Gen,John A.McClernand ai Inauguration.

{Interv iew O-t, 19, 1888.)

Gen,John A.McClernand,ef Springt teld, 1ll., was Congrosmn T

from the Suringfield Aictrict in 1861. In an interview he snya.‘
“I had occasion to call on Lincoln at Willard's Hotel a fﬂ
days beiure the inaugiratione. This 1ncident was preceded by &
call on President Buchanan at tre White housee Altheugh I was a
Democrat, I had long = d int imately knewn MreLincelk ,had been his
neay neighbor i Springtield,snd we were bersonally very frimdly.' ~
I was doing =11 in my power to stay the tide o1’ rebellien. Pros_i,dam
Buchanan was weakly yielding to the insistence oi the Seuthern
Represe-tat ives in “ongress to acquiesce in the seizure ef our forda
and dock-yardse I resolved that ther should be a Lrotest i‘roﬁf
Nerthern Demdcrats snd mccordingly cal led a m-eting of sewe of my
pelitical [riends, mainly Congressmen from the West, Ve hld inf'v
t ton that Buchanan had promised il.a Southern lemders that im_ﬁmﬁh?
A2Zxxxx so0 long as the Smth refrained rom open, vielent war he vould
offer g reyivstance 10 tleir schanes 01 secession, We proceeded Ih

the
a hody to tte White House,and,w t ing as spokesmm of mmx deiegat ion,
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=4I stated 1lie object o1 our vicit, I put the case strongly to"“B'uéhanm.

[1°

o prot est ing mpainst his acguiemcence in secession on two grounds:

Fir=t, that he conld not do it consistently with nhis high auty as

qr] Ion

Prcs 1dent yfor he @wed it to the comtry to Lreserve the govarnment

AJel

and tranemit {t nimpaired to his succe-sor; qm,ondly, that n stntua of

civil war existed,and tht it was his duty te suppress ﬁ«. , Upt. oo



- toek a carr*!age-r 1do by moanlight through Gnargotovm and discussod

-stuat ion. %anton toldnm that I wag the iirst mn te mwo ]
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. troeps statiened im Washingten City.

2--McC1l ornan_gl_.

that time, I had believed him a Union mm , uxxxximmm_ ,f,f [

lmxnudx lunking only ih pesit ive courage, but I 101‘1. hiu thqt
convinced that he was at heart a secessionist. I to_l’d hiIam
cally that the great West would never submit te the osiabi-iéfﬁ‘
a Southern contederacy; that a oreign government at the South
would ot the PAXpIKy Western Leople off from the sea coast a.nd mak.
them a nat ion o1’ herdsmen. This peint secermd te make ile strongost.
imrQr.ossion on him. Qir intervies was quite spirited; we indulgod
in exceedingly plain talk. I remember at one point President

Buchanan interrmpted me with the guest ion:

“ipg you wich to s<e 1he courttry engaged in a i‘ratricld.ﬂa,if{"

war? '
®1hewull it,' smid I, out of patience with rim, *that is

exactly what we have riowe Qir torts have been seized, the free

navigat ien or the Mis<issipnl has heen oebstvucted,=nd the Seutna’b
this moment is in a state outf' rebellion.'’' Py
nImmediat ely tollewing this int erview,I called on Mrs
Lincoln at wiilard's hotel s told him of what had occurr.d_; He. |
listmed attent ively, but I do not remember that he had anythmg m

particilar to s# . Short ly af't erward, Lincoln, Stanten am nysolt

R

o

on the question ot secess ien, citing as 1»roof the f‘uct that Y du,)r

two after the interview the President had ordered u-_ggr__),-_:xsen {
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B-=McClernand,

L 4 witno-s!-:od- &ho

incident worthy of note.

special sessien of Congress that surmer, but de not roealmyth
he said moro'\u gitieral coneurrence in my suggest ions, f’a-r'_-i_m

ngreed

on practically overything relative to the conduct of the war.e

JeMcCan bavis,

AR



