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Miss Ida M. Terbell
120 E. 19th St.
New York City, New York ” ]

My deapr liiss Tarbell:

Knowing your splendid sincerety and bcliovtng lo
thoroughly in you and your work, I was greatly disappointed te r'qd

your article in the "Dolinontor“ on the repeal of tho lﬂth Al.ad- ;;~~f:f

ment.

The experience of our country in ooning to thn 18th

Auendment is a long and difficult one. Every known method of dotlf ;ij_

ing with alcohol had been tiried - even to the Canadian System,
which so many people now seen to think is the better one, South

Carolina had this Canadian law for fourteen wars and I heard m- : e

tor Tillwan say (he was its author) that it was being largely GOP

feated by the bootleggers. After fourteen years trial South
Carolina went dry. :

I have oftes made the statement thad T sl 6h. 'm.- ;_» Has

ing to fevor any law that would regulate alcohol. The battle ery -

of the wets "Repeal the 18th Amendment but don't ‘bring back the ll-_~ v

loon" is an impossible one. Very few weis really favored doing
away with the saloon in the first place but conditions got so bnd
they had to give in.

Alcohol makes its way through, over or under any ‘..
kind of barrier or regulation placed to govern it and that is ihy,
after a three hundred year fight, we have the 18th Amendment.

Lawe were broken constantly in the saloon days, I actually bolioio_ T

worse than they are now though this, of course, cannot be proven.
To assume that some new law could be so exactly placed that it
would not be broken is assuming & great deal,

It seems to me too, liss Tarbell, that you htgg’id&
question when you spoke of the increase in drinking. The secretary.
of the National Education Association is authority for the state~
ment that there is less drinking now' among high school atudcnto
than there was previous to the 18th Amendment. / '

To go back to bootlegging - as & young man I vorkod .“

two years while going to college in a doctor's ofrico vh-ro the
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Miss Tarbell -2- September 30, 1930

Keeley Cure was administered as a rather large part of the doctor's
practice. Every drug store in that town was bootlegging and every
doctor, except one, though there were laws against it and, at the
time, there were nine open saloons practically without uny rogulaﬁ
tion. Liquor was 8sold to minors indiscriminately notronly ‘from the
saloons but, the drug stores. Did the wets cry for law enforcement!?
The answer iu that they did not, liiss Tarbell, and they never will
except as it effects their perlonal desires or liberties.

Turning to the matter of State regulation; do you
think it would be easier for each of the forty-eight states to make
and enforce its own laws to protect the boundary lines of forty-
eight sub-divisions, and above all, to retain amigable relations
with each other, than it would be to properly enforce the present
laws? If you do, then let me ask you why no regulation in so many
states where the State laws are stringent now and, by a majority
vote of the people through their initiative as here in Oregon and
California. Both states have declared for the "Bone Dry" law by
large majorities but wets do not hesitate to break the law. The
result is that what the wets ask is practically their own way re-
gardless of majorities.

Now for the final and most important aspect of your
article as I see it. Your name has long stood for all of those
things that are for the betterment of society. For thé first time,
you have used it in a magazine of national circulation, going direct-
ly into the home, free of access to children and young people - not
to turn the minds of these youngsters (of whom I have four of my own)
away from drink, but rather, toward it. The result of this article
must often be to encourage among young people the breaking of laws
which they do not like. There is enough of that now.

You seen to attribute the rise in crime to the 18th
Amendment. Do you likewise atiribute the increase in smoking to
the 18th Amendment - the increase in the use of the automobile - or
any other increases of personal habits, either good or bad?! To my
mind your arguments are not well drawn. After every greatwar, we
have had an increase in delinquency and evidence of the baser emo-
tions released because of such conflicts. The 18th Amendment is
being made the brunt of every sort of joke and ailment you can find
and, with very few defenders. To repeal it would not 8top crime
for one minute. To my mind, it wéuld increase it.
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