: April 28, 1926,
o Mr. Albert H. Roberts,
Aptuary Insurence Dept.,
Tellehazses, Florida,

My deer Mr. Hoberte:

‘ Your interesting letter of April 22and has been
forwsrdad to me by MeCsll's Magazine. OF courss I d» not
think your suggestions "offlolous® or “capticus?, I am
alwnys grateful whon sznyons calls my attentlion to errors
that have been made or o misintsrpratetions.

As to the length of your Florids Sepcomst, of
eoursa that weg & typogrephlcel error. . I probably should
have ceught it if I had had opportunity of resding the
proof, Wy Flerids srticks have been done under euch pres-
sure that it has besn imposslible for the megazine to 1&t me

do that,

i do not know that I guits sgree with you thsat
it necessarily follows that there were no reilrosds in Flo-
rida in 1922 sxcept the two I mentioned. Wy statsment was
very goneral - intended to be so. 1 was sposking omly of
cortain linss. If I had been trying to cover the ocszse 1
° should haveto have gons back »nd I know before the Civil
© War thers wors several short lines im Florida, and found

that both Flagler and Plant based their trunk lines on the

. short linss in existsncs. 1 can see that since you have

_. gotien the lmpression that you have, that I should have padn
- in a quelifying word, but it did not come to me at the time
that & resder would think thut I was attempting to do sany-
thiﬁg”more than whatsths newspapers call "touch the high
spots", :

: Now, a8 to the scrawgeyand ths lekes. The
troubls came from the printed matter that I consulted and
supposed to bs rellebls when I first undsrtook my work.
Thirty million acres and thirty mhousand lakes, I read



el Apr. 27/286.

> again and again in pamphﬁ@ts snd circulsrs, and I realize

> now that that is not exact and I am going to teks palns to
esll attantion tov the error, and if 1 can get the chance,

use vour paragreaphe.

No, I did not refar to oysters mnd sponge
fishing - there wes no sttempt in ey tsbulation to be
gorplote, i know of course, thal tnere was cthsr game

© hesides slligators end turtles. Jhen L put those down

1t rather emused we not to menticn anything elss. 1Ip my

copy I think I put sn exclamation point efter the remark,

> thinking 1t would smyee it from mlsinterprsisiion, but 1

> have found to my emusement thet it i1s hard to Jjoke about

- anything InFFlerida, wnd I have come not to wondar st that.

© I found mygelf before 1 had besn a fortnight in Floride

= elther pultyplying every figurse by two or three and defiming
L averything I found gocd or bed. There is something in your

- air that does it, 1 think. :

Now, my dear Mr. Roberts, plezse belisvs that
o I eppreclate what you have written and that before I gat
< through with this work I shsll teke phins to confsss and
S eorract.
I heve no ides of putting what I writs into e
> book. It's too imprassionistic %o bs of sny permanent
o valus.

Very truly yours,
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