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. New Port Richey, Fla., April 17, 1926

MoOall's Magagine,
MoOall St,,
Daytom, Ohio.

Dear Editors

As & Tloridiax I wuld 1ike to have the privilege of telling you that I
think the articls by lda M Terdell, - "Floxida, and hem Whati™ ons of the best I
have ever read. However, it is my opinion that she has given twe erramecus im-
pressions,-- first, that all of Florida is flat as te tepography,--secont, that
DeSota found on the shores of Tmmpa Bay the Semincle Imdiamsg. At that tims there
were no Seminocles -- their fathers were Orecks in the territory that afterwan be-
came Georgis. The Indians of Tampa Bay amd the coast both north and south were
Oalusas, and ascording to legend they came 0riginally from Central Ams:xdeca.

legends relating to the ocustoms andk 1liws, aspirations and failures, loves
and hates 0f a vanighed race, are often as full of romantic interest andi emotionmal
thrills as the written history of a more advanced civiligatien. W have the 5ibléeal
narrative of the enslavement of ths Children of lIsreal inm Bgypt,--of their esoctps and
wanderings in the wilderness before they caams to the Promissd Iand, Of the Oalusas
until the tims of the Spanish expeditions we have no written history. ihey are said
to have been & part of the Maya civiligatioa of Central Amerioa and Mexico. We can
but visualige their hardships and distress vhm they were conguered by ths Astecs,--
their esocape ani wanderings until they too came te THEIR “promised land“--Floxt da.

At the beginning of our American history we find them secat tered alemg our
south Gulf Coast,-- & race of people distinot and dirferent from all other Indians in
the easterm, northern or central part of the continent-——differing in features, fom,
dress, social and tribal life. Asoording to the old Spanish writ ings they were a
proud and warlike race, submitting to torture anmi death rather than asknowledge the
gupremacy of the invaders. o esoape the hands of the Spaniards, thetr beautiful
women and daughters, chanting hymns of praise to Toya, fell upon their owm daggers.

the last great warrior chief of the Calusas, according to legmd, was
Mascoschee, and here on this beautiful Pithlachassotees -- & river in westerm Pasoco
County, forever perpetuating the nams of Chasco and her lover Pithla, ths Oalusas
took their last stand.

It is sald they had with them at this time & captive Spanish Pr{iest knowm
by his Indiam name, "La~k@~no=-kee". Whether Lakanokee was mythiocal or real we are
indebted to that character for the vivid and picturesque dissription of primeval
Floxida. }s weaves into his story a dramatic recital of the ruthless mamer in which
the Spaniards dealt with the natives and the barbaric retaliations by the Calusas.

His poetic pen also recites the love romance of Pithla and Chasoc and when he péctures
the cormmation of Chasco as ruler over the people, taking the place of the dying
Mascochee, you can fairly hear the rustle of the palms in the Gulf breeges and the
distant beating of the drums (tom=toms). When he describes the ulig,’iou oeremonies o
of these red men and their human saorifices to Toya you almost forget that you are nmot
an actual spectator or perticipant, Lakanokee records the last words of Musocochee
which seem like a prophecy taken from our Bible ——--the complete annihilation of his

”f;.' acoording to this writer, taking place jJust about forty years after Mmssochee's
eath,
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Mis narratiw or legendary -tory, call it what you
impertant ehough that & fow years age it was priated 1Y botlot tnl. M m
only & fow coples 1in existense. : :

Oeming back te authentie n-tcy. there wmre 5. lﬂuh Nlﬂl &l
Flerida when Defeta lmnded in 1550 1n Taags Moy (Repiritn Saate), umm&
the Gulf Censt seotien,= the Carids were in the southeasteim persien,~ fhe TINARgERS
ssoupied the lake seotion, - the Apalachees were in the Rerthewa periien of Fis
north of the Caluses and the Timsuguas, and the Oreek mations, n-‘tdth‘
oeparated at a later date, were north of the hulnhu.
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