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Allegheny College President Hilary Link joins students on a “Toxic Waste” inflatable during
Springfest activities on Wednesday, April 20. The game requires participants to alternate between jumping over
a low obstacle — as Link is doing here —and ducking under a higher obstacle.

See SPRINGFEST | page 2
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Dukes to leave in May

By SAMI MIRZA
News Editor
mirzaOl @allegheny.edu

Dean for Institutional Advancement
Kristin Dukes will be taking a new po-
sition as Vice President of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion at Chatham Uni-
versity.

President Hilary Link announced
the change via email on Monday, April
18. Dukes, who will remain at Allegh-
eny through May 15, leaves behind a
radically transformed Office of Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion from the one
she joined in July of 2018.

“When I arrived at Allegheny, I ini-
tially reported to (Provost and Dean of
the College Ron Cole, ’87), so my po-
sition was in a different space, if you
will, but it still had the institution-wide
focus,” Dukes said. “Under (Link), the
position was elevated to reporting di-
rectly to the president and took on a
more expanded focus, with some ex-
plicit pieces focusing on diversity, eq-
uity, inclusion, (and) professional de-
velopment opportunities for all of our
employees. Anything that has to do
with assessing campus climate and cul-
ture around diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion comes through my office”

The ODEI portfolio is broad”in
scope. As Dean for Institutional Diver-
sity, Dukes co-chairs the Council on Di-
versity and Equity, which looks at data
from Human Resources, Public Safety,
Student Life, Enrollment, Admissions
and other college units to make policy
recommendations to governing bodies
like the Board of Trustees.

Dukes also oversees the administra-
tion of the Diversity and Equity Cam-
pus Climate Survey, a tool developed
by the Higher Education Data Sharing
Consortium. HEDS describes the sur-
vey a way for institutions to “develop
a better understanding of the extent to
which their campus climate supports
diversity and equity, and to inform and
improve support, policies, and practic-
es at their institution related to diver-
sity and equity, including those to pre-
vent or respond to discrimination and
harassment.”

The data from the survey helps in-
form ODEI’s work, which is realized
in student-oriented projects like the
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Awareness
and Social Justice Center and college
hiring policies like the Faculty Cohort
program, which is designed to diversify
faculty recruitment through a “wrap-
around mentorship program.”

See DUKES | page 3

ASG winds
down club
voting

By SOFIA HASSAN
News Editor
hassan01 @allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Government began
this week’s general assembly at 7:31
p.m. in room 301/302 of the Henderson
Campus Center.

Director of Communications and
Press Ryder Sullivan, ’23, announced
that she would be making posts that
week for upcoming budget hearings.

Director of Sustainability and Envi-
ronment Andi Reiser, *23, thanked ev-
eryone who helped with tabling in the
campus center lobby for the menstrual
cup giveaway.

As Director of Community Rela-
tions Kyrié Doniz, 23, stated, the busi-
ness of the week was French Creek Cof-
fee and Tea Co., located at 285 Chestnut
Street. Those who mention they are a
student at Allegheny will receive a 20%
discount.

Director of Organizational Develop-
ment Crystal Hernandez, 23, reminded
everyone to sign up for the ASG formal,
to take place in two weeks. She would
be sending out an email regarding be-
havior expectations.

The window for voting on clubs is
coming to a close, as Attorney General
Jack Parker, 22, and the rest of this ac-
ademic year’s cabinet will soon be mak-
ing way for the next academic year’s
cabinet.

“We don't want to have things that
are crossing over, as far as votes go,

See ASG | page 3

In this week’s Campus...

GatorCon invites students,

stalf to stage

First-year class puts together public-speaking convention on campus

By SOFIA HASSAN
News Editor
hassan0OI @allegheny.edu

Public speaking on a college campus is
primarily limited to classrooms and ac-
ademic subjects, but it does not have to
be.

A lineup of nine individuals in the
Allegheny College community, from stu-
dents to faculty to President Hilary Link,
presented on a topic of their choosing on
Thursday, April 14, in Shafer Auditorium
during a public speaking event known as
GatorCon. Talks ranged from examples
of human rights violations across the
globe to lessons taught by heavy metal.

“I just think it’s a really fun event for
students to just talk about things that
you wouldn't get a chance to talk about,”
said President of the Class of 2025 Abi-
gail Estrada-Hernandez.

GatorCon was the result of months
of planning and preparation on the part
of the class of 2025. During one of the
class’s weekly meetings earlier last se-
mester, Vice President of the Class of
2025 Ray Colabawalla originally pro-
posed a TEDx at Allegheny, as he had
had a similar public speaking opportuni-
ty in high school.

“I thought that would be a great thing
to bring the community together and
make it a yearly event where it can start
to be a tradition at Allegheny;” Cola-
bawalla said.

But, as Colabawalla went on to say,
TED licensing prevented the convention
from being branded as a TEDx event.
One of the requirements was for some-
one to have attended a TED convention
before, which none of the senators had.
First-Year Class Dean Niki Fjeldal then

suggested that the class of 2025 call its
event GatorCon.

The senators discovered that Ga-
torCon had been organized previously
at the college in 2019. This first iteration,
though, was exclusively for students be-
longing to specific honor societies on
campus. The first-year class wanted to
give everyone a chance to be on stage.

“With this GatorCon, we're invit-
ing all students from all types of back-
grounds or interests, majors, minors, as
well as faculty just to talk about their
interests, talk about their stories, basi-
cally anything that they’re interested in
or passionate about,” Estrada-Hernandez
said.

Assistant Director of Marketing and
Communications Jason Andracki de-
livered the aforementioned talk about
heavy metal, titled “All T Really Needed
to Learn I Learned from Heavy Metal”
He signed up partially because he wanted
an opportunity to speak on a topic close
to his heart, and partially because given
the fact that he works in admissions, he
is familiar with the difficulties that can
sometimes arise in organizing events.

“It’s hard to get (events) up and off the
ground, so I wanted to see if I could be of
assistance in any way possible,” Andracki
said.

To prepare for his talk, he explained,
he put together an outline of ideas. He
also would send text messages to himself
while driving. Meeting with the first-year
senators, he found out that he could use
slides and audio clips, which he incorpo-
rated into his presentation. Once he had
a structured outline, he would practice
giving his talk, timing himself to ensure
he hit the 15-minute mark.

See GATORCON | page 3
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TOP: Rudra Schultz-Ray, "23, speaks about his childhood experience in

his talk, “Growing up white.”

BOTTOM: Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications Jason
Andracki talks about lessons learned from heavy metal. “It’s hard to get
(events) up and off the ground, so I wanted to see if I could be of assistance in any

way possible,” Andracki said.

“THE CRUELEST MONTH”?

Opinion Editor Kaleigh White, "22,
divulges her vehement dislike for

SUSTAINABILITY IN SPRING

Allegheny’s Sustainable Design Team
is planting a food forest outside the

GOING FOR GOLD

The African Student Association
hosted The Gator Cup, an intramural

the month of April. Carrden, featuring a plethora of plants. | soccer tournament, which kicked off
“ASA Week”
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Two students battle each other in a lip-sync contest during the bonus round of the “Think
Fast!” gameshow on Tuesday, April 19.

From left: Anthony Jackson-Duckett, 24, Dawit Kahesay, ‘24, and Nahayan Minhas. ‘24,
examine clues in the CSI-themed escape room. Escape rooms of different themes were avail-
able on the second floor of the Henderson Campus Center on Monday, April 18.

Students attend a formal organized by the Allegheny College International Club in the Thion Lee, ‘24, (left) and Katie Perez, ‘24, (right) go head-to-head in a challenge of bun-

Schulz Banquet Hall on Sunday, April 17. The formal served as an afterparty to the club’s gee run. Inflatable activities and a rock climbing wall were set up in the Gator Quad on
International Bazaar event. Wednesday, April 20.
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Avantae Gonzalez, ‘23, hosts the Drag Bingo Night event on the third floor of the Hen- Syd Hammerman, ‘25, (right) undertakes a tarot card reading on the third floor of the Hen-
derson Campus Center on Wednesday, April 20. Participants had the chance to win many derson Campus Center on Wednesday, April 20. Students were also offered the chance to
prizes, including a 40 inch television. partake in a Reiki healing by professional David Peters of Indigo Boutique and Botanica.

Wildn” (ut

ASA fills CC lobby with improv battle

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS

TOP: Students watch ASA’s “Wildn” Out” from the lobby and the second floor of the
Henderson Campus Center. The event, which featured a series of games between the “New
School” and “Old School” teams, was the second event in the African Students Association’s
“ASA Week,” after the Gator Cup on Monday, April 18.

RIGHT: Students do the “stanky leg” during the first game of the event.

RIGHT INSET: Anthony Baldeosingh, 22, who DJs under the stage name “Bkchapo,” runs
music as ASA President Ebrima Darboe, '23, helps direct the event on the stage.
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“They have peer mentors, they
have disciplinary mentors that
focus on their teaching and their
scholarship, (and) they have an
institutional mentor who helps
them understand the landscape
of higher education for people
with marginalized and minori-
tized Dukes said.
“There is also a membership to
an external resource called the
National Center for Faculty De-
velopment and Diversity that
any faculty member within the
cohort program also gets an an-
nual membership to, which is an
additional resource for them as
both recruitment and retention
strategy for (Black, Indiginous
and people of color) faculty”

Both the Faculty Cohort pro-
gram and the Diversity Teaching
Fellowship — a two-year post-
doctoral position designed to
support the careers of BIPOC
professors across higher edu-
cation — are now managed by
Assistant Professor of Commu-
nity and Justice Studies Heather
Moore Roberson, who serves as
the point person for ODETI’s fac-
ulty work in addition to teaching
classes. In October of last year,
the ODEI team also expanded
with the hiring of Tevis Bryant
as assistant dean for institutional

identities,”

diversity.

“That particular position ...
was created specifically to look
at employee diversity, equity and
inclusion opportunities,” Dukes
said. “We did not have anyone
or any position devoted to do-
ing that type of work until last
October when (Bryant) came on
board. That position also serves
as a community liaison, working
with the local Meadville com-
munity on issues of diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion.”
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However, that position is
now vacant; Bryant stepped
into the role of Vice President
and Dean of Students following
April Thompson’s resignation
from the post in late February.
This shift — and the vacancy
it created in ODEI — stands
among others in college policy
that reflect a changing institu-
tion. Since Dukes joined Allegh-
eny, the college has hired a new
president, developed an Office
of Class Deans, reworked the
Learning Commons into the
Maytum Center for Student Suc-
cess, and reconfigured the col-
lege’s academic offerings.

“Over the past four years, the
last two in particular, Alleghe-
ny has experienced a number
of what I call, ‘growing pains,”
Dukes said. “But there is light at
the end of the tunnel. I've worked
with people here — students,
faculty, staff, senior administra-
tors — that are deeply devoted
to diversity, equity and inclusion
and want to keep the momen-
tum going ... I think with Pres-
ident LinKk’s strategic priority of
inclusive excellence and holistic
student success — having those
priorities very clear, folks will be
able to fall in line behind (those
priorities) and get some good
work going”

Chatham University is a
school of around 2,200 students
in Pittsburgh, and while it has a
diversity council and a diversity,
equity and inclusion plan, Dukes
has been hired to help to imple-
ment that plan.

“Chatham is in a similar po-
sition to what Allegheny was in
when I first moved in, in that
there was kind of an office (of di-
versity, equity and inclusion) but
not necessarily the infrastruc-

ture built out,” Dukes said. “I
think that what Chatham found
attractive about me is the ability
to look at an institution, figure
out where its weaknesses and
areas of opportunity are, and try
to build out the infrastructure to
make that happen”

Before coming to Alleghe-
ny, Dukes taught psychology at
Simmons University in Boston,
and by 2017 had been granted
tenure. However, a variety of
personal and private matters led
Dukes to look back to the job
market.

“The extra push came from
one of my mentors, who had
said to me, ‘you try to find what
you can to develop professional-
ly where you are, and if you can’t
find those resources, then it’s
time to move on,” Dukes said.
“So I spent some time trying to
find the resources to get more
training and more development
in the DEI space, and at (Sim-
mons) there was just no more
room for that type of advance-
ment.”

Five years later, Dukes said
that changes in her personal life
— though this time not her pro-
fessional considerations — had
again caused her to pause and
reflect on where she’s going in
life.

“I recently had a baby; my
daughter is now five and a half
months old,” Dukes said. “It was
one of those moments in life
where I paused and said, ‘okay,
am I doing everything that I
want to do professionally? Are
there ways in which I could
stretch and challenge myself
more? What does that mean for
my family? What does that mean
for my child?’ That is when I
started to see opportunities for

DUKES

senior diversity officer positions

or chief diversity officer posi-
tions at other institutions. Many
of them were vice president po-
sitions, so I threw my hat into
the ring ... Chatham was one
of those institutions that offered
me a position and I accepted”

As Dukes departs, she sees
Allegheny as heading in the
right direction. She said she was
excited about the work of IDEAS
Center, saying that Director
Darnell Tucker and Program
Manager Mikka Hunt have “an
amazing vibe.”

“I know that change never
happens as fast as people would
want, but were getting there,
Dukes said. “When I got here,
(ODEI) was a single office of one
individual reporting to the pro-
vost. And what we have now is
elevated to the president’s cab-
inet in an explicit way. There is
now a diversity, equity and in-
clusion committee of the Board
(of Trustees) that did not exist
when I got here. There is the
opportunity for so much good

work going forward”

GATORCON oo

Andracki has delivered nu-
merous admissions presenta-
tions over the years, hitting on
the same key points that his co-
workers would. This particular
presentation stands out in that
the choice of topic is entirely
his.

“Often, I'm doing a presen-
tation about Allegheny, and
we have a set of slides that
we've revised and refined over
the years,” Andracki said. “It’s
probably since my college days
where I've had public speaking
where it’s just, ‘Oh, propose a
topic that’s your own creation.”

According to Estrada-Her-
nandez, obstacles in the prepa-
ration process included getting
enough speakers to sign up and
encouraging students to get out
of their comfort zone. While
some people may have an idea,
they may not want to talk about
it in front of a crowd.

But she added that the time
that went into the planning
process made addressing these
issues easier.

“The class senators that I'm
working with in terms of orga-
nizing, I think we all do a really
good job of getting tasks done
and delegating tasks so we're
not all too stressed out,” Estra-
da-Hernandez said.

Another step in getting
ready for the event was reach-
ing out to Link. Colabawalla,
who suggested this addition
to the lineup of speakers, ex-
plained that he wanted to give
her a chance to present as
scholar of Italian literature and
art Hilary Link, unaffiliated
with her job as president of the
college.

“Every time she’s been on
to speak in anything ... there’s
always a lot of students,” Co-
labawalla added. “We thought
that a good way to get people

to come attend the event was
have a really, really high-profile
speaker”

In her talk, Link outlined
the beauty of Rome, Italy,
where she had worked and
lived for six years as dean of
Temple University Rome prior
to coming to Allegheny.

Estrada-Hernandez pointed
out that her role and the roles
of her fellow senators in ASG
may look different next se-
mester. But the message of the
original GatorCon, to connect
departments as well as student
ideas, is something that she
would like to see carry into the
future.

If GatorCon is slated to be-
come an annual event, mem-
bers of the Allegheny commu-
nity can begin preparing for
the 2023 revival as soon as now.
But public speaking is not ev-
eryone’s forté, even if they care
about a topic enough to spend
time talking about it. For those
who are nervous about being
in front of a group of people,
Andracki suggests repetition,
in particular with topics that
are a bit impersonal.

“I think there’s sometimes
more pressure when it is some-
thing that you really identify
with,” Andracki said. “(Prac-
tice) with something that is just
purely the facts”

For now, Colabawalla sim-
ply wants GatorCon 2022 to
be memorable. When he first
arrived on campus, he noted
a lack of school spirit, and he
hopes an event like this will
rectify that and make students
proud.

“A success would be if peo-
ple show up, remember it, and
be like, “We should have this
every year,” Colabawalla said.
“That’s what were all aiming
for”

AS G from page 1

Parker said.

With that addressed, Parker
re-introduced Ashlynn Peachey,
’23, leader of the Sustainable De-
sign Team, to talk about her or-
ganization again for the second
round of voting.

After Peachey outlined SDT’s
initiatives, adding that members
had planted 35 trees and shrubs
in the food forest outside the
Carrden since last GA, a motion
to approve the club for the sec-
ond round of voting was passed.

Parker also introduced Logan
Koontz, ’23, a representative of
the Consulting Club, to discuss
his organization. The goal of the
organization is to reach out to
Meadpville businesses and make
discounts like those offered at
French Creek more common.
Not only would students be able
to enjoy paying a lower price
on account of being students,
he explained, but this increased
patronage would bring in more
revenue for these businesses.

“I want to strengthen the ties
bridging the community and the
students,” Koontz said. “I think
there’s a big gap between restau-
rants and businesses here”

A motion to approve Con-
sulting Club for the first round
of voting was passed. The orga-
nization will need to seek ap-
proval for the second round of
voting the following week.

Parker mentioned that as
president-elect Veronica Green,
’23, has collected all her cabinet
applications, he and Parliamen-
tarian Rachael Harris, ’23, will
soon begin setting up senate
elections for the next academic

year.

The volunteer sheet for the
Major Event Concert had been
sent out, as Chief of Staff Genesis
Pena, ’22, reported. Volunteers
will get their ticket reimbursed,
as well as receive a free t-shirt,
but hours spent volunteering
for the concert will not count
towards volunteer hours. Those
still in need of volunteer hours
could sign up for other Spring-
fest events.

Director of Finance Oliv-
ia Brophy, '23, mentioned that
Tuesday, May 3, would be the
last day for finance requests,
and Tuesday, April 26, would
be the last day for clubs to order
stoles and shirts. Budget hear-
ings would take place in the up-
coming weeks. In order to have
a budget next semester, clubs
must submit the budget request
form as well as attend the bud-
get hearings. Clubs must also
attend finance hearings for their
finance requests to be heard.

This week’s finance requests
consisted of $4,807.50 from the
general fund and $1,660 from
the Culture, Inclusion & Leader-
ship Coalition fund. A motion to
approve these finance requests
was passed.

Vice President of the Class of
2022 Skyler Roemele announced
that further plans to organize the
upcoming senior social were un-
derway.

President of the Class of 2023
Bridgit Hayes said that her class
is still planning on hosting a din-
ner with the Islamic Cultural As-
sociation and a movie night on
the Gator Quad. The class is also

looking for another senator.

President of the Class of 2025
Abigail Estrada-Hernandez con-
veyed her pleasure at the turn-
out for GatorCon and said that
her class hoped it would become
an annual event. In addition,
the first-year formal committee
would be meeting Friday, April
22 with First-Year Dean Niki
Fjeldal to finalize preparations
for the formal.

Vice President Elect Rudra
Schultz-Ray, 23, reported that
he and Green were in the midst
of the interview process for their
cabinet members, as well as hav-
ing conversations with ASG Fac-
ulty Advisor Jennifer Foxman,
’89, and Dean of Students Tevis
Bryant about goals for the sum-
mer.

Green said that she and
Schultz-Ray had also met with
IDEAS Center Director Darnell
Tucker regarding their CILC
policy to see what the IDEAS
Center thinks about it.

Vice President Sophie Ad-
ams, 22, announced that Senior
Week would take place the week
before finals, from May 9-14.

Adams went on to say that
Allegheny had recently received
a grant to research the college’s
affiliation with the Methodist
Church and the issues with that
relationship. Students, faculty,
and staft are welcome to submit
research proposals. The Rever-
end Jane Ellen Nickell reached
out to Adams about possibly
coming to a GA to answer ques-
tions.

A three-minute discussion
ensued regarding interest in Nic-

kell's coming, with the majori-
ty — including President Noah
Tart, 22 — disagreeing with the
idea.

“‘I'm all for the separation
of church and state, because
there’s a lot more than just our
relationship with the Method-
ist Church that ASG does,” Tart
said. “There’s a lot of religions ...
that are on this campus. I don't
think we should subject them
to considering or spending time
considering our relationship
with the church they don’t even
affiliate with”

Wristbands for the first 350
students to purchase concert
tickets would be handed out in
the ASG office Thursday, April
21, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

As Foxman said, free burg-
er-and-milkshake meals would
be given out on Friday for
Springfest. A Kona Ice food
truck would be on campus Sau-
tday.

The assembly adjourned at
7:56 p.m.

I'm all for the separation
of church and state,
because there’s a lot
more than just our
relationship with the
Methodist Church that
ASG does.

—NOAH TART
Class of 2022

CRIME BLOTTER

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the Of-
fice of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation.
Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

April 18, 2022
Fondling
Prospect Street
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By KALEIGH WHITE
Opinion Editor
whitek2(@allegheny.edu

In the opening line of T.S. Eliot’s most
famous poem “The Waste Land,” he
states that “April is the cruelest month?”
While this is often taken out of context
(as I am doing so here), I believe it
stands true in the college experience

as a whole, especially in the time of an
ongoing global pandemic.

“The Waste Land” is, essentially,
about the Spanish flu epidemic of the
early 1920s. Written in 1922, Eliot ex-
presses the frustration that April brings,
with its promises of joy and new life as
people continue to suffer and die around
him. As campus COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to rise, no mask mandates are put
in place, and Springfest continues as is,
I cannot help but relate to Eliot’s situa-
tion. While we have much better medi-
cal technology today than he could have
ever hoped for, I relate to the idea of
feeling listless as things crumble around
me while the earth dares to move on.

I am currently recovering from the
usual April burnout. For outsiders
who are unaware of this phenomenon,
a shockingly large portion of Allegh-
eny students tend to burn out around
the end of March and the beginning of
April. This is largely due to the weight of
midterms and impending final exams,
but this semester is also due to the struc-
ture of the academic calendar.

Many students have lamented the
implementation of two separate mod-
ules for the spring 2022 semester, most
due to the fact that they simply thought
it was inefficient. Similarly, I think the
modules were a bad idea due to both
the resistance to pivot to online learning
as well as the inevitable campus-wide
burnout it creates.

From my understanding, the ini-
tial purpose of the module system was
to keep students off campus during flu
season. This made sense in the spring
of 2021. From what I understood, the
module system was implemented in
the spring 2022 semester to enable us
to pivot to online learning if classroom
learning became difficult due to campus
illness. However, instead of switching to
online learning as initially intended, the
school decided to have us simply mask
in classrooms. I suppose this might

make sense, given that we all know

Opinion editor laments the
chilling spring and student burnout

COVID can only spread in classroom
settings and it is not possible to contract
COVID in other public settings, but I
digress.

The module system pushed back the
usual burnout period for students. In a
normal semester, we tend to see burnout
happening in late March, usually wrap-
ping up for the majority of students in
early to mid-April. Since we had a week-
long module break in addition to an en-
tire week of spring break, the burnout
schedule has been pushed back; from
what I have seen, and from what my
professors have admitted to seeing, stu-
dents are still currently struggling to get
out of spring burnout. This is affecting
not only classroom attendance and per-
formance, but also students’ extracurric-
ular activities. We are tired. We are tired
of being tired. We do not know how to
stop feeling this way, but we know that
we need to in order to get things done.

And this brings me to my next point:
the world has the audacity to keep
turning. The sun still dares to rise, the
flowers think they’re clever when they
bloom, and it all feels like an effort to
mock our internal and external strug-
gles. When we are young, there are a
few different things we are taught about
April. The most general one is that April
means it is springtime. Thanks to a cer-
tain groundhog, we are experiencing an
extra six weeks of winter. While I cannot
entirely blame Phillip, as scientifically
there will always be six more weeks of
winter after February 2, it is nice to have
a sort of scapegoat.

I have lived in Crawford County my
entire life, and as I expressed earlier
this semester, I hate winter with every
fiber of my being. I hate being cold, I
hate dealing with snow and I hate fall-
ing on my butt when the sidewalks do
not get salted. I have never experienced
an April that did not contain several
false summers and even more “second
winters” As of writing this, it feels like
we are on our fourth winter. Last week
I wore a cute skirt, and this week I am
bundled up in a hoodie and sweatpants.
While we are led to believe early on that
April means springtime, I for one have
never experienced this being even re-
motely true as I look out the window
and witness even more snowfall.

To make matters worse, Springfest is
currently underway at Allegheny. While

I understand that this is a fun tradition

| hate winter with every fiber of my being. | hate being cold,
| hate dealing with snow and | hate falling on my butt when
the sidewalks do not get salted.”

—KALEIGH WHITE
Class of 2022
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| had thought we were all
“Gator Safe, Gator Strong,”
but with the continuation
of Springfest, it has become
clear to me that only able-
bodied people are included
in this sentiment."

—KALEIGH WHITE
Class of 2022

at Allegheny, and that only my class
was able to experience Springfest in a
pre-pandemic world, I think it is unfor-
tunately all too soon to continue with
this event. Many advertisements for
Springfest claimed it is “back and bet-
ter than ever;” and that is the problem:
we are still living in a global pandemic.
While I would normally just say that
Springfest parties are annoying, it pains
me to say that they are also just entirely
unsafe. COVID is rapidly spreading on
our campus, and it feels like no one is
noticing or caring. As someone who is
immunocompromised, and whose clos-
est friends are also immunocompro-
mised, it feels like no one cares about us
or our safety. Yes, we can simply avoid
parties. I am fine with that, as I am not
a party person anyway. But we still have
to attend classes with people who go to
parties. We still have to sit next to them,
as they are unmasked and within my
personal bubble. Wearing a mask myself
only does so much; it constantly feels
like there are no efforts being made to
take care of folks with disabilities and
compromised immune systems. I had
thought we were all “Gator Safe, Gator
Strong,” but with the continuation of
Springfest, it has become clear to me
that only able-bodied people are includ-
ed in this sentiment.

For these reasons, April is altogether
a very cruel time. It falls under a peri-
od where we are already exhausted, it
gives us false hope of warmer weather
and ultimately feels like a never-ending
uphill battle, and a wintry one at that.
As I struggle to finish writing my comp,
I see those closest to me struggling in
their schoolwork, and I see others strug-
gling to maintain a social life as we all
suffer under the crushing weight of this
semester. In spite of it all, I am trying
my best to remember the other thing
we were taught about this month: “April
showers bring May flowers” The idea
behind this is that it rains a lot in April,
but it helps the flowers to bloom better
and brighter in May. With everything
that my friends are going through, and
that I am going through myself, all I can
say is: those better be some damn good

flowers.

Subject to suffering with sudoku
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Stretch your mind in a wicked
game of Sudoku! Solution posted on
www.alleghenycampus.com.
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mediocre

masterpieces

The importance of subpar movies
and their impact on our Society

By SYDNEY EMERSON
Features Editor

emersons@aﬂegheny,edu

“National Treasure” is a masterpiece.
“Clue” is, too. I love “Night at the
Museum” and “The Proposal” just as
much as I love “Citizen Kane,” “Good-
fellas” and “Dr. Strangelove.”

Movies like these are considered
subpar and cheesy, meant for a cer-
tain lowbrow general audience and not
worthy of praise, awards or recogni-
tion. They are guilty pleasures, the pop
culture equivalent of junk food, only
just above “The Bachelor” in terms of
intellectual value. To an extent, this is
all true. There is a certain finesse in
Robert Towne’s script for “Chinatown”
that Scott Rosenberg’s “Con Air” lacks,
a particular auteur’s lens in “Cabaret”
that “Grease” cannot quite match. But
does this mean that the latter films are
not worth watching? The answer is ab-
solutely, unequivocally no.

In late 2019, which now seems like
several decades ago, director Martin
Scorsese got in some hot water online
about comments he made about Marvel
movies in an interview with IndieWire.

“Honestly, the closest I can think [of
Marvel movies], as well made as they
are...is theme parks,” Scorsese said. “It
isn’t the cinema of human beings trying
to convey emotional, psychological ex-
periences to another human being”

Scorsese’s comments reflect a rising
sentiment in the world of American
pop culture, a slightly-snobbish aver-
sion to big, pre-packaged blockbuster
movies. Some of the complaints asso-
ciated with this belief are valid: fran-
chises such as the Marvel Cinematic
Universe do take up valuable screening
space in theaters, sacrificing screenings
of culturally or artistically important
films that often draw in smaller audi-
ences. They also all tend to follow the
same story structure, generating a feel-
ing of stagnant mediocrity rather than
innovation in the world of film.

Perhaps most importantly, a mas-
sive franchise will eventually have its
tentacles in everything. You will be
hard-pressed to find a successful per-
son in Hollywood who is not eventually
snatched up by a superhero movie.

Regardless, these films make people
(especially our opinion editor) happy.
They are a comfort — and that alone
makes them valuable.

My favorite movie is Rian Johnson’s
“Knives Out” A few years ago, I would
never have admitted to a blockbuster
being my all-time favorite film. I prob-
ably would have said something edgy
like “American Psycho,” or something
artistic and gritty like “Nightcrawler”
While it is true that these are fantastic
films, we need to be honest with our-
selves — laying claim to a particular
film functions as a signal to others. You
pick something difficult and artistic

if you want to demonstrate that you,

yourself, are difficult and artistic.

I am through with that life. I like
“Knives Out” because it is funny. I like
it because it is a well-made, compelling
mystery with a great set, amazing cast
and excellent knitwear. I like it because
it makes me happy. Most importantly,
it is a film born out of joy. Rian John-
son’s only aim in writing and producing
the film was to entertain himself. After
the turmoil of Star Wars Episode VIII,
which he helmed, he needed to let loose
and create something to soothe his
soul. “Knives Out” was the result.

When I first saw it in theaters, I was
gearing up for my first finals week. I
was stressed out of my mind. After two
hours with “Knives Out,” I was demon-
strably less grouchy and — dare I say
— a bit inspired.

There is a Japanese term for a type
of media similar to this. It is “iyashikei,’
which roughly means “healing” and
refers to certain films and television
shows — usually animated — which
are purposefully peaceful and calming.

I believe that, in America, we need
to make room in our culture for a sim-
ilar vein. Our version of “iyashikei,” of
course, is more of the melodramatic,
starring-Nicholas-Cage ~variety. We
prefer rip-roaring action, slapstick
comedy and musical numbers over
peace and calm.

It is undoubtedly true that our cul-
ture has a very specific purpose for this
type of media. It is a simple fact of life:
when I am sad, I will reach for “Mamma
Mia” before I reach for “Network” In a
time of distress, Colin Firth and Pierce
Brosnan attempting to sing ABBA on
a beautiful Greek island will always be
more helpful than Peter Finch and Faye
Dunaway masterfully earning Acade-
my Awards.

Franz Kafka once wrote, “we ought
to read only the kind of books that
wound and stab us. If the book we're
reading doesn’t wake us up with a blow
on the head, what are we reading it
for?”

There has never been a quote that
I have fundamentally agreed and dis-
agreed with more. He is right: we
should engage with media that tears
out our still-beating hearts and leaves
us floored. It is that feeling you get
when you finish reading “The Book
Thiet” or “The Bluest Eye,” that cloudy
emotion that fills your brain when you
leave the theater after seeing “Get Out”
or “Once”

But sometimes, for the sake of our
sanity, we need to stop getting hit on
the head and instead be overwhelmed
with the sheer joy of humans making
things for the sake of making things.
Sometimes we need to watch cheesy
outer-space violence for two hours —
I'm looking at you, “Star Wars” — and
allow our minds to sink into a warm
bath rather than a tub of nails. There is,

and should always be, room for both.



AlleghenyCampus.com

'SCIENCE]

The Campus || April 22, 2022 §

Carr garden work to create a food forest begins

By GABRIELLA BRADY
Science/International Writer

bradyg@allegheny.edu

One of the many sustainability
efforts at Allegheny College is
the Carr Hall Garden, a garden
full of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles that are supplied to the two
dining halls on campus, Brooks
Dining Hall and McKinley’s
Food Court.

The Sustainable Design Team
is a small group of students
from Students for Environmen-
tal Action, led by President Se-
bastian McRae, 22, and future
President ~ Ashlynn Peachey,
’23. SDT has worked together
with professors in the environ-
mental science and sustainabil-
ity department to create a “food

forest,” which is expected to be

an extension of the Carrden.

Originally established by
McRae during his first year, this
project was meant to take ad-
vantage of the land on campus.

“The reason I started this
project is because I saw the op-
portunity to make better use
of the space that we have on
campus, the lawn space, which
I saw as underutilized when
I first got here as a freshman,”
McRae said.

The food forest is expected to
be an extension of the Carrden
and will include fruit trees, ber-
ry bushes and edible herbs.

Assistant Professor of En-
vironmental Science and Sus-
tainability Jesse Swann-Quinn
described the different plants
that are expected to fill the food
forest.

“The food forest (will move

the Carrden) beyond just do-

SYDNEY EMERSON/THE CAMPUS

The food forest is in progress in front of the Carr Hall

Garden.

mesticated plants and vege-
tables (to) thinking about the
other kinds of productive spe-
cies that are native to the area
that we could plant and use to
create a semi self-sustaining,
more ecological environment,”
Swann-Quinn said.

Peachey indicated that peach
trees, plum trees, apple trees,
cherries and pawpaws will be
added to the food forest. She
also mentioned that there are
some fruits and vegetables be-
ing grown in the garden that
students might not have known
were edible, including the au-
tumn olive, goji berries and
gooseberries.

Peachey spoke about per-
maculture and how the garden
implemented this form of agri-
culture.

“Permaculture is a method
of placing things together so
that they work well and they
build off each other and they
can benefit from one another,”
Peachey said. “In the food for-
est, there’s a bunch of guilds,
each surrounding a tree. And
so these guilds have plants that
will work together and benefit
each other. So one plant is a
nitrogen fixate. One is going to
attract pollinators and benefi-
cial bugs”

Permaculture is also meant to
take advantage of all the space
that could be used for plants,
by adding a bunch of different
plants to different layers of the
forest.

McRae added that a vari-
ety of ways which the campus

landscape could be reshaped to

- LAL
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Ashlynn Peachey, 23, tends to one of the trees that will serve as part of the food forest.
Planning for the food forest began in the 2018-19 academic year.

be more ecologically friendly
and sustainable have already
been discussed.

Over the course of the past
few weeks, students have start-
ed to work on the food forest.
The recent fluctuations in the
weather have called for addi-
tional supplemental precau-
tions to ensure that the plants
would be able to grow. Peachey
explained the extra precautions
that have been taken to avoid
harm to the plants.

“All the plants were chosen

so that they would be able to

| saw the opportunity
to make better use of
the space that we have
on campus.”

—SEBASTIAN MCRAE, '22,
Founder,
Sustainable Design Team

survive,” Peachey said. “There
are different climates in the
United States, so all of them
are survivable in this climate.
But of course the young trees
are so new that we want to pro-
tect them as much as possible.
Whenever we plant something,
we try to put a really nice layer
of compost and mulch over it to
try to keep the roots warm and
keep those from freezing”

In addition to fluctuations in
the weather, the food forest is
being structured in a way that
prevents wildlife from consum-
ing the fruits and vegetables be-
ing grown.

Despite these conditions, the
SDT is hosting weekly work
parties, where students can vol-
unteer to help mark off regions
where plants can be grown, dig
the holes for the plants, and
plant them. Last week alone, 28

trees and shrubs were planted,

according to McRae.

While this project is the first
of its kind and is meant to be a
trial to see if the benefits from
this project will be seen outside
of Carr, McRae expects that if
this food forest grows well and
the benefits are seen, there are
other places on campus where
other environmentally sustain-
able projects can take place.

“The
Murray Hall has always been

lawn area around
somewhere that interested us
because it’s always so muddy
there that no one really likes to
use it for events, unless it’s su-
per dry, like in August or some-
thing,” McRae said.

McRae also cited other re-
gions on campus, such as the
slope outside of Steffee Hall
and in the lawn area near Odd-
fellows, both of which could be
used for future sustainability

projects.

eseeee Microplastics identified in human blood eeeeee

By JUNE GROMIS
Science/International Writer

gromisOI @allegheny.edu

According to a new article and
study published in the open
access journal Environment
International, microplastics
have been discovered in human
blood for the first time.

This article drew quite a lot
of attention on social media,
diluting and confusing the ac-
tual implications of this discov-
ery, as well as other aspects of
the research conducted in the
article.

“Discovery and quantifi-
cation of plastic particle pol-
lution in human blood,” was
a collaboration between sci-
entists at the department of
environment and health at the
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
and the Amsterdam University
Medical Center. As its abstract
describes, the goal of the study
was to develop a clear way of
identifying and quantifying
microplastics in human blood,
and then to apply that analysis
to a sample group of 22 healthy
volunteers from the general
public.

In the process, not only were
the scientists able to identi-
fy microplastics in the blood
of 17 of the 22 volunteers, but
they were also able to identi-
ty and quantify four distinct
polymers used in the plastic:

“Polyethylene  terephthalate,

polyethylene and polymers of
styrene (a sum parameter of
polystyrene, expanded poly-
styrene, acetonitrile butadiene
styrene etc.) were the most
widely encountered, followed
by poly(methyl methacrylate)”

In an article published in the
Guardian, Professor of Ecotox-
icology at VU Amsterdam Dick
Vethaak, one of the article’s
contributors discussed its wid-
er implications.

“The big question is, what
is happening in our body?”
Vethaak said to the Guardian.
“Are the particles retained in
the body? Are they transport-
ed to certain organs, such as
getting past the blood-brain
barrier? And are these levels
sufficiently high to trigger dis-
ease? We urgently need to fund
further research so we can find
out”

A review paper discuss-
ing the cancer risks of micro-
plastics in human blood that
Vethaak contributed to, quoted
in the same article, expands on
this idea.

“More detailed research on
how micro- and nano-plas-
tics affect the structures and
processes of the human body,
and whether and how they can
transform cells and induce car-
cinogenesis, is urgently need-
ed, particularly in light of the
exponential increase in plastic

production,” Vethaak said to

the Guardian. “The problem
is becoming more urgent with
each day”

The UK-based non-govern-
mental organization Common
Seas, a non-profit that seeks to
combat plastic pollution in riv-
ers and oceans, helped fund the
original research into micro-
plastics in the human blood-
stream and is now advocating
for sweeping new government
investment into this research.

According to a Change.org
petition started by the organi-
zation’s founder Jo Royle on its
behalf, Common Seas is advo-
cating that the UK government
allocate 15 million pounds
from existing government re-
search funds into research re-
garding the impacts of plastic
on human health.

As a result of this forthcom-
ing research, activists are at-
tempting to expand the general
public’s knowledge of the more
immediate negative effects on
humans that climate pollution
has brought about.

“What’s even more alarming
is that plastic producers want to
invest £2.3 trillion into making
more plastic,” Royle states in
the petition. “I think it's mor-
ally wrong to invest £2.3 tril-
lion in something that isn’t just
killing millions of animals and
destroying habitats around the
world, but could be the root of

so much human suffering too”

Vethaak also spoke on the
current state of knowledge re-
garding the proliferation of mi-
croplastics around humans.

“It is certainly reasonable
to be concerned,” Vethaak told
the Guardian. “The particles
are there and are transported
throughout the body”

He said previous work had
shown that microplastics were
ten times higher in the feces of
babies compared with adults
and that babies fed with plastic
bottles are swallowing millions
of microplastic particles a day.

“We also know in general
that babies and young children
are more vulnerable to chem-
ical and particle exposure,
Vethaak told the Guardian.

“That worries me a lot”

Common Sea is one of
many NGOs in the environ-
mental justice space who are
searching for political and so-
cial solutions to the continued
plastic pollution crisis. Along
with financing further research
into the effects of plastic on
humans, Common Sea also
cites the importance of push-
ing government policy: setting
thresholds, processing require-
ments and plastic waste dispos-
al regulations are institutional
methods that, when enforced
properly, can significantly re-
duce the negative impact of the
plastic industry, according to
Common Sea.

As scientists and environ-

mentalists continue to discuss

and further research the im-

plications of this discovery, the
only consensus seems to be that
the full scope of microplastics
and their effect on humans is
yet to be realized, something
that may or may not affect a
whole scope of biological func-
tions and one’s likelihood of
disease.

As the abstract of the orig-
inal paper states: “This pio-
neering human biomonitoring
study demonstrated that plastic
particles are bioavailable for
uptake into the human blood-
stream. An understanding of
the exposure of these substanc-
es in humans and the associat-
ed hazard of such exposure is
needed to determine whether
or not plastic particle exposure

is a public health risk”

Photo source: Creative Commons

Microplastics are small plastic particles which are a consequence of pollution, according
to Britannica. The full scope of microplastics and their effect on humans is yet to be real-

ized.



6 HApI‘il 22,2022 HThe Campus

'FEATURES]

AlleghenyCampus.com

Advocates host imposter syndrome discussion

By EVELYN ZAVALA
Features Writer
zavalaOl @aﬂegheny.edu

Impostor syndrome is an ex-
perience many people face,
especially college students.
According to Concordia Uni-
versity, impostor syndrome
causes people to become sus-
picious of their success and
believe they did not earn or
have the skills to achieve their
past accomplishments.

The Intercultural Advo-
cates hosted a discussion

about impostor syndrome
amongst college students on
April 13 in the Henderson
Campus Center.

Advocate
24,

plained the purpose of having

Intercultural
Maya Francisco, ex-
an impostor syndrome dis-
cussion on campus.

“I would like to make
this more of an annual event
simply because it is not talk-
ed about enough,” Francisco
said. “The feeling of inade-
quacy shouldn’t happen be-
cause everyone works hard
and everyone deserves to feel
confident in themselves and if
they are in a space where they
don’t feel like they are worth

being there, that needs to
change”

Before the discussion, a
TED Talk was played to ex-
plain what impostor syn-
drome is. The talk discussed
the isolating effect of referring
to the experience as a “syn-
drome” when most people
have been challenged with it.

The started
with an activity where each

discussion

student wrote about their ac-
complishments and why they
deserve them on a green piece
of paper. The activity was
meant to help students think
about why they are worthy of
their accomplishments.

Barry Crentsil, 23, spoke
about one of his biggest ac-
complishments as a first-gen-
eration college student.

“I feel like an achievement
I have to acknowledge is get-
ting into college,” Crentsil
said. “Being first-gen, having
that burden to go to college is
a lot, especially not knowing
people that have gone to col-
lege”

After students shared their
accomplishments and why
they are worthy of them, the
next activity was to write
down feelings of doubt they

have about themselves and
their achievements on a red
paper. The students were then
asked to crumble up the paper
and throw it into the center of
the room to symbolically rid
themselves of those negative
thoughts.

The discussion inspired
many people to speak up
about how they have had to
overcome impostor syndrome
to feel more comfortable with
their positions in life.

Director of the IDEAS
Center Darnell Tucker shared
his experience with impostor
syndrome throughout his life
and revealed that impostor
syndrome can persist outside
of college classrooms.

“I feel like when things go
wrong, I am the first person
to blame myself, but when
good things happen I don't
solely credit myself,” Tucker
said. “Even when accepting
this job, I was so glad for my
thought
they probably praised me on
the phone. I did not think I
should get it because of me

connections and

but because of who I put as
references.”
Impostor syndrome is an

incredibly common experi-

ence. According to Best Col-
leges, 20% of students expe-
rience impostor syndrome
while at college and 82% of all
people face it at some point in
their life. Despite this preva-
lence, impostor syndrome is
still rarely discussed.

“We need to have these
conversations,’ Francisco
said. “The worst part about
this is that people feel like
they are alone and that is sim-
ply because most of us don’t
talk about it with friends”

Impostor syndrome is an
especially common experi-
ence amongst students from
marginalized  backgrounds.
The IDEAS Center wants stu-
dents to have conversations
about how they can feel more
confident in their abilities.

“Whether that’s being di-
verse or first-gen and being
in spaces where you don't see
yourself a lot, it is important
to affirm within yourself that
you belong and deserve the
accolades you are getting,
Tucker said.

Advocate
23,
shared how conducting re-

Intercultural
Crystal  Hernandez,
search for the discussion in-
creased her understanding of

impostor syndrome.

“I personally knew what it
was like to experience impos-
tor syndrome from my first
year entering college,” Her-
nandez said. “But until now
I had never gotten into depth
with it”

The Intercultural Advo-
cates want to have more dis-
cussions on campus to ensure
more students are partici-
pating in conversations that
could help them navigate col-
lege.

“The mission statement of
Intercultural Advocates is stu-
dents who are able to support
and advocate for the students
and facilitate conversations
that aren’t talked about,” Fran-
cisco said.

The discussion is part of a
bigger goal the IDEAS Center
wants to fulfill: to increase en-
gagement with the students.

“This is an initiative under-
neath IDEAS: to have more
student-led voices creating
open dialogue and open envi-
ronments,” Tucker said. “We
want students to have conver-
sations around representation
and the impostor phenome-
non is one of the things that
come up from students”

Comedy
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Return of the edi(tor)

By ROMAN HLADIO
Editor-in-Chief’
hladior@allegheny.edu

The news is real. The takes are
hot.

Just 40 days after “retiring”
from play, Tom Brady is back
on the field. When he initial-
ly publicized his retirement,
Brady claimed that football
required a 100% commitment
which detracted from his
family life, according to NPR,
meaning the next ring he los-
es will probably be his wed-
ding band. 40 days sounds
familiar, though ... guess we
know what Brady gave up for
Lent.

A recent CNN headline
claimed that more potential
homebuyers see renting as the
more feasible and financially
sound decision. The article
went on to explore what is
becoming the painful reality
we are facing: we might not
be able to achieve the finan-
cial goals that have been pro-
grammed into us. That being
said, I am leasing an NVII
double, shared bathroom,
roommate included.

A Shawnee State Univer-
sity professor is expected to
be paid $400,000 for refusing
to use a students preferred
pronouns. Professor of Phi-
losophy (this just makes too
much sense for some rea-
son) Nicholas Meriwether
was disciplined in 2018 for
refusing to use preferred pro-
nouns, and proceeded to sue
the university. As part of the
settlement, Meriwether gains

the “right to choose when to

use, or avoid using, titles or
pronouns when referring to
or addressing students” Note:
this same person would prob-
ably throw a table at you if you
called them Professor and not
Doctor, God forbid. Making
a near-half-million “financial
decision” instead of promot-
ing student wellbeing? Nope,
doesn’t sound familiar at all.

Elon Musk, our favorite
rocketman and incel, recently
launched a $43 billion dol-
lar bid to purchase Twitter.
Musk claims to want to make
the platform “open source,
which would, according to
The Washington Post, prevent
“behind-the-scenes manipu-
lation” — the same thing your
Q-Anon aunt tells you she is
fighting against. Twitter em-
ployees referred to a Musk-
owned Twitter as a “night-
mare scenario,” according to
NPR. Say what you will about
Musk wanting more direct in-
fluence over stocks or politics,
I'm pretty sure he’s in it for the
cosplayers and catgirls.

In an email to the campus
community, President Hila-
ry Link announced that she
had some news about Kristen
Dukes. Dukes had accepted
a position at Chatham Uni-
versity as the Chief Diversity
Officer and Vice President of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion. Usually, transferring out
of Allegheny doesn't go this
smoothly. Watch your inbox-
es for LinK’s next email, where
she announces Dean for Stu-
dent Success Ian Binning-
ton will be sent to a farming

school upstate.
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The realities of mnewswriting

By KAI MARIES
Editorial Cartoonist

mariesk@allegheny.edu

Hey, you! Think you're funny? Send jokes and editorial cartoons

to newspaper@allegheny.edu for consideration for publication!

Hey, | just wanted to say good job on your last article,

you really did a great job--| can't believe you got a quote
from the president
that ‘perfectly’

| articulated

your point?

Oh, | just
made that up

\\\

What do you want to see from our Features section? More i?uzzles?

More from the archives? More coverage of clubs or people

Let us

know on Instagram @ac_campus or by emailing

newspaper@allegheny.edu

‘Look back
at it’
This week in

Campus
history

From the Merrick
Archives. View on
dspace.allegheny.edu
2017
‘Administration plans to
reduce faculty positions’
Provost and Dean of the
College Ron Cole informed
the faculty on April 20 that
the administration is plan-
ning on eliminating 20-25

faculty positions from the

2015-2016 school year by

the 2021-2022 school year.
1969

‘Mystic head to visit Al-

Dr. Alan Watts, whose vis-
it was cancelled because
of illness, will now visit
the campus on April 24
and 25. While here, Watts
will give two lectures: “The
Misconception of Myself
on Thursday, April 24 and
‘Does It Matter and Do You
Mind?’ on Friday, April 25.
Both talks begin at 8:15
PM. in Ford Chapel. Dr.
Watts will also meet stu-
dents in the College Union
at 4:00 PM. on Friday for
an informal discussion.

Known in this country
and abroad as a stimulat-
ing and unconventional
philosopher, Alan Watts
claims as his special inter-
est the interpretation of
Eastern thought, particu-
larly Zen Buddism. Having
admitted to taking 30 acid
trips, Dr. Watts has stated
that anyone who repeated-
ly takes LSD ‘is dumb. The
drug can be a ‘starter’ to-
ward spiritual religious ex-
periences, Dr. Watts said,
but scorned those who use
LSD frequently.
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Single Voice returns

By SYDNEY EMERSON
Features Editor

emersons(@allegheny.edu

Irish author James Joyce once wrote,
“Writing in English is the most in-
genious torture ever devised for sins
committed in previous lives” Previ-
ous lives were the specter that haunt-
ed the Single Voice Reading on the
evening of April 14 in the Tillotson
Room in the Tippie Alumni Center
at Cochran Hall.

Before the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, writers were invited to Allegheny
from across the globe to participate
in the decades-long series, visiting
classrooms and interacting with Al-
legheny students outside of the req-
uisite formal reading. Now, after a
two-year hiatus, the series has been
re-launched with English faculty in
the spotlight. In the fall, Assistant
Professor of English Mari Christmas
and Professor of English M. Soledad
Caballero read from their fiction
and poetry, respectively. This spring,
it was Department Chair and Asso-
ciate Professor of English Matthew
Ferrence and Visiting Professor of
English Graham Barnhart, "07, who
showcased their work.

An Allegheny alum who complet-
ed a senior comprehensive project in
poetry, Barnhart participated in the
December 2019 Single Voice Read-
ing — one of the final readings be-
fore the pandemic. It was there that
he read from his then-new book,
“The War Makes Everyone Lonely”

Now, three years later, Barnhart
returned to the Tillotson Room with
a changed perspective.

“To tell you the truth, ’'m not
terribly excited about those poems
anymore,” Barnhart said to the audi-
ence. “They feel like somebody else
wrote them?”

Ferrence expressed a similar sen-
timent in his reading, indicating that
his forthcoming memoir, though
meaningful, was not the writing that
best represented himself that eve-
ning. The book, “This Is How We

Lose: The Poetics of Rural Political
Abandonment,” is a political mem-
oir about his unsuccessful bid for the
Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives in 2020, a past life which Fer-
rence is still trying to make sense of.

“That’s enough of the memoir;
Ferrence said, after reading only a
few paragraphs. “I'm going to read
fiction”

The traditional structure of a
reading is simple: a writer takes the
podium and they read a short story,
some pages of an essay or a series
of poems. At this reading, however,
both writers decided to subvert this
structure, instead sharing multiple
drafts and preliminary notes for un-
finished projects with the audience.

“Writers, we like to talk about
‘process’ in workshops, and it’s in-
teresting to us there, but when we
read somebody’s work, we tend to
encounter it as this polished, finely
finished thing,” Barnhart said. “You
don't really get to see all the work
and time that went into it”

Ferrence, in his allotted time,
shared three excerpts of what he in-
tends to eventually turn into a novel,
each focusing on a different charac-
ter: Mooney, Lauren and Row.

The characters live in a nation
that, through the power of total
electrification, experiences 24-hour
daylight. Mooney and Lauren are
natives of an Appalachian darkness
refuge, home of the only natural
darkness left in the country. Row is a
part of the infrastructure that threat-
ens to take this sanctuary away. As
Ferrence made his way through the
three passages, he stopped to com-
ment on unfinished sections and
half-developed plot ideas, recogniz-
ing the time that it takes to develop a
piece of fiction.

Barnhart took this principle even
further by presenting a slideshow of
different drafts of a still-in-progress
poem.

“Iliked (the reading) alot,” Chris-
tina Kljunich, 23, said. “It was kind
of that chaotic ... nature that every-

| was becoming really discouraged and had only just
begun to come around to the realization that maybe the
way | was feeling about writing was also related to my
symptoms of depression and post-traumatic stress ... |
seemed to have lost the ability to access my voice — my
authentic voice — in writing.”

—GRAHAM BARNHART, ‘07,
Visiting Professor of English,
Allegheny College
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with Ferrence and Barnhart,’07

one knows and has gone through as
a writer. So it made it a little bit more
personal, I think, than other read-
ings I've been to.

The poem that Barnhart present-
ed was an erasure, a style in which
the poet takes an already-existing
text and blocks out words. The words
that remain constitute the poem. In
his case, the text he has been eras-
ing is personal. It is a peer-reviewed
article that he wrote about his expe-
rience treating an Afghan soldier’s
gunshot wound for 13 hours after
falling under enemy fire on a deploy-
ment in 2016.

He began with his first draft, in
which he followed strict, self-im-
posed rules: all words must be kept
in their original order and no words
may be partially erased to spell out
other words. He also made the aes-
thetic decision to keep the original
text visible. The result was a draft
with which Barnhart was dissatis-
fied. In hindsight, though, it was
necessary.

“I needed to write this draft)
Barnhart said. “At the time, I didn’t
like anything I was writing ... I was
becoming really discouraged and
had only just begun to come around
to the realization that maybe the way
I was feeling about writing was also
related to my symptoms of depres-
sion and post-traumatic stress ... I
seemed to have lost the ability to ac-
cess my voice — my authentic voice
— in writing”

Voice is everything when you are
a writer. It informs the subject mat-
ter that you tackle, the people and
places that grip your imagination
and the themes that you revisit again
and again. This is something that
Ferrence has also been focused on
lately.

“(Writing) is all about shifting
perspectives,” Ferrence said. “As hu-
man beings, were often trapped in
certain moments that weve expe-
rienced, and there’s some element
of us that’s always there ... I think
all writers are always stuck and will
never escape those foundational mo-
ments, and so we get to come to it
from different places. We were built
there, but were not trapped. Our
artistic urge is about rebuilding our

pathways through it”

SYDNEY EMERSON/THE CAMPUS

Visiting Professor of English Graham Barnhart, 07, listens as Profes-
sor of English Matthew Ferrence discusses his writing process. Both
spoke at the Single Voice Reading on April 14 in the Tillotson Room
in the Tippie Alumni Center at Cochran Hall.

SYDNEY EMERSON/THE CAMPUS

Members of the campus community listen on as Visiting Professor
of English Graham Barnhart, 07, and Associate Professor of English
Matthew Ferrence speak at the Single Voice Reading on April 14.

Over the course of the evening,
the audience watched as Barnhart’s
first draft morphed into a much dif-
ferent second draft, built upon the
one phrase from his initial attempt
that he liked: “the field extended
in the field,” and eventually a third
draft, inspired by the ancient pasto-
ral tradition, in which he gave him-
self permission to spell out the word
“sing” using letters poached from
other words in the article.

Barnhart explained that he began
to think of his experience in the field
as that of a shepherd — himself, the
other medics and the casualties —
singing a song. This is the direction

in which he sees the still-unfinished
poem heading. It is also more than
a poem, Barnhart explained. It is a
reckoning with himself.

“As I have been slowly ... working
on developing a better understand-
ing of my mental health, this project
has transformed from a weird little
experiment to a very concrete repre-
sentation of my relationship to lan-
guage and the weight of traumatic
experience,” Barnhart said. “There’s
... but (the
poem) feels like something to me,

still a long way to go

and that feels like massive, massive
progress”

From April snow showers to flowers
Spring blooms across campus despite bad weather

—f N

ABOVE: A weeping cherry tree flowers outside of Quigley Hall as a

student works in the sunshine.
BELOW: Buds are beginning to appear around the Rustic Bridge and
Ravine behind the Newton Observatory.

By SYDNEY EMERSON
Features Editor
emersons(@allegheny.edu

After consistent snowfall on Monday and Tuesday, pink pet-
als and blue skies are a welcome addition to the Gator Quad.
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Men’s Golf putts their way through the season

By KYLE CHANDLER
Sports Witer
chandler0] @allegheny.edu

Allegheny's men’s golf team
traveled up north as they fin-
ished in 8th place this past
weekend at the University of
Rochester Kravetz Invitation-
al.

‘The road players drove
through was difficult, as the
conditions were vicious with
winds consistently reaching
upwards of 25 miles per hour,
and punished players who
made the slightest of miscal-
culations. Although the Ga-
tors came in last, there were
still a handful of highlights,
including play from the first-
year prodigy, Carter Hassen-
plug, '25.

“The conditions can be dif-
ferent every day” Hassenplug
said. “You could be playing
in degrees and sunny one
day, and the next you could
be playing in 50 degrees and
wind ... it adds a level of dif-
ficulty but it adds a level of
fun!

Temperatures varied all
weekend, never going below
30, but never surpassing 45.
Big gusts of wind were also
bbowmg in the faccs of players
at <n mll: per hour. ever-
theless, Hassenplug battled
through the adversity and

tied fourth place in the event,

shooting a score of 75 in each
of his rounds.

Hassenplug now has three
top 10 finishes on the season
in the eight events he has
played including throughout
the fall. He has been a reli-
able asset for the Gators since
enrolling this year. This past
weekend, the tee box was his
best friend, setting him up
numerous times in good po-
sitions and typically leaving
him with an opportunity for
birdie.

On the 17th hole in Has-
senplugs second round, he
was staring down a 215 yard
par three. He was tracking his
position on the leaderboard
and knew he had to hit a big
shot to stay in contention for
a top five finish. He stepped
up and smashed it like Tiger
Woods, putting the ball to
within 10 feet of the pin after
nearly cupping it on the fly.

“It was the best shot I hitall
weekend,” Hassenplug said.

Another young talent rep-
resenting the Gators this year
is Bergas Anargya, '25. Anarg-
ya also competed in the event
this past weekend and placed
in a tie for 31st. Although it
was not the outcome he was
lookin,
cdming all the w‘a-y- from In-
donesia has only played in
three other events, all occur-

ring in the fall, and hasa lot of

TOP: Sebastian Chisha, "24, clears the ball in a goal
kick during Gator Cup on the Blue Courts of the Wise
Center. The Cup was the opening event of the African
Students Association’s ‘ASA Week,” which will run

through Sunday, April 24.

BOTTOM: Henne steadies the ball with his hand
as he and another student take a breather during a
match. Players could play off the tarp walls on the
sides of the court, leading to many hectic moments.

for, the first-year
- -

potential in the eyes of Head
Coach Jeff Groff.

“Hes  gotten  better
throughout the season and
has worked his way into the
lineup” Groff said. “His up-
side is very big, and I think he
can help us quite a bit™

Another benefit working
for Anargya is the availabil-
ity to play during the winter
months. Going home to In-
donesia provides a unique ex-
perience to play while many
other students can not due to
weather, not to mention it is
in a completely different part
of the world.

Anargya has put count-
less hours into his game, and
thinks he will be ready for his
next start. With only a couple
of tournaments left to play, he
is hoping for a big boost into a
top five finish to close out the
year.

“I think having that con-
fidence will help me and the
team as well” Anargya said.
“This weekend was one to re-
flect on, butit’s a game to have
fun, and when you're having
fun you're shooting better
scores and playing better.”

Moving through his 21st
season as the Gators head
coa:h Groﬂr has pla!ed a plv-
otal nlr n huﬂr‘mg'\ Fnumh
tion for this program. He said
it is a special honor and each

class sets a new standard for

what Allegheny Golf should
be.

“We try to run a first class
program here (at Allegheny),”
Groff said. “1 feel very fortu-
nate”

He has helped build the
foundation of this program,
as heis only one of three head
coaches to come through the
doors of the Blue and Gold
since 1970. He has also been
the head coach of the women's
program since 2006, helping
with its inception and leading
the Gators to unprecedented
heights.

‘The Gators will head to
the NCAC/OAC Clash this
coming Saturday and Sunday
at Apple Valley Golf Club in
Howard, Ohio. Capping off
the season the following week
they will head to the NCAC
Championship and will play
Friday through Sunday as
they look to bring home the
gold for a chance to enter re-

gional play.

This weekend was
one to reflect on,

but it's a game to
have fun, and when
you're having fun
you're shooting better
scores and playing
better.’

~—BERGAS ANARGYA
Class of 2025

TOP: A student dribbles the ball near the middle of

the court.

BOTTOM: A student goes for the ball as Alexander

Henne, 24, closes in.
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