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ge were not on a raft in a swirling current

but might easily have been as the waters were within a bleck

on two sides and boats onme into the end of our stroet.

You cannot imagine what it was likel MNinety percent of the

eity under water, the streets miag streuns and 350,000 refugeas.
Our good Grady whom you remember with a wife and two cuildrsn

wwe completely washed out losing every stick of furniture, ocloblies,
ete, Te didn't see him noy ouwr ¢ar for a week, the Raundrovs

aise was submerged, but our cook stayed here and was safe.

PRCAPPUEBTsA P 4 g b o i1 ”ﬁ?‘% S
gwn yet when I t4 o GUr axperdisncs you way o8 others
have suffered, ¥We JE;’ gt far threc weeks, the first
el ity ooming on last night. Ho rafrigeration, no Lelephons
no pupers, no nﬂ s ¥y two weeks we had no wstar in tue pipes and
some days wsed melted smow or Faln water. The glssels had %o be
flushed and 2ome mn had $o carry sll refuse %o the yard and
ury in o diteh with lime. Brery drop of water had *o be boiled,
even for bathing and most evexybody wus sick from typhold inocuiae
tions, Cale being the oniy man on the place had to forage cach
mnomning for canned foods and anything he esould find Lo keep us
godng; to carsy il the waler wp and down staire and do & ghmum
and one odd jobs. I tried te do the houss work, with no slemn
1inen for three weeks and three wtrs beds to provide for refugees.
Aunt 91t Buckner aged 82 wes umrooned in her boarding house for
four days, no heat, ne light and ill with a fever, Naunie ba
(also pd) finding her oull for o beont unanswered Linall
an army truck to Sake hor oub, A3 Soon as Cale could get Lo
Fan's hotel he brought asunt Ui hore uwhere she wus 1LL fur five
days. Mo nurse or docter wus avallable of sourse bul we
nursed her baek to a safe condition and she has gone home sgaine
Fortunuthly we had fuPnaos head, ®0 thut was a great help. Hany
of the handsomest homes in the suburbs aré still without hest or
1ight and full of refugeca. ;

The breadiise at ouw cormer was two blocks long
and neople stood in pouring rein for four hours often to get foode
Them: [ could make il I went arsund to the Cudluge Pateh settimmont
to do my bit, mowtly to teke some Little comfort o the workers
who d4id not heve off $Bel» clethes fov ?ﬁm daye and nights.
we fed and bedded 147 in owr § dwe until toe pipes burst and

ot

 they were forced to wee the hallis for lavatorice.

Hew for the mors chesrful side. The relief work
was magnificent, Avery schcol, publile Luilding, ete., was utilized.
The gm’ple wore fed sod sared fors Atties wore ransacked « clethes
wer taken off peoples bask to put sn the dastitute, We @ven
took the siip off u couch when the oall cwse from The Vomans Club
that thirty bebfes were witheut covering. Ome friend of nine
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Hrs. Slane, you remeubev her, stayed in hay house with the
water eight feel around her. Ghe covered an old negro

at night with s Persian o Hewspapers were most handy

al cover o Ve had provisions brought o us only one day.
But I had %o go out and ask for fowr candles as none could be
bought. Then a good friend saune in fyvom the country and
brought three lampe and some kerosens snd wassshe welcouel

8o thorowh was the tg?hela preventions that
not one oase had been reported, in spite of the faet that deal
sats, rats and dogs floated in the sireet and & desd horwe or

cow was olten left for days., Bven pooplae who died had %o be

kept for days as undertskers eould not reach them, ‘

But we are valiantly atmgﬁ:wg Wy again in spite
of caved in streets, sagging walle, and thousands of wrecked
howes, The Red Crose and the ¢ily welfare are bringing ovder out
of choas. Almost every store in the heurt of the eity has
#tore windows smashad or full of debris. A thick layer of mud
is siill over everything the water Souched.

The lartine were out of the flooded sres, but of
course suffered the disoonforts common to ws alli. I feel very
gorry for Georgle with two invalids on her hands and not well
hewrgelf. She wrote a report which was published in the New
York whernld Tribune which wns winmt she was told « that 68, Junes
Court was 12 fest under water. IJhe also heard that I was i1l
and carried to Lexington in an alrplane and got word to all our
friends in her neighborhood which csused unnegessary slarm,

I was hobbling around with aoute lumber und
sciatic troubie but I had no ides of leaving towm. But now I
a in bed with the privilege of walking out twice a day and not
allowed to sut any pressure by sitting on affiicted nerves in leg.

Here ie « long horribly written scrawl but I
knew you wanted to hear,

Copy of letter from Mre. Rice - February 14, 1937
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