LINCOLN TALK

On June 15th, 1929, I spoke at the i

of ihd-Abrm Lincoln Poundation, ‘Here is '!'-h m
iptd: : ._ |
“ Whentbe historian of a hundrcd y!lrs fr: '

_.to appruu the ten years vhich have pcuol liut'” t.
'-Grut Var - mt Wwill he nnd to be the nnt
l'doa.. -whioh ha.l moved mn? " In all probn'buﬂy i.t‘
- fmt that, for the first time in history, all the ‘ut

"nna have sttempted a co-operative ortantutidlt- m

.att‘a.irl in peaceful fashion. That is, th. ut!.ou‘ _nﬁi
'.eenutinly. have been giving since the m ct’ tlu &r

cont!incd nnd ur:l.oua ,attention to o pmc. u hcror

[

uny- givon to 'ar.

‘The historian will nnquestiomn u:m: m

. growh of various peace organizations- the Mml u
:'tht ’l'érld.a cou:t = the Kellogg trea.ty s.nd uma. MQ
thu bngnming of thuo collective e!'foﬂi. in tm
_ccrtain features uro admitted to be u“am &n
tht- to an cffcot:ln polit:l.om and mnm;“
rirnt tho peace ormu&tzalt:;"’ ust
It must un. Miut-
-n&onmu. mm: u unoctm ngm xm

 include all nations.



b

may bc. It ie neoaalary to rtllorl tr:u&&sa

wixx -hcw you where one will hnpp-n.*"tu3t= _{ff_,

orgnnilntidn.

4) They are concornnd Iith oaulilf

_removed before the Nation is fit in. lparlt !ur~'

5) Whatever the perfection of uﬂpggp

or procedure of proxies - howltor sinccrn 1tsint!;f
;rnannnts. or the complete aduustment of coan"

one or indeed all of these orforta eun brins thl]ﬂ,

World peace requires moro than orgunisﬁlj

"

procodure. It requires a o:oative apirit !h&tb‘

,nqcoasary.' How eroato thin tpirit? 'hﬂkﬁ ¢an

1t? !ho Linooln roundntign boltcvau thn;




grad.uo.ny
Linooln as thair prophet and tn.ehar

‘mean by th:la. that he alone, of a.ll tho 1_ ,_fj'

fact. He ha.a been_a man belo‘rld :_t:'om- _th-_.‘ :




It had the quality of & rg;.tsion. This utut?-'

mindedness. rha.t il, a nind to ‘nzk_t*

aﬁt %
1ng confidence in hmnity. mn/tmi

- .‘undcr-tandin'g. He never m:u mo
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POTTERIN 11 WORDS
DEFINES “HUMANISH”

Explains Why ' Fandamentalists
Fight to Maintain Belief in
the Supernatural

Dr. Charles Francis Potter yesterday
gave an eleven-word definition of his
philosophy in an address at the First
Humanist Soclety, Chalif Hall, No. 163
West 57th Street. He sald “the recent
Wall Street crash will seem like child’s
play when the crash of theism comes.”

Humanism is *“faith in the supreme
value and self-pe - hluman

T Dr. is
. Only the individual can
improve himself, Dr. Potter continued.
| “Any one else who tries to make you
goed, whether that any one is your
mother or a Prohibitionist, will do you
more harm than good.

“No miracle can make a man good,
nor can it prove ‘any religion to be
true.”

Declaring beilef in the virgin birth
and the Resurrection a part “of the ver
structure of Christianity,” Dr. Potte
sald: “Well do the Fundamentalist
fight hard to retain them. They know,
if the Modernists do not, that if you
reject the supernatural in Christianity
you may have religioin left, but it is
not Christianity.”
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In this undertaking it is right that we should seek
help, wherever it is to be found, most should we study
the men who have agenized over the problems of peace and war =
had their failures and their successes. We ought to be able to
learn much. There is no man whose experience is more significant,
more‘ggégé%%k§;th suggestion than Abraham Lincoln. There are
reasons for this. Lincoln faced the problems of peace and of War

in a democracy. Now I thin, we will all admit, that whatever thé
failures of democra

be made
illigetimately/upon i

- whatever tax may be letitimately and
A .‘t}\.\
» it is the most E%ufhful form of

Government yet ‘devised for the future of thet time. In its

best state we can conceivé\}t as the ideal form of Government,
Certainly, personally, I am\hpnvinced that nothing better ha

\ .

been offered the world, dissatfﬁfied as I am with the results in

our own Government today. Now Lincoln, was of all our public mén

the one who had a supreme faith in deéwocracy. It was the thing

which animated him throughout his life, “so that what he did

throughout War\and‘peace is particularly valbable to a world
whnich is headed - that way, as nearly as we can tell. lNMost
significaht consideration is that Lincoln was animated throughout
his public life by the same ideal that is situating the world
today, in its efforts for peace. Unionism was the passion of the
men, . It is the passion of the present world - th genesis of this
ideal of unionism in Lincoln's life, is not hard t¢ find. It came

to him in his boyhbod, when he first became familie with the

revolution - with the forming of the Constitution.




”er own Governmont-todayg_ How, L3

wh:loh antmated h.;n throughout niw nt..' '

thronghout wur and poaao is purtioulnrxr:




‘& ¥ind of religion with MR more or Tens .y-t 1
thelau !rith-tha.t-tnpamng, oontrouinc :I.u:ml“

_roligion has on a nature which aeokl to find thl i

in the universe. He saw the union of somcthuc._

v i
h .f._:s_ﬂ“; ’imtm B¢ said, wmohiux‘%ud‘ Ms

ammiﬁﬁ«,
2 pqguptomd toda.y - the Iorldﬁtmm.- :

8 a oontradiofiﬁn Sf. "

!. A y h K

i violation of its spirit - ~that vas tl‘fd‘ ina‘tit

md vh:loh hs r?lt wa

A8 a boy, he saw the country a.lmout at the p%

A years 1819-20 over the handling of -:uury. zi

and. he heard it talked that the uﬂ.on would be W

bounds, Qornnod

it, so to npuk md thort m‘

' objocted to lla.vcry and connnud tv ite o

'ﬁl. thay said, dn tho way ot

L:l.ncoln unmuf this 1w:

_-thuo bouadu.rs.u.

i -—':eﬂr and more - that smm-y ms in tm m
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corrall, jurthn uinaouma 05 
it. One of the 1ntereating a.nd 1mpnrtmt tmtl ii'
hll 11:0 is whether or no he and otheis ltko hﬁn.
1?4 thinking that slavery would die a natuxnl dcath. 
:EE ) be said for the.pdgq, than against it, I belie?p;
“%i o economiec -ide to it, the expensé of nuppoffin;:é#ﬁ#

being responsible for their food, clothing, h°ﬁiiﬁff

and bad times. Consider for d.mounnﬁljhit it inﬁi@

to be obliged to be r

‘1

or placaa which were rinding the burden of thsir,lan'
great - the.falk of its economic unsoundness was dlg

the land. Then there was the moral revolt ;.gaiﬁ;t_f"

institution. Europo Joered“gt a country-huving t£§ '



=y £ Y

B : to his great faith in the union. The lttuutiin_ is notﬂ

0g

e own in peace. Almost all af the worid ,we nuht w..\-

2

s the idea of unionism. Yet we support Mi.

e

i (Beo Note) Epeachesrf%.eague of Nations, ete,

)

i . Deeply as Lincoln felt the 1110‘&!&1, :l.nto”iﬂm
o attitude of the United States in allowing the 1n-t.nuu to

he took no direct agetive part . over 1t all, tmtil
shoved 1nto it by the repeal of the nuour:l conprqn:l.u
That %8 the thing which had held slavery bm./no :Laf,'_”

might spread over the whole union - it was ginn n m_‘

life - new territory into which to nult:l.ply !h.l.t brow

extension of slavery - againset the going back on t‘.h e an"" :
vhich had been made to keep it Within certain bounds. i

‘of attacking this evil inside the union, an ov:l.l 80

nu a.ttaohng an :lnstitntion ‘which was rootod

ronad —

txporience on the urth. How rint it utmt.j




B0 vivanig e ¥ould mfm ‘them and tho c ntry
:.nstud of enntuany all mo. wcntmu su

ral.th. He spont five or six years on tho.'.'

working out his arguments againut the cﬂmlm af
wanted men ® see it as he saw it., He was oaa'rinml_ .t‘__

right, He was not willing that thoro should be m

]

minds

of the chief handica.pn t6 continued :l.ntolloctul"

-work. He had one great and mouns -puoh - !n m'a

chdarm and ma.gmum. Lineoln had none q!‘ h:l.l mu:
_Lincoln was th:lnki.nc. was vorkin;%m




 6! all dincordrbet!een the states. {u?;-ﬁ;

ths Union oould endure half slaves and hn&
believed to be a vionts.on of the uv o!‘ 3
".ihich held the union togethor 1n thc nhvc

81avery was a menace to thnt comnren. ﬂ* '




Zmlncoln did not toll zuti
'horo.so nuqy or us 1and. bconuln hl"”'

‘tyo_trginod

‘SM
vaikaﬁt

!



. ha.lr knowledge in the people behind it.‘ L:I.neoln hr :

.of people, notions often conflicting. baokground 'ml.,'
poople of all degrees of idealism, selﬂshneu. e
.demo'craoy you must. wOrk out an avcrago._ lha',t I"ub tha ;
country in 1861 ,‘ when he became Pres:l.dont of tho ﬁu
:had been elcctod by a mi.nority of the pom..r ,‘4""

._M wu a minority whioh belioud wit.h hiu thaﬁ

'mu u was. It am.nt that h.tn.n t.m'




ur thm. to his conviction that the union imﬂ ‘lu
anqj to hia attitudo. toward his problm;
m 1n-tho Naval Parley. Thoro never ha.n been i.n
oontorcnu in which the element of pat:l.onco nl mro
domomtratcd at the outut than in the pruent eno.
elmnt doundod an 1mod1a.to limitation of a.rmm
ba.ttle ships. It aeqmod easy for them to do, but,'l;;_-
‘ s Nation have growmn wise .:I.n th_.é last ten years. rho
_us_oz?._, having unda;"stood how ° . ‘fréquontly ;l.t 'conﬁlj.m _
by tnl;:ing sides from .'rea.lly knoung::‘lrhat Ij.h behind ‘t';
't-hat they were advocating. All of the oou.nolll fru‘_tﬁm
Dolegation, from the wisest people in other dchnttow
towards patience, to make haste slowly. L:I.aqa:l.n‘m- no
in nationql?' affairs, #n such as the dhhs‘tihﬁ t—_n t;
Conference have all had, ﬁe came <mew to a.tfsirl -
-new to any such convulaiont as nns threaten u."
'h’o ma.de haste slowly, His conuioulmu, his kn )y
Jimntu of the issues and of the different. p

wmm

'ho zmnt?tofn ths probluE‘. must

kmw that put:lonco was hia greatm, rnmg




1t by tiolonea. Ronco. hil plaa !%l,f;f

'.fvipc out of the south, !hero are no roundn 1h&¢h"

But to save the union he must n-o thin violtnt

'eoqt what it might then and in the PR -Kofiﬁi“

Jhdgmnnt about the bitternesa e;goﬁdcr.d." You Iill
the aouth today aaying. 'Ir my great grand:sther't{p#&'
"been ntolen from him, I would be a rich 1natdad gr P
Ioroover. Linooln knew well enough that he did. not huvn
'ﬁorth beliind hin in emancipation, After he had signe
th mada a remark that showed how Justly he had oltliut
in for. ("™ The less we hurry, the quicker we lhui-*
_to get a short conreroncc is to prapura for an 1

1t may be that we shall rzaa we have r.achad

' zorcnce vithout having been ahlu to a;rac en nu




A

Eéﬂf i tcat any method, which gave promise o!-tﬁ!ﬁl‘.;.ﬂi

@ ' emancipation of the slaves is tho most _
;ES : or his patience. He was conrrontnd by a ¢rtat hody )

b in the north, who fclt now is tho time ror 1in¢&¢stt

o - (See Note : --_ f. s
Ty : ; : ! i

Sl The handling of these matters was 1ax¢mxy a_'

handliﬁg men. It was through men that he nn.t do h"m'
the chief obJeotiona to him as a Prelidtnt of the Bﬁlﬁi&

that ‘he had no national oxperienoo with men, that h"

people said, a country 1awyer.. That was true, but frdﬁ“ﬁ

Linceln had been a student of men. He understood 4nn;i 1

uncanny way the motives which actuated them. He had

respect for what he called big men - the men who had ach

men who he had deliberately brought into his cabinet be

nature that no sooner was he- ' - put in close eontaai{”

men .8eward - Chase = lcclcllan - Stanton - than h.

associates. He found them all big in ucrtain

1n others. He was confrontod in:  his own gﬂ&§§i¥i¢

and a kind of obntempt ror his laek of oxyurioneo.

hil cahinlt, particularly ur. Bciurd anﬂ Ir. chaa..*

setivo 1n thc Oontlict ugaiult ullvuzr. lungfh.



~ came into the field, reaented his election. W?ﬁl’-ﬁ tﬁa,
hivo been President. Mlr. Seward, when he aoceptod thn pas

Schetary of State, did not hesitate to Irito to h:la wi.tt.'

o_uroe he would be President. That Mr. Lincoln had not -

}l_‘—.; fdr it.'; For a month he openly assumed tha.t ham

g é,frair'a. He did. not hesitate to sa;f so to nmbera_"bt‘. Omﬂ to
f\z | ﬁeprenentativén_ of the southern states, but he aidnotm

? : Abraham Lincoln's knowledge of human beings. '_Liﬂﬂﬂlﬁ‘ "“

ii;— from the start, like a book. He saw that. with all hi.!

— :

o

AL

'Ihne Mr. Sewatd learned his lesson and did not attempt u

. with Mr. Lincoln only to go on putting up a frorttto the pﬁl

the fact that Lincoln, and not he, was Prcsideg;t. EQ !!!ot

ant.ign and aakcd for Lipg oln ho did not give im“i‘

g obnuod with his own giclheéss, for the plnet 1n';




Seward and Chase M_b h_don
Wiy _
A known to the flountry at le

dogn b

r‘~
=

= i‘f t
R ,em

2 t}i_g_ir bt temp

} his 9 I o2 %he final victory of the right

i Ve S
so stpong that he was willing to take mt.ov'or‘ )

o him without oomplaint. He needed them in h.‘-l
LA
public goed.” Ho was ﬂll:l.ng to ta.ko from la:r m
Wy, ‘ |
" buainess which he could render the repu“?uo. l ’hhiu
‘been meaner than the oontomxat. ‘the .“dimnurhqy--,

the ‘c_oma.ndcr-in-c

But mmm
. ': will hold m

‘the President of the uod th.tu.

with the familiar reman
3 yﬂl give us a ‘vtet-ory.‘_;
'-"'_-',ltnki. 11; was m unull



'w1111ng to take from a manhdu and A
know, did he ask of a man what he rouad un lnotﬂ t’ﬁim
By thia wise policy he piled up from a‘grOlt vlrt
_nodieere ability an immense voluma of aarvzel.

.'100- understanding of human quality and hmn J.iui
have said, "I want this man for such and auch a P

has proved . he cannot fo it, therorofe thrdil

not Lincoln's way. "He ca.n't do this but ha

We must k‘eej: his incerest, get what Mm ¢a

weekly letters to the xngliah papcrs and uhn'
qnnlitiea of Lincoln.

of his letters, do find any violence o:l.thor u“

opinion.\* He has never once been betrmé into




hnhd have had. There Was an indulgence in an&irq n
olitica.l rival, which resulted finally in & challenge
£§? duel, an episode in. his career which at tho tiﬁ.ﬂl

“to ruin his politieal life 1n Illinois. But t

line which he hed 317}’. himself in MM»
' _,\lint his pwtani '




are

1 : hovn in no .t AR
‘than in the care he t6ok to oxplu.:l@ every m At

Mﬂmﬁrmm@o pg.o;g wiy the !.nltitttxm

.. them the smoTEd CharsCter of i

o ,\,.-—u-“""
..... -

a.nd tn the - mttn'p(m}ﬂs rea ons for eac

precious union, ~Hie work‘: over his ar

hl;,gett ing wrgﬂtrbhe

-

to say clear, i

that he thought the material which he was addresng wu
while mai;erial. Lowell says, in talking of what ho oanl t
familiar dignity of L:I.noolr&:h&-his state papera. "!h&t no
higher compliment was /ga.id tq & nation, than the emutt
‘onﬁdanoe, the fireeidowﬂ‘tﬁth which Mr. I.in‘.ll llml
ggests himself to the reason ©f the American people. This

indeed " says Lowell, "was a Siue dehscnit ‘who cromm L S o

on tha assumption that a domoorsoy can think.‘ -om'm us

reason together about this matt¥r," was tho tm Df , '




h : ¢ e
sense of humour in th!_ raged,y, in whioh ho 111'06.

-5— it, enublod.htm to ) AL, the valuea. It tmblcd hi-l
Hhese )

A7 protect himself, to keep & ucret to take the wind m
— ¢ %

= sails os—tho—mest-tml—-'ih t-hmm 'i.t

el N

ol sentinent?good 1ntentionl then knowledge and tm&ot )’

I i
e e em ﬁ/!ho height o

(g character, his greatest power and his deepest u{u‘u

ez 2 3 ‘ ] Air A
@ : .~ his freedom from anything like malice. The 1omx' '_tlnr-w
:6 ; went on the nearer it came to the conclulien thgt h.

fe. !

1ok : heb.rt. & o conclusion ' where . a union was “1.4‘.,” if
&

G 1aok of ma.lice became. the more pour?

¥l

N

A

i

o |

& : ‘ called for punishment, hanging. cxuo. m

Dmnded that thc gtates which ha.d sec““
like states, lhould not be unmm\



X :"f 3‘ I!-,rﬂ j: .;. ah

-
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unl‘on-. : It is hard for us to ruuu tm-ﬂiﬂ
.w.{th 'chich this program of moy Ii.l ut.
-extromo that at d.iffcrent poin'u tn thh

"grmcd with a cheer. A cheer tha.t un uw,

&t e I.incoln s po:u.cy of mcroy'hml_, |
m, hinself, had too deep & hold. for rmuc’-u'
after his assassination. This policy ofm
of the man, the thing that We Was. He could no
.'_cun_ld not ﬁee mén's great undartaktng.: pmu
1ike that of the union of these nutu.nm
was to be nourished, if puntsh&nt was tobaam
poliey. Of course, his uupréw,~.nxproilt.ﬁ.'§f'*',
be the true sp:l.rit tompor of thc mt'.lgn ‘a
probm or re-conltmtion ho fegmd u tho

his aocond :|.m.mra1.




lten do not

auffcmng spir:lt. It came n'om mch,

to ‘m_'_'to us, in tho ;rutu', 'hho mra

wm:l.ol. problm of fomtns a ru:l. 'u

";!'."‘rc,o.' xr we are to ever havo a tul.‘l. m:tﬂm 0

it mat bo through the pra.etice or the

_ the spirit of Abraham Lincoln.













