In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the world saw an ntén-_
ishing development of, the social influence of women. It was in France
Fl: principally that the social influence of women was developed to the
highest form. The Salon under French women of the lovor‘ntaonth and
‘{kl“ eighteenth centuries became not only & center for social intercourse but
‘gg a place particularly of intellectual stimulus and of great political
influence. Qne of the most famous women of these two centuries were
the Salon leaders. A new place was really developed for women in this
period, a new set of opportunities and duties. Henceforward society
expected women not only to be the mother, the head of the family , the
dispenser of charity and of relief but the director and inspirer of
the highest forms of social intercourse gmd it is this set of duties
developed in different countries and through so long & period of time *
 which we have inherited. It is in the fulfillment of these duties i
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