Lincoln and Ann Rutledge. So dear to our pcopl_c- is mh i

thouunda or them yearly visit the gi-rl's grave. ‘!GSW

rcverent 11tt10 groupe reading aloud often with a uhokl M

rrom the 'boa.utirul lines on the monmnto _
"I am Ann Rutledgo whe ll.oop 'bonuth t
| weeds
Beloved of Abraham I.:I.noo.‘l.n. e
Wedded to him, not through union,
But through-separation.” .

2

Again and again you hear one in the numb:

thinks he knows the Stoi'y repeating its outline:=

"Ann Rutledge was betrothed when Lincoln f

 New Salem; her lover left, ceased to write her; she wﬁ
to love each other;*- and then thn mlodrmtic, though
J;T:.,L-j;;,{:.“ 'uiltraetcd on ﬁnding herself plnmﬁf'-".ﬁ
'1““5 a.nothor.a.m died of griaf- Linoo:l.n went
A*knl himult. | L a8
'.Iho pronnt mmxat:l.nn or 1cm¢1 .8
]m‘ ca cw: ruam.tq ‘



[ ISR

mttor were sure sooner or 1a.t¢r to rouh thii uﬂ.

S o e b A

hu rooently a.nd u ha.n the Judsunt - 'Ono ot thc

American History", which can mean nothing‘ o’lu thlﬂm

et "

with no bno of ru:l.ty. How a.bout ite

E Various are the evidences mnhnlhc for tm

E ?mm e - none more curious tm that Lincoln I.n.t-_n_' Ml

E:_ . another womanl ‘ o i

E*— S ~ The argument um to be that if he m ro-a.zyf"
g o girl snd gr.‘..evod dosperatoly on her du.th. he 'onld hﬂu

;_L: ~ revived sufficiently to think of asking n.nothe:lm. ‘“zi“‘ W
= The iconoclast who can employ such an a.rmm 4

ntd-victorian.iudging hmn he:l.ngs by what he thinks tﬂ'!
rather than by what thcy are.

The story which is used to dim if not du‘hr‘y-

Rutlodge romance is not difficult to reconstruct. Inm
~of those rare love affairs in the annals of great muw
we have first hand docment‘s.' Vhat He said, what Shom
of Linoqil_.n to the young woman - Mary Owens ‘ny‘nm - l "
. Owens written years later giving her side of the -rnm
fw dim places in the -tory For most :m :I.t :I.l u
It seems that um a. vuru
= a.ttor Ann Rutledso'- dutl. a woman friend of M'

(57 R

auu. uuungly uid to h:l.m tm she m



o

e _ thru. yurl ago, if he tould -.grn to bum hnr

Q}g’ "I or -course n.oceptod the propon.l. mh uum ti a
kté *for you know I could not have done othor‘lln hl.d I;:'

1_ . a.nru to 11:: but pr:lntoly bituen you and me I m 2
?:  well plusod with the projoot » ' ' A

E ~ And well he mignt have been if he nu lnkm
g% 2 wu’o tor lary Oun- ta,s such a one as tho xolom m
E e Salon did not often 8ee - a Woman uthi.n a you' of ;

E:* : buxon. fruh or faoo. 'bluo-oyod, m. intollitont m:.
% | reported wu.lthur and look:l.ng wulthy to the sim. lel
f@; "B_h_’ had tha fineat triminga. ever u" ono o:t tm
ER s Ihy should Lincoln have not been pleased to see her qm

of her as a pouiblo wife?

But when he learned a few' '“k- lstor M:

‘-_‘F" ' had returned with her sister he was ttutlod. .‘lm to
to marry him} Reflecting on his perdzcmnt ho :

G free. He would withold judguent until he mm.

.kup u. l!. ha.d almn made & ro:.nt nx‘

LR e




‘whose father was a8 she said "a gentlcmn of -conud.orahur

He seems not to have had the courage or n.drottun to
either ._%_!"oroe" or drop the iesue. He simply hung around, l-t.‘l.lc ha»
gelf her attemdant - at all the country-side nthor:l.n;t. usu ¢

everything that he supposed was expected of a lu:l.tor - m.pttu ‘m,

courtingl There was certainly no word of that from him. n'n
Owens, nuoh more experienced than he in love-making, thoro ﬂ | |
coquetry, tantalizing words wh:loh puzzlod him - did she m tm e
she expected to be his wife - well, he Iould think of her u htl

wife, remember her fine qualities of mind, hcr interest h “Ml"p—'

her love of good books, her jolly humor, her liking for ’uﬁ&. lu!-.
fresh enjoyment of life., It was all true but nmhw it llﬁ m
unstirred. For him there was, he told himself, mo allurcnnu& i

Mary Owens, bub if she expected him to marry her he would u :I.t.

It evidently did not occur to him that Mary Omnt m
be appraising him rather than trying to forco an n.nu.:l.. m
certainly was too clever a wonan not to roanu that he m .tul |

reluctant and half-heartod whether he had made his prMn to hﬂr

sister seriously or not. She appreciated his fine quut!.n. htt
mni:l.nou.' kindness, 1pyalty. She ®aw he was making h.:l- W ;la th:

community, was a coming man, not a hopeless pariner: even fer s

if she found herself caring for him. ”

Could she care for him? That was what she g.'agi-
was asking herself vhilq her sister devotedly t_tt‘joﬁq‘- :
.ursd her to make up her mind to marry him, .vam

that Mary could do it if she would.

[
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E ' But Mary Owens was a sensible if flirtatious woman and

QE: she had mo desire to marry s man who did not love her or ome Who

Eg did not instinctively pay her all those attentions which she had

: been reared to believe a man owed a wWoman. Lincoln d:l.uppoint._d

= her by his awkwardness, his absentmindedness,his ‘

;; : indieposition to gallantry. 8She tells a story in one of her
i; letters ogfiappening we may consider typical.

g; : 'fhere was a company of us going to Uncle Biily Greene's,
g— Mr. Lincoln was riding with me, and we had a very bad branch to
éﬁ cross., The other gentlemen were very officious in qooing that

E; - thelr partners got safely over. w§ were behind, he fiding in,

?i never looking back to see how I got along. When I rode up beside
jg him, I remarked, 'You are a nice fellowt I suppose you did not
ég care whether my neck was broken or not.' He laughingly replied
;Ei_ _ (I suppose by way of compliment), that he knew I was plenty smart
iz to fako“care of myself,"

He had not learned - he never did learn that no woman

was ever born who did not prefer from a man she is thinking of

marrying solicitude for her wellfare, proofsthat he had her safeyy

d

and happiness on his mind,to any possible tribute he.r,oonlfd,m.-;hor
~ intellect, :
. His hp.t-hurtod suit was cut short in December, when
ilgﬁ.ion;@t;ﬁhplitgto.Ai-cibly, to which h; had been re-
- inarkisns o ‘_ , '__q.pn,od.- Quite Ipronptly after reaching

1, he wrote Kary Owens, a rather moody




Ntlly 1 have uot lnon plonod o!.nu 4 hﬂ

%o imogto that the ymgm was more




@ interested in "Friend Mary", as he oallod her ‘thnn'ho tho%

In spito of the open:l.ng gloom of ‘the nll:l.on t

brightoned up for Lincoln. Mary Ovomyi.oldod. to h:ll pl;ﬁo M

trito him ocoa.uiona.lly throughout the tc:n. Ko foud mm'

among thm a womn.tha wife of a conusuo sn tho umu. _ﬂ H.
Browming. The ‘Brownings and Lincoln lived in the IMMWMM

and Mrs. Browning were soon on easy and rather conﬁmtm *ﬁ‘

a rr-iendahip which lasted his life through. But ohiony hin

_'.‘...

were rutored by the plaoo he soon found hiuulf ta.k:lns :ln thn

Sangmon County dolegation -a delega.tion famous 1n Ill.tnau Mc__

annals - the Long Nine, no one of thcm under aix fut i.n ha:t.

!ho Long Nine had set their hearts on taking the seat of gomm

from nnmu to Bpringﬁold and spent the uu:l.on in tho ﬁcﬁu

Lincoln, who had had but one prﬂious tern in tho Anoa'bly uui hiM

term had done little more than get his bearings, thrﬂ hm.lf----»m#jtil

: utmggle with gmsto and a skill which surprised his collm m
soon made him the leader of the group. The Long Nine won MW 0

ﬁqnlhoad men on all sides saying that Lincoln m. .‘hgm ], g

; hoa.rd of bmquets where he was toa.st‘od a8 "nature's nobl-mi'-
a different person in the public's eye, this young m who m
to Iﬂv Salm in March 1837 from the one who had loﬁ tlu

hcforﬁ.

‘He had bun"”'

_ He d:l.d. not return to lta.y.
. ,‘ba.: md. .‘..n April put all h:ll rorld.ly soods :lnto a ’au,

and 'rodo o'ur to lprd.ncﬁold. uxl;un n:l.:.u m. :
| Mh Mmou nmn-



ug

&F In a farewell visit he and Mary Owens talkod-ibouf‘hlr
é% Joining him there, but he could not decide whothor she was in -trnntt
“Lé or not, and was not deeply enough in love to insist on kno'luo v
F: : The uncertainty. disturbed him. What did the 3111 Itaﬁ?
tﬁ Ro'tne loneaome in the new town. He knew he wou1§ bq happ}ar *f.!?' .
G; wase with hin. He must settle the mattor. '!hat you havo ,ni&jt?;'
Ef me mny have been 1n jeut. or I may have miaundorltood 1t. ‘d I‘#oti_ '
? | hexf.in his first letter after their pa.rting. "For ny part I hlﬁl :

E} already decided.What I have said I will most po.itivgly dbiﬁl ha,\_

-éf . providod you wish it," which was as if he sald, "I will marry ydﬁ-lf
E; you want me, but I can eéasily get on without you." : H_

g ; He counselled her sagely, fearful lest he lm -too"”

E ~ anxious! "My opinion is you better not do it, you have not hm

Qé accustomed to hardship, and 1t may be more severe than you Lmagtno.' 
E Now that he was in Springfield he was realizing “ :

%g never before how poor a man he was and would be for a long ttnq, com=
i;- pargd with moﬁt of the men with whom he was associating on o€u11A>_.
ééz political and professional terms. He saw clearly he oould nbt-zifﬁ l?
| (—1:_ wife ; home, the comforts these men gave their wives. Hoﬂ 'mlld I‘ﬂ
féi take that! I am afraid you. would not be satisfied®, ho told hlr.

iE; 'There is a groat deal of flourishing about in carriagot haan. Uh£;  
é%_ would be your doom to see without sharing it. You iould-hpx; ‘e
?Ei {_podr without the means of hiding your property. Do yeu-ﬁ;'-
“E could bear that patientlye” '

The 1.ttor brought no satistactory ropl;.

i ,ln preba‘h:l.y onjoy:l.ng the irresolute courting tooimh:




resolute word of which she was capable. Possi‘bly she did not y&t |
e ' to urge L
quito know her ~own mind. Her sister contimued [hor to marry L ne _j

'!ne ma.n had probably a future. In many things they were congsﬂ.ﬂ. Ly

a.pirits. but a3 she was to write later, she found him 'd.ﬂaiut tn

those little links, which make up the cha.in of woman's happinon. !ﬂ.—l Sh .

training had been different from mine." And so she luaitqtnd. mu

- 1;Ima“—r

he unwilling to settle the matter once for all in the way he thaw

he wantod 11; settled, that is by his own honorable release, oout,tm

his luke warm semi-wooing.

L

- Finally desperate he decided to write a letter, m
wou;Ld‘ force a decision from Mary Owens, s

"You must know that I cannot see you or think of
you with entire indifference; and yet it may be that you
are mistaken in regard to wh.at my real feelings towards yw.; e
are. If I knew you were not, I should not trouble you with
this letter. Perhaps any othor man would know.enough _I&th- &
out further information, but I consider it my peculiar
right to plead ignorance and your bounden d.uty to allo’l w :
plea.

"I want in all cases to do right; and most
particularly so in all cases with women. 1 want, at th.ia
particular time, more than anything else, to do right ﬂ!.‘bh
you, and if I knew it would be doing right, as I rather

the purpose of making the matter as plain as possible, I
now say, that you can now drop the subject, dismiss your
thoughts (1f you ever had any) from.me forever, and leave
this letter unanswered, without calling forth one accusing
murmur from me. And I will even go farther, and ua‘,'"f :
if it will add anything to your comfort or peace o
to do so, it is my sincere wish that you should.
understand by this that I wish to cut your um_
I mean no such thing. What I do wish is that our
acquaintance shall depend upon yourself, If suc
acquaintance would contribute nothing to your ha
I wm sure it would not to mine. If you feel' y
any degree bound to me, I am now willing to rel
provided you wish it; wh:u.e. on the other hand
and even anxious to bind you faster if I can
that it will in any considerable dogrn a.M
: hn.;ppinul. m-. indeed, 1- the Ihoh qu

suspect it would, to let you alone, I would do it. And SO:.:




L el
S
E Nothing would make me more miserable, nothing more m. i S
& that to know you were so. §
g
L "In what I have now said, I think I cmot ti
2 misunderstood; and to make myself understood is the MO
o object of this letter.”
ihandie

It was rather cruel in Mary Owens not to have oahl ma
i
5; perplexity then and there but the woman had pride and humor. lh. hnr ‘
? have thought he needed a lesson in love-making, to be taught tht l m o
e must at least have the courage to say directly, will you llm lﬂ‘
:S ~ Bay it with ardor, conviction and not with the chilling assurance thlt _
‘%1— it 18 her happiness alone he seeks - that his own is only 1nm0§<t:|_.y.$; 7
D question. At all events she kept him dangling on her hook nat'i.l he cu ;,; _. _ ‘
ot ; ;
E come out with a direct proposal, and to it she gave a prompt um.
&
= "No.® Lincoln was amzed - surely she did not mean it., He repeated
)

. the question « "No" - she told him again, a.nd. so finally t.ﬂu‘ l m . '
and a half of apathetic love-making Lincoln awoke to tho nmzmnc |
realization that he had been deceiving himself in thinktnt that m:

Owens happiness depended on marrying him, that his noble d-t-munm- _.ﬂ : o
to do the right thing cost him what it might savored strongly of vuu.ty
l.nd.nusf painful of all that, now hq had lost h.-r he was r.u.iy not qr
little in love with heri e

There was rare breadth in Abraham Lincoln's hmz; lo |

could see his own follies. BSore as he was after lln.ry W:M uu
he still could lsugh at himself. The story was too ‘good to a
and so sitting down he reeled off for his friend l:n. Bz

and fareical account of What had been happening to him, eince







end the 1ady had r:l.nally convinced hinm she did not want hi.n 'h

mortified almost beyond enduranoo .

which they took to be only another of the extravagant ;ro.rns
Lincoln entertained intimates when in a rollicking mood. They ke
it now and then reading it to a fr:l.cnd as an 111ustration of m i
length to which . . "he would aometimes go in fun-mking._ A bugnm
‘ hearing of the letter in the Civil Wa» asked to ro-pri.nt it ht#m
the Browmings sought lr.  Lincoln's permission he said no tm. Itl
"too much truth in it.® It was the rirst intimation his rrhnd& had

that the 1etter was based on a personal experionoo.

publishad. "in the interest of truth" by a biographcr who 1mnht e
_ ﬂ:}at he called "an extremely painful duty." He d.:ld not Iﬂ. th
.Ii.t to see tha.t Lincoln was really ridiouiin& his oﬁ u:.t .
and that the shooking pieture he drew of the anonymous 1.43

.dovioo far mphuizing what he now lookod on as _hi_.,l, :

ittt

S conrouu thlt M

"My vanity was deeply wounded by the nmmmj?;;- By
that I had been too stupid to discover her intentions,
and at the same time never doubting that I understood
them perfectly; and also that she, whom I had taught
myself to believe nobody else would have, had actua.
rejected me with all my fancied grutnen. And, i
the whole, I then for the first time began to suspect
that I was really a little in love with her. But let
it all go. - I'll try and outlive it. Others have be
made fools of by the girls; but this can never with
truth be said of me. I most emphatically, in '&m_ :
1nstanee. ma.dc a fool of myself. -

lr. & l[ra. Browning were highly amused by tho mt “:-':'{:L_j::‘,:"

A few years after lir. Lincoln's death the lotttr m

ok
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&

48 i And it is this affair in which he tells Mrs. Br

u%' mdo a fool of himself that is used as evidence that hc nﬂ“

‘(i_, - have loved Ann Butledsol

S e tha.t romance does not noed to go a.-boggine for_;:

;\ :I.ts genuinoneaa. ‘I'o be sure there oxietl no aurtly a.n'hmtiu

[(:1_ - from Abrahan Linooln to Ann Rutledge from Ann Rutlodgo to

g— Lincoln. ¥o journals or diaries in which oith.r put d.o'Inn

E : of love but of that evidence second in place in n.ll blogrs -_ s

g study tho writton recallections of family and t‘r:l.cndl thm -i' &"i
;u: - goodly a.mount. What did Ann'a family, back the:._'o in I“Mn s ‘
8 ' the 1356!: ‘believe? Wnat did the men and Women With mmum
g ~ Lincoln daily ta.:l.ked and walked think? Horo we hmn aond

E our ramnco since nearly or quite a. score of thou iho knu

T

young pooplo - Ann's brothers and sisters, h.r unolo. hﬁ' nnl

and friends - the neigh'bora and friends of Lincoln - have M

writing what they saw, believed, remembered. That thcy uhw.ltm

have done this Was because of What Abraham Lincoln beam,.“"]
death of Ann Rutledge he had married and lived out an u:wunt;
in or near New Salem the story would long ago have been f

Even the stir of gossip in New Salem when Ann' 1aat 1"0;';}

ma.ny weeks after her death, the spoculation as to thotm _-if
lived she would ha.ve married him or Abraham Linooln. ‘I_'

only tempora.ry 1ntorent. |

£
s

But Lincoln rose studily. When a m.n fo!.*

' r.hu hun a.aouutomd. to'mﬂ'- on a Pl"'t.' dm - h"’""“ :

D o st e e



—,d‘lr.‘-” P« . e \ y o 7 " .'
to].a stories. a.rguod. pushes up unt:l.:l. tﬂnty ﬁ:n :
; mtimoy, he is ta.lked about for the pruidmey er uu‘
uhon.tho to.-lk oryatalnau until he is utuuy nonim

olootod, wby theu nrly friends recall-and nnb:nlly

4_‘. thoy rmmbor or h:l.m. If they ha.va knm a girl hc 1'-7'
o griovcd for. they tall and retol:l. tho story :l'c' lho 1.

£ Balm in the days of Abraham Lincoln and Ann nutludg.

o

aoncthing of their romance.

Hnrdly wa.s Abra.‘na.m Lincoln fm h:ls mt 1a‘ '

01_0n'n yoa.rl 0ld when Lincoln Just nttlod‘ in the * s

and idnt to live in the house of the boy's uncle. .

& attached himself to Lincoln in boyish worship - became
a0 - supporter n 1839 entered his law office as a student,
1 : : e
77\_ became his law partner.

"Billy Herndon". as they called h:l.m, 'll.l a

vermed 1nte11eetua11y and spiri‘hually. toe, by!'"_

m re rorn.




have proteatod ‘out uthout efreot - and 'by nndertaking to c

?_ersqm_.l r_e_oollections of scores o:‘ people vitl; Vhonho_
to have been associated in one n.y' or é.nother'-"bo.t‘-*_-clt_a ® .
T’he docqunts he gathered are the more talu;i.blo '.'bo_'ap;v;.' ﬂ
:aro n-mn poapla close to Lincoln in years. | ;

Herndon knew of the Jum Rutlndgo o.rfn.ir‘ Ho
g:l.rl - had often been in the family, so when he *lont to ¥

‘where he sent out voluminous quluo ;
1866. note boek in ynobody denied him - not the

.not even John lcha.ma.ra. thn lover who ha.d so negleetod
living on the farm where she had died, :

Important in the collection of statcmontl thl
securad at this time Was one from the on:l.y man tn ihom rc' l
.hrer to hs.ve fully unburdened his heart, .Toahun Bpt!d ot h

In a letter from Speed to Herndon written a.t this tim.ha

Lincoln's "ea'rly love of liss Butledge" as though 11: wuro a
common knowledge to Lincoln's friends.
It ies on these rema.rka, most of thom 1n na.mt'

'biographers have based their belief that the romnc. ef, n

and Abraham Lincoln is solidly plac ed. ‘Indud._, 1:.' ;_thu;

-'not to he accepted. then all the ovidcnoo oon:lns ﬂ'm, -

eiu.tu conoorning thia man nust bo thrawn uid.. md

'—_:I.uve ua - or 1eave am,- great oharaotoﬂ

:t ie a pity tmt tha 1nmm:1: -



~circulated. In telling his story ¥r. Herndon did not cont.ut

 qtory of human love and hope and sorrov - a tounhtna

b .-1 . ‘--‘

n&nds'by his de interpretation. He dld not ‘lit untllzhin

yith following his documents. He made from them a nllodtiﬂi
sonaational tale of a young girl dying from d‘lpnir booault ;
herself 1oving one man but bound by a promise to anothnw, ;h§:
apparently deserted her. He pictured Lincoln insano frum,¢t1ﬁ¢
hg: death. wandering over the country, babbling 1ncohorentfnﬁaﬂ}
long passages of which he improvises for his lecture - ihaifﬁt"
qaved from self-destruction by the interferenée of rriondséfjﬁp
two 1nterprotationa. exaggerating the facts out of dll»ﬁfqpbﬁt
deetroying both the beauty and the reality of the relution aﬁna&l&
nr. Lincoln's friends and followers. There were protostl
at homo who knew the stoy - there was violent criticinm rrmn.i
side- but the points on which ir. Herndon had spent hia tu:a‘ﬁ
stuck in the popular mind; and today it is still told anﬂgrj old
Ann Rut ledge died of Qeapair and Abraham Lincoln 'Uﬁnt ;ni;;;§:
he had lost her, e

Iconoclasts are abundantly Justirlcd.in uslng
hazmer on these distortions, but they waste thﬂir Otr.n‘th

the romance. Wipe out the molodramatio reaturas and thl

not a myth as they would have us believe, but a !311;



Cartainly the validity of the romance ll nu

- e

an 1s‘argued by the fact that & year ... - T:*-'aftor 4“Pﬂ
. I.iuooln um hia half-hearted adva.noes to Mary Owenu. !hh
ptthetio aud ludicrous. in which he playa 80 amkiurd a
_oqrroboratos. to one who knows much of the vnys of hpn;n,h h
.hbld that Ann Rutledge had taken upon his affootibn‘; : ;
'7‘  G It no more underminea the romance thnn.thl
. _aloo emmloyed that he could not have loved the girl beeauln,l
after har death he married Mary Todd, and gave her to_hnrf 

affection - a weak and ignorant a:gumnnt aurely;. |
A virile man, honoring women, wanting a hama. §1;

: neoding them if ever a man did, it would have beon unnntu:ul.

to one of his reasonable nature, to let his whole 11fo bo t

i

; by the memory of an earliar 1ove however idaaliatic. 1‘5@ 

i L.j .

WE; wae & memory. She had brought him a vision of tht hnman lav. ould
i~ Py s e :

5 be in ite sweetness, its sympathy, its purity. Her doath hld 1

a sadder but not a weaker man. It was a grief which Ibnt tnta
‘making of the future man as all real experiences go 1nto thngff
ef huran beinga, The popular heart is right, when 1t 1nI£ ut#:
olings to thia romance, rejoioea that this man of 80 nanyi
many diailluaionmenta should have had for even a daw.“ 4

'jtwnatost hope blowing across his heart.



