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sttractive ae ..é sewenbered her - was- ‘“W;{ﬂa( has

.HIMNMMM'

threes years age, if
*I of course nocep

would agree mmwm

Salem ‘“ not often see - & Woman Within a year 6% ‘

buxom, rruh of face, um. gay intelligent, well 4

mﬂ“ wealthy and lm wealthy to the simple Iﬂ

*She—haé the finest tnmuiﬁ I ever *rm of ‘then m
Why should Lineoln have aet Tt pleased to ses her uiu - s h

of her s a possible wif :.-u-m-'aﬂ"“ "”‘""' A AL .

)% et when he Zas

had returned With her sister he was MMu

olﬂtn’ m _a:m taking hin at his word, M : 18 |

Cor
in the comrunity was intensified by !‘:L p

.
‘would » this one « if Mary Owens w u u m :
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= 14 .
[ ol Cung aoniy M it Tk, e T e

u& M either foves or the issue. simply hung . -uﬁ hime

S mmnﬁm-nmtu-mnm.m

E mmw\.-nummwn-mw mm

;ﬁj_ oourtingt There was certainly mno word of that from him. mm

:i Owens, mich more experienced than he in lovesmaking, there was

(:_ mq. tantalizing words which pussled him « did she mean that

- she expected to be his wife « well, her as his

?_ vife, remsmbes Mir Tine qualities of mind, her isterest fn -mn..
it .
'(: her love of goed books, her Jolly humey, her liking tﬂ}up{o i

©. fresh enjoyment o xi‘w somenow 1% left him |
3 unstirred. Jor Mm.ﬂw@
§ Nary Owens,| but if she expected him to marry her he wouwld de it. '
o ' nmun\uucutmummmlmm

%: be s”nul.u him rather than tmn. to foree an avowal. m \

IE‘ - certainly was too clever a woman not to realise that he was um

f reluctant and mmumu whether he m‘m Nis promise to her

L | sister seriously or not. She appreciated his fine qualities, his i
Q!é"  mandiness, kindness, 1pyaity, phe eav he was making his way in the . |
%i community, was a ocoming man, not a hopeless even f‘ p gir) G

ol vhose father was as she said "a gortleman of ou-am-qu-.
Af she found herself caring for him. W L
Gould she oare for himy Mmﬁnmnm“
was asking herself while her sister devotedly -mulqumm, |
mnmummtnmym.mmum e

that could do it if she wowld.
| “ec /83,
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QE : she had no desire $o marry & man who did not leve her or one whe

tg did not instinetively pay her all those attentions which she had

— been resared to believe a man owed & Woman. Linoeln disappointed

= her by his awkwardness, his absentnindedmbem,his wafambliaity

L; wpu»mnu to gallantzy. She tells a stoxy in one of her

g letters oihhmhl we may consider typieal.
£ ‘ ; B
Lﬁ* - *There was a company of us going to Uncle Billy Greene's.
é— u.m&nmrmuthu.uanMummm%'

g eross. The other gentlemen were very officious in seeing Shat :
= their partners get safely over. We were behind, he riding dn,
Q never looking back to see hov I got aleng. mnxnuu.u"un 1
= him, I remarked, 'You are a nice fellewi I suppese you did met 3
oﬁ cmmshrwmkmm.rut.' IOWMM

LD

(I suppose by way of compliment), that um'lmmmﬂ
to take care of myself."” ‘ ‘ ; f
He had not learned « he never did learn-that no Weman

was ever born who did not prefer from a man she is thinking of 4
marrying solicitude for her nu%o' proofsthat he had her safepy :
and happiness on his uu’n any possible tribute um her

halfehearted suit was out short in December, “ | :
the 'ma' session of the Btate M. to vlluh% h.* Qp_ i ‘
elected m previous summer, opened. Quite promptly IM “"“ e
Wc the State Capitel, he wrote Mary Owens, . m ody







1 8

interested in "Friend Nary", as he called her than he thoug
In spite of the ow“ gloom of the |-",'

 brightened up for Linoeln, Mary . to his 3 i “ ‘

write him occassionally throughout term, Yo found m :

and Mre, lrmtu were s60n on easy and rather qum s -
s friendship which lasted his life through. But chiefly m m L
vere Testored by the place he soon found himself teking in the
mmommmau--mmmmummm
annals « the Long Nine, ne one of them under six feet in M
The Long Nine had set their hearts on taking the ssat of governmemt
from Vandalia to Springfield and spent the session umm -
Lineoln, who had had but one previous term in the Assembly dim‘
torm had done 1ittle more than get his bearings, threw mm _‘
struggle with gusto and a skill whieh surprised ‘h WM
soon made him thn leader of the group. The Leng Nine won lﬁl
ovnjbm men on all sides saying that Linoeln was & “berm le
heard of banquets where he was toasted as "nature’s uw‘




Joining him there, but he could not decidd Whether she was in m

' He was lonesome in the new town. uwmmtumwm
st with him, He wust settle the uttu-,r'

 never before hov)m man he Was and’ ,F‘ ) m-mtuum !
. mu with sost of thn : uth whom he whs associating u f_. ‘

In a farewell visit he and Mary Owens talked about hey

it C%vaa ‘

you want me, dut I ean easily get on without
s counselled her ss s 8

-nlml.'lv : onhmboﬂum&uh.mm o) been

uuumato-p.manmbounmmt you imagine.®
Now. tk hcmtnap%unmh Mﬂ-:

X

politiecnl and mﬂut | topl. jd sav clearly he »ﬂlq m,;w:m |
'lro a h-o. tha oe-roru : n gave their wives. liu would Marxy
_take thet? °F o afyaid yol \would not e ututtw' he
"There is a great ¢ of ﬂ.. hhmnouttp
would e your ¢ to ses withow Ihll‘m it
. poor withouf the means of hiding
eould bear w patiently?®
3.\ Tne letter brought wo utuaphir _f ¥y Qwe
ot summah g somning vas wichi to ond, 481
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E resolute word of which she was capable. _Possibly she did not yet .3;:5
}UE“, quite know her own mind. Her sister was-upging her to Lineoln,

o Rhe m{ﬁ\fﬂbﬂu a future. In many things they wers conganial

| S - N 2 an

51—‘ epirits, but’\u she was to write later, fieient in

[ ‘ ' ;

“:: those 1ittle links, which make up the chain of woman's happiness. lHis

@
| (L training had been different from mine." And so she hesitated, while : %
= b
¥l ho unwilling to settle the matter once for all in the mw e
[ﬁj he wanted it settled, that is by his own honorable release, sontinued
g Ris luke warm giidiwooing, g
(: Finally desperate he decided to write a letter, which :
o 7 : £
s would force a deeision from Mary Owens.
e . i %
8 - *You must know that I caunot see you or think of i
KO - you with entire indifference; and yet it may be that you . :
e are mistaken in regard to what my real feelings toward '{Q |
il are. If I xnqw you were not, I should mot trouble you with -
oo : this letter, rhaps any ot:er man would know enough withe
= out further inforimtion, but I consider it my peculiar

i right to plead ignorance and your bounden duty to allow my 3
s ﬁ..o |

BN *I want in all cases to do ruhtl and most )
e partioularly so in all cases with women, want; at this -j
= particular time, more than anything else, to do right with 1
o you, ‘and 4f I knew it would be doing right, as I rather
s suspeet it would, to let you alome, I would do it. And for ?
15 the purpose of making the matter as plain as possible, I

g now say, that you ¢an new drop the subject, dismiss your

thoughts (if you ever had any) from me forever, and leav
this letter unanswered, without ealling forth one ascusi
murmur from me. And I will even go farther, and say, :
if 1t will add anything to your comfort or mo:.l:'l

to do so, it is'my sincere wish that you should.
understand by tiids that I wish o owt youwr
I mean no sueh things What I do wish 4 |
scquaintance shall depend upon yourself.

scquaintance would contribute nothing to your he

any degree bound to me, I am now willing t

provided you wish it; while, on

and even anxious to bind you faster if )

that it will in any considerable degree
whole

happiness. This, indeed, is the '
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Nothing would make me more miserable, mothing more Rappys
thak to know you were 8eo.

*In what I have now said, I think I cannot be

e g oo e A et o

" I8 ‘was rather aruwel in Mary Owens net %o have ended this
mﬂtrthnuﬂtunhummm’rmutmu B8he may :
: hthtthxnmhxmm.tuntmsuﬁ |
must at least have the courage to say directly, will you marry me?
Say it with arder, convietion and not with the shilling assurands that
it is her happiness alene he seeks « that his own is only indirectly in
question., At all events she kept him dangling on her hook until he did
come out with a direct proposal, and to it she gave a prompt answer,
-:o.'ﬁumm was ansed « surely she did not mean it. He repeated
the question « "No" « she told him again, and so finally after a year
and & half of apathetic loveemaking Linecoln awoke to the m-umu.
realisation that he had been deceiving himself .tn thinking that Mary
Owens happiness depended on marrying him, that his neble determination
to do the right thing cost him what it might savored strongly of vanity
and mast painful of all thut.mhohqdloll her he was really not a

118410 in love with hert SpinLnd 5::22 !
There was rare breadth in Abraham Lincoln's humor he “* %
§

\ﬁom #ee his own follies, Bore uﬂl:m after Mary Ovll‘/l’ decision .

IL.W - mﬁ. The nmm $o0 good to go wntedd \3\
he reeled off for &oﬁ.—m: leng

iR
and fareical agcount of what had been happening o him, sines he last 1
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aigo. smplayed that he oould not have loved the girl esause meven '___"fff__ ’

af¥er her death he marrisd lMayy Todd, and gave her Wa

affection « & Wack and igiorent ergment eurely.
A viyile man, honoring women, vanting hll.. . £

needing them 4f aver & man did, it would have been unnatumel,

to one of his ressemadble mature, to let his whole 1ife h ‘. .

by the memery of en earlier love however ideakistic. mm

WaS A memowy. mmnmmmavnm nmmmm

be in zﬁgnnmu. Mg sympathy, No purity. Her mmmm _

a sadder but not a weoker man, Tt na.mmmwm

ukluatihﬁmmaaﬂrulw.ltl“mm //

o:hunuhpﬁn- popular heart is right, whem i% mm %

clings to this vomance, rejofeces that _this man of so many -M: -

many disillusiomments should have for even a day, & m of

nuiut hope blowing aewoss his hearS.

{ ;_ﬁ’\.- . V




