information comoerning the man and his envircnment. There

a
—
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Sanford E. Thompson -Z- oct. 7, 1922.

is in uiss Tarbell's judement no alternative except a complete rewriting.
She cannot conceive of a craftsmanship which can make a condensation of
the present manuscript except by leaving only the dry bones of a creation
which now has flesh and blood and vitality.

4., 1f this wealth of detail can be got on record, a shorter life
which will be more widely read is sure to follow; but it must be a new
ereation =nd not a condensation of this particular manuscripv. MNiss
marbell even expressed the opinion that Mr. Copley himself, after he has
forzotten the present effort and has come to a position in which he can
objectify his subject (the present trouble seems 1o Dbe due to the fact
that he has had such devotion to the subject that he could not objectify
it as a requirement of crafismanship), might gdt down and out of his
understand ing of ¥r. Taylor write & 75,000 word manuscript which would
be a "masterpiece.”

5., The problem being to securs a publication of the present
manuscript, Miss Tarbell advises the Committee to exhaust every possible
resource to that end, In that connection she expresses the opinion
that, having examined the manuscript, sihe is now less hopeful of
publishers of general literature and more hopeful of publishers of
technical literature, because of the construction and emphasis of the
manuscript.

yiss Parbell has returned the manuscript to this office.
1 am sending a copy of this letter to liss Tarbell for her
files, but to no one else; however, I am enclosing copies for you to

send to members of the committee.

Jery truly yours,

Managing Tirector.

Sanford B. Thompson,

The Thompson % Lichtner CoO., ; i v o
136 Federal street, N R
Boston, Mass.

H. S. person/Vw
Enclosure.
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