December 10, 1931

Dear Mre Burtons

{ came home from our talk vesterday
to go over in detail my engagements and | see clearly
that it is out of the question for me to take on a
series of articles - the first of them to be delivered
as carly as the i Februvary. 1+ my doing the
series ot which d depends upon that date | shall
have to give it up. You see | cannot drive myself as
{ once did -~ there are limitations in being seventy~-four
and if one wants to work for a few more years as | do
he mustnt? kill himselt by over~doing it.

i have thought the skeme over and |
think | could undertake It ¥¥ vou were willing to make
the following arrangements of dates. You liked the
idea of a Fourth of July article, as yvou called it,
to be catled tentatively at leasts~

™e have a Plan."
“Is it Valid."
and then to go on in as simple $pMgvage as | can muster
to describe what we may call, The Democratic Scheme,
which is as | take 1t to create a political framework
within which every man can work out his economic independence ~

his intellectuval and spirituval #reedom., Thet scheme was

set 1o work on a country as raw as Russla - rawer - | think,
and whatever a mess we have gotten ourselves info we have

produced amazing results, both materially and intellectuallve

These results could be touched on (o make the article
:;azreia ~ actual - instead of theoretical.

My notion is that such an article would hé@
a proper introduction to a series such as we talked of.
That series would be actual achievements undtr certaln
feaders in ?hfeg general lines,

fndustrial Civilization
industrial Flexibility
fndustrial Stabilization

t do not know that the examples oitahidl
talked to you yesterday are in all cases the best passibie,
} am sure the first one under the general heading of
Industrial Civilization, the co-operative work Naumkeags

e



} am equally sure of the one | spoke of
under %hg%hzed of, industrial FlexibilityZ what
Harry &sqhsaa is doing at Framing ~ the Arkellts -
at Canajoharie. '

1t we are to really get the best we don't
want to be In too much of a hurry in deciding, nor do
we want to rush it.

1 you are willing %o go info the series
later than we talked = | to give yoy the jJuly article
not later than May Flirst and then thirty day
intervals. | shall be glad to undertake it for vou,
you, understands My idea being that it vou can re-make
the Cosmopolitan on the lines of which you telked |
am glad to do what little | can to help you.

fet me hear #rom vou at your conveniences

Faithtully wyours

thr« Harrv Payne Burton
Cosmopoiitan, Editor
8th Ave. & 57th 5t.
New Yﬂrk City
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