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SPEECH OF ABRARAM LINCOLN AT NORWICH,

MARCH 1@, 1860,

The meeting at the Town Hall Friday evening was a perfeet jam.The .Hall was fi}§§i'

tp its utmost capacity,and hundreds went away from the doors dasappointed at being
to gain an entrance. A delegation of a hundred or more came down from Danielsenville to
hear Mr.Lineoln speak.They were received upon their entrance into the Hall with entl

demonstrations of applause.

kept at home by #ickness,Hon.Joseph G.Lamb,First Vice Président,presi&ed.

¥r. Lihesln.'as received upon his entrance into the Hell with sterms»éffa" 

m when he m intuinudby ltz-.ﬁanb the enbhsiasn n{ tka a
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fihen quiet had been restored,lr.Lincoln commenced his speech,which lasted nearly

¥

two hours,during which he was listened to with unflagging attention.

We are unable to give more than a few brief extracts from the speech,which should
be heard entire to be fully appreciated. Speaking of the pre-cminent importance of the
Slavery question ,he said,For,whether we will or not,the question of Slavery is the
question,the all absorbing topic of the day. It is true that all of us- and by that I
mean,not the Republicanparty alone,but the whole American people,here and elsewhere-
all of us wish this question settled- wish it out of the way. It stands in the way,and
prevents the adjustment,and the giving of necessary attention to the other guestions of
national house-keeping.The people of the whole nation agree that this question ought to
be settled,and yet it is not settled. And the reason is that they are not yet agrsed

how it shall be settled. Again and again it has been fondly hoped that it was settled

2

but every time it breaks out afresh,and more violently than ever. It was settled,our



The two great parties,each in National Convention,adopted resolutions declaring that the
'seﬁtlement made by the Compromise of 1850 was a finality-that it would last forever.Yet
how long before it was unsettled again! It broke out again in 1854, and blazed higher and
raged more furiously than ever before,and the agitation has not rested since.

These repeated settlements nust have some faults about them. There must be some

inadeguacy in their very nature to the purpose for which they were designed. We can a@nly
- 1 8 > R
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speculate as to where that fau1t~that inadequacy,is,but we may perhaps profit by past
experience. I think that one of the causes of these repeated failures is that our best and
greatest men have greatly underestimated the size of this queation. They have constantly
brought forward small cures for great sores- plasters too small to cover the wound,This

is one reason that all settlements have proved so temporary- so evanseent. (Applause)

N

Look at the magnitude of this subject ! About one sixth of the whole population of the

United States are slaves ! The owners of the slaves consided them property. The effect

upon the minds of the owners is that of properivy,and nothing ®lse- it induces them to
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insist upon all that will favorably affect its valueas property,to demand laws and
institutions and a public policy that shall inerease and secure its value,and make 1t
durable,lasting and universal. The effect on the ninds of the owners is to persuade then
that there is no wreng in it. But here in Connecticut and at the North,Slavery does not
exist,and we see through no such medium. To us it appears natural to thinkthat slaves
are human beings;men,not property; that some of the things,at least,stated about men in
the Declaration of Independence apply te them'as well as to us. (Applause,) We think
Slavery a great moral wrong,and while we do not claim the right to tougéh it where it
exists,we wish to treat it as a wrong in the Territories,where our votes will reach itl

Now these two ideas,the érogerty jdea that Slavery is right,and the idea: that it is
wrong,come in collision,and do actually produce that irrepressible conflict which ¥r.
Seward has been so roundly abused for mentioning. The two ideas cqnflict,and must conflict.

There are bub two policies in regard to Slavery that can be atb all maintained. The

O

first ,based on the property view thab Slavery is right,conforas to that idea throughoub,
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; fiiﬁﬁaeﬁands that we shall do everything for it that we ought to do if ‘it were tigﬁt;!h

.y@%ther poliey is one thal squares with the idea that Slavery is wrong,and it consists in

- based upon the idea that it is right. But an effort bhas been made for a policy that shall

’i»ﬁtiéatwit:as‘neithér right mor wrong. Its central idea is indifference. It holds that:it.i

(5
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doing everything that we ought to do if it is wrong. I don't mean that we ought to attaeck i;uf

it where it exists. To me it seems that if we were to form a government anew,in view of thﬂ 3fi

actual presence of Slavery we should find it necessary to frame just such a governmenf.as 1:f'

our fathers did;giving to the slaveholder the entire eontrol where the system was estab-

lished,while we possessed the power to restrain it from going outside those lilits-(Applan%QJ»

.Now I.have spoken of a policy based on the idea that Slavery is wromg,and a: poliey

A?)Qna:differeaee to us whether the Territories become free or slave States?ﬁ#ﬁﬁ

jbis}iiti;iiih;heined.caitle_er puts itjiate téﬁﬁécé;m 11
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all elements to free our country from its present rule,and closed with an eleqn&ﬁt; i~

‘hortation for each and every one to do his duty without regaed to the sneers amd sland4ﬁs‘

|
of our political oppoments.

At the conclusion of Mr.Lincoln's address great enthusiasn was manifested. Messrs.

John F.Trumbull of Stonington,and Daniel P.Tyler of Brooklyn,made brief speeches,when ﬂhe-¢;

meeting broke up.




