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No end of excited attention was aroused the

moment that the plans of the Wabash Common Council became
known. For several months before the eventful night when
Wabash would first see electric lights, uionéiﬁo and
popular interest was at the highest pitch,

News of the project traveled far and wide, and
aroused the comments of many technical men. From faraway
Germany came a startling speculation by an electrical
inventor who is said to have predicted that such a powerful
1llumination would quite likely make the crops grow faster
throughout the surrounding country-side. The corn around
Wabash, he is recorded as having declared, "would grow
t¥ice its size” under the electric lamps. :

As may well be imagitned, this profoundly excited
the agriculturists. A reminiscent writer of Wabash history
asserte that *farmers within a radius of five miles.... Wers
led .to believe that thoy would have corn lu'xo“onouch to
harvest with saws." (1)

v~ 1) J. W, Hammond Chapter XIII "A Big Night in 1880" Page 102
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