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Dear Miss Tarbell:

I cemot remenber any mamsoript of recent yesrs that has glven .

‘us as mich concern as your autobiography. The early chapters, I admit, .

we found rather slow going, even though it was clear that the apprentice-

ship had well prepared you for the work to come. But as soon aa‘Idats,t_‘:g_;j
horizon begins to broaden, from the moment she begins to appralse man- ...

kind with the eyes of an editor,'the-Recollectiohs-beginfto<moveEwithkg.*:'ff-

& pace and objective th°“ghtf“1n335'YérY'engaging"tQ»the*readér;;_xdayg“ﬁ--’~‘"

four-square integrity, her willingness to fight doggedly for what she. "

_wents, her capacity to ea:n_the‘respect_of'ménflike3FrankgMuhgéy,;Sfeffens,53fh
Ranytannard-Baker,»McGIure,:and:Henry'ROgeraf-é'thése'QUalities}make‘,;i'f.ff

' themselves felt in the writing and in thelr development: they bring the ~

reader*td.a'friendly'understanding Qf”thoéefCauses;which you loved to -  f:

1wl be framk with you when I say that your style ismota = - i

vv.nimblg-style,'that ybur,characterizations;;in,their,aypidahcgfof Cfiticiﬂﬁ”fﬂ f
- gometimes evoke a rather pale 1ikene§s.j_And'fina11y5}I do,m1ss;in your . -

recital the alleviating touch of humor -- or rather,:ijiﬁd’SO,Iittléjoff1:« u

itrthat I'wish'there were moregﬁ;But mqre.preVgilingLthan"any7offth98gﬁ
deterrents was the conviction which grew upon us: as we experimented,—

the oonviction thab your book was all of one plece and that it would be. o

next to impossible to isolate four portions of 1t in such a way as to
give each the emphasis and carry-over value which one looks.for in a -

mejor serial. This, you will agree, is cfiti¢15myof'ah‘extrinsic'nﬁtufé;f':f;l
which has nothing whatever to do with the_success:of“yourkbook;,”Yet inj;';;,f

the end, and most regretfully, it was the decisive factor s0 far as the. - -
Atlentic was concerned. | . "  ‘5“:f 7.f CE " G

I an returning your manuseript to you.  We.mu¢higpﬁréaigteﬂy§ﬁf5_: *“ |
allowing us to hold it for so 10ng‘a-éonsideration,;:_' LT RN

Faithfully yours,

Miss Ida Tarbell
120 East 19th Street
New York, N. Y.
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