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ToumisT HoTELS

PSRUI RS s

HUGH MACRAE 8: CO

(INCORPORATED)

lmu-u. Tarbell,
New York City. -

M‘_l:luhrbou:- g vmame el n smen el 4
We are mn-m.ngmo:your classic articld’

1y lltilm rural life has become, I am sure you will agree, one of the most’ = =

important probleas of the nation. ' ¢ :
The fight for replacing an impoverished rural life :!.th m thtﬂ:’;-‘-j

that brings lippiness is now at the sero hour. G B
As a background for this letter to you, I am attaching & m .r?"j

a letter from Dr. A. E. Morgan of the Teunnessee Vo.lhy Muthordty. - e o
Also as & straw pointing in the direction of the wisd, I - -n-

ing you a copy.of a letter written to the President. 2R
lybenorictmtnuymmcmmcmmtothm

motive power of our economic machinery. Ithlbnnforptunnduw.

but like a rediscovered friendly germ, it is making ammm
come back.
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e 'Knowing your influence and sympathetic understanding; I' - w'-f% e
mmnmumumunmmmnummmuh;- e
at such strategic points uinyourgoodjudmtyouthinkullhomltoffnt-
ive.

wmww Prui;dut—
and the Secretary of the Intor:l.or.

thing from a "to whom it may concern® letter giving briefly Ampres
the possible usefulness of our rural life experience at this time or a
diroct approach to the parties having the ruponlibmty of lbpiu the natiomel

The general li.ne of activity whioh I have in mind would be any- -

#9111l Your Home Be As Happy As Theirs?®
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

mhmgm b. c..__;‘_
December 15, 1954.

Mr. Hugh MacRae,
Hilnmgtoq, N. C.

Dear Mr. MacRae:-—

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the chnnce you pve
me to see the development at Castle Haynes and to see the progress on the Pen---
derlea Homestead Project. I have just completed a trip of about three ﬂpu-
sand miles through the rural regions of Tennessee, Georgis, the Carolinas, and
Virginia. Excepting perhaps the immediate suburbs of Norfolk, I saw no agri-
cultural developments on this trip which seemed so significant and promising
,as those at Castle Haynes. You and your associates have demonstrated there
’that small land holdings intelligently developed with diversified farming can
become the basis of satisfactory and wholesome living. I was particularly im~-
pressed with the way in which the example of Castle Haynes was spreading along
the roadsides, If there were fifty such projects scattered through the low-
lands of the Seuth this process of imitation would have a profound effect upon
agricultural practice. I know from experience the leng hard work and the many
discouragements which must intervene between the initiation of such & project
and its satisfactory development, and I congratulate you on the intelligent
persistence which has been contributed to this undertaking.

I was also interested in the Penderlea Project., In a visit of only
two or three hours one can pot gef & jusgmofit’af olie wftastbranedd’ witlk fdrich.
work is being done. On some of my own undertakings I have observed that the
favorable judgment of visitors was based upon superficial appraisal, and that
they did not see the weaknesses which I myself realized from more intimate ac-
‘quaintance. Hewever, in this brief visit I received a number of favorable im-
pressions. . ' R

‘At several points it was evident that the work was in the h.nda of
competent and experienced men and was moving along as a job does only when it
is in the hands of qualified persons. For instance, I have had more or less
to do with excavation of ditches by blasting. ‘' The quality of the results at
Penderlea shows that the men in charge of this work are competent.

The technique developed in pulling stungs in land clearing seemed to
me to be very good. The use of a large tractor for pulling stumps was a wise
choice and the gang of men who were bperating it in the stump pulling seemed
to have an efficient technique. The work seemed to be moving along with de- *
cided efficiency. I judge that the use of this tractor has reduced the cost
to a small fraction of what it would be by hand labor. While I watched. the
work, stumps were taken out at the rate of about three a minute by a gang of
about a dozen or fifteen men. "
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COPY

Nilmington, N. C. December 24, M : "

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President: R —

From the social column of THE MORNING STAR of Wilmimgtem ~ =

is clipped the gttached item of great economic i-port.

By analysis it means that an economically sound, socially .
sat:l.st‘y:l.ng Rural Life exists at Castle Haynes.

Lkke Madame Cure's bit of radium - regardless of effort .
and the cost of effort - thebe it is.

Starting without capital or experience and livimg for: c:lx
years in a $500.00 house on a ten acre subdivision of a worn out tract
of land, Mr. Ludeke has become one of the two ocutstanding ru'lorl in
the Southeastern states; I am tempted to say in the laticn

It can be stated that his original ten acre tract i.l now
the most profitable farm of its size in the South, and that the

. Ludekes' are living in the South's most successful rural commumity,

"which has been inspired and created by the Ludekes' and their ulo-—
clates.

My interest in this is that it opems the way for the e~ - -

tire Southeast on an equally sound and self-liquidating basis to im-
mensely improve its economic status and social condition.

This, and the essential auociatod experimental and dem-
onstration work, has required thirty years of time and a large part
of my personal resources.

It is my wish to make use of the principles here devel-
oped in a way that will in this national emergency . which I believe is
largely due'to impoverished rural life, and from the lack of basic pur-
chesing power primarily drawn from the soil) be of widest bemefit.

The time is propitious, and you are nkingtiul résources ava ’W.

One year ago, lMir. President, you gemerously agreed ﬂut
a demonstration community might at once be built under my direction
in the ares near Castle Haynes - a process as simple and logical as
lighting che fire from another. .
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