Thank you for getting the informatiom abow$ the twrweking
to Mrs. Wolfe. It is something of & wreneh, as you can imagine,
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yoars for 1%, something like Freeman's Lee.

While Freeman has almost nothing to say about Linocoln, he me
ons of the most discerning of comments. He is talking of the sitmtion
in April of '64, vhen Lee was beginning to see and trying to pass em %
Davis the seriousness of the Confederacy. I have had it eopied and
I wish you would pass it on to Rosie. o

"Lee's balancing of the pondergbles on the military
socales was accurate. He could not realise, and few evem
in Vashington could see, that an impondersble was tipping
the beam. That imponderable was the influsmee of President
Lincoln. The Richmond govermment had discounted his every
moderate utterance and had capitalised his smancipatiom
proclamation in order to stiffen Southern resistanes., The L
Coxfederate peopls had mosked him, had hiw, and A
had hated him. Lee himself, though he had avoided wmorihy
personal animositiss and doubtless had included Mr. Linecela
in his prayers for all his enemies, bad made the most of
the President®s military blunders and fears. References
to Lincoln in Lee's correspondense and conversation were
rare. He was much more interested in the Federal field=
cormanders than in the commander-inechief. After the late
winter of 1863-64, had Lee known all the fucts, he would
have given as much oare to the study of the mind of the
Federal President as to the amalysis of the stra _
methods of his ixmediate adversaries. For that remarkable
man, who had never wavered in his purpose to preserwe the
Union, had now mastered all his resources of patiemes and
of determimtion. Those who had sought curmingly to lead
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him, slewly fousd that he was lsading then. His waeomgmereble -
qﬂ.ﬂt.hmmmr.mhiuwubﬂ
North as spring approached.”

This ssems t» m¢ & very remariable amlysis.

The interest which Sandburg has so stimmlated makes e fosl that
my oourse at Allegheny is, after all, fit for a little beok, whieh
night de useful to sigple people like myself. What ¢
this as a title:
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SPEAKTNG OF BIOGRAPHY

Informal Talks on the Reading and Writing ef Biograply
Illmstrations from the Life of Absanlam Lincela

Something liles that ==

I am begimning to thimk of turning castamrd. I shall leeawe around
the 20th, I think, getting home sometime after the 25th, defore the emd
of the month, at any rate. I am net going to Roswell to see Seots. The
trip is toe hard, and I don't 1liks to risk 10,000 feet. DBut he and
Lydia are eeming down to El Fase for a day with me.

I bave been distressed by the reports of the big eastern storm.
I hope you hawe not suffered im Goshen.

i.ontoﬂnfhnﬂy.

Faithfully,
P.§. I am enclosing u-.ﬂnn‘ that I just found in Sarah Cleghora's
autobiography. She was reprinting a poem called "M o and sayss

'Iﬂx!lkthllmthﬁﬂthmpnlm,nlth
first of mine of that kind that The American Magazine prinked.
In those days The American was almost the organ of the )
in Congress and in American 14fe. In its drilliant bend of
editors Ida Tarbell was ons, and Ray Starmard Baker was ancthews
The ohief editor was John S. Fhillips. It was a chiwslris magasine,
uummnou.m.mm.uuqumoru-. :
umasually creative and spmbolie; we have nothing like it now, fer

with all else it made a popular appeal. It published, M W. i ' '1




Mr, Johm S. Phillips Mareh 6, 1940

and Maomillan republished in book form, a daring paelfisk
. story, called "The Impeachment of President Isrwesls.”
This utopian narretive was so veracious-sounding that &
good many people began looking through histories to see
. when Israels was President. It related how this paecifish
' president met a provosative intermational situation without
: w.mw.mmm.um-um-. 4
| in the story, we were in danger of going %o war, was Gersany.’
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