_llm My Dear Family:

Typed by M, Cloud

(Letter from Ida M, Tarbell
to her family, 1892)

5 Rue du Sommerard, Paris . : ]
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: : ;

I have read Mother's "flood and fire" letter over three
times, have devoured the paper Will sent, have had a long ery of
thankfulness and now am bracing up for a letter., It is useless
to try to work until I have written., I have put in a pretty tough
ten days waiting for news, It seemed as if I never would hear,
Thursday is usually letter day but this ®ifie nothing came until
Friday. I have tried hard to work naturally, have gone with the
"erowd", ete,, ete,, but I have felt horribly all the time, Now that
I know that yoix are really uninjured and that the house is left I am
satisfied, I am so thankful you could keep it from Ella; I feared
that she would have to know it, perhaps have to be nondlrtnd that 1t
would make her worse. I never was so thankful in my life., There '
is a poor little gushing artist that I have met over here and who

confides his jJoys and sorrows to me sometimes and his favorite express-

ion is, "6y I am afraid I am not thankful enough for my mercies,” .

I have laughed at "little Pecky" as we call him (Peck's his name)

& dogen timez but I won't any more. I kmow what it means now to be

thankful from my toes up. I do hope you will all get over the m '

without nervous prostration, : : e
I quite sympathize with lother about the Stafford's j

It was outeand-out indecent not to withdraw the invitam

was right to go to "keep peace" and lMother to stay at w o
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(Letter from Ida M, Tarbell =P
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that she idn't approve," ‘ | g
The crowd have been very kind to me since the catastrophe
though they have laughed at me for worrying, The cablegrem o
convinced them that all was well, lr, Hagen knows about the .
Mm afrair,(tho girls told him, not I)‘ the Weed affair |
and now this and he guys me about being the ecenter of all the o
convulsions of society and nature., It is remarkable how a plain,
steady, digging creature like me gets into so nﬁny wildly exciting ?
places, I seem so out of place,
I received a letter yesterday from Jo at New York, | She
implores me not to "get into enything" and declares that she will
not feel safe about me until she she sees me in my "llothor'l very
ams," Don't let her disturb your souls, I am in eclover m with
t.b,o best company in Paris, I think, and 1t will be the last of
hﬂy before I lose them, We don't see much of anybody but mm
but we have a good time togothor. Last Sunday we spent at m
north of Paris, e&% It is a Cathedral town, There are rour Gothh
Cathedrals in France, which have parts whiech if put teg.thnr 1t is
declared,would make a perfect Gothic structure. At Chartres we saw h
spires of this fancied church, At Beauvais the eeews choir, 'Q '
up Saturday evening, that is Mrs, Vincent, Mr, Hagen and I dai4d, tk
Emery's had been there through tho'- day, and Saturday evening did 2
the "monuments" by moonlight and saw them again by dqnﬂ- the

next morning., The famous choir is no cell, It is w m
are only the transepts and choir built, sheugh those m _ Y

large that it was thought wise not to abbmsmpt the m. N
remariable, about 150 to the veulting and 1t is almost s
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(Letter from Ida M, Tarbell s Ada P, MeCormick
to her family, 1892) Tucson, Arizona
ety P 1_-

stained glass in the clerestory. We attended service there Sundsy
moming and after service saw the relics of the church, Btun&l ml
a tapéstry which 1s the only rival in France of the Gobelin mm |
and all the public places there are decorated with it, Saturday night
we went to a cafe about midnight and actually found the walls hung
with Beauvais tapestries,

There is another church, ﬁart of 1t dating from the 1bth
c‘ntury There 1s a court city on the site of an old Roman
building, which has the beautiful Iiddlo ‘p round towers, and the
streets are sprinkled with Middle Ago es with overhanging
stories and with plastered and tyled fronts,.

Besides the tapestries and stained glasses in the Cathedral
there is a famous clock, a larger and more complete one, they
declare at Beauvais, than the better known one at Strasbourgh, and some
of our party who had seen both agreed that the claim was correct.
It 1s composed of 90,000 pleces and has 90 distinet movements. It
shows the tides, the hours of the day all over the earth (at noon when
we saw 1t, it said 6:45 for America), the movements of the stars,
the seasons, the phases of the moon, the hours of the rising and
setting of the sun, etc., etcs To end up with it gives a dramatic
and awe-inspiring (?) representation of the last Judqnnﬁt. Angels,
some 5 inches in height, ‘und their tin whistles and the good and
bad come forth to be weighed, The first candidate "gets there" Iﬂﬁ
an angel in pink plaster comes in, wheels around I;l&_&!ll’:ﬁ. '
and mrches off with the lucky fellow., The next has & harder time,
tips the scales the wrong way and is pitched out by a bmm;
vlth a bloody eye. The Almighty on the top of the u1a§u~1i'
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(Letter from Ida M, Tarbell -l
to her family, 1802) ,

the spectators. The angels drop their homs, the Ihothm*t
any noro, you pay 10 cents and the show 1s over, | .

Wospuﬂ;mn'mﬂnnmmn!muﬂngau1mnlﬂlltﬂifi f £
the town, took a final walk in the evening and ceme home by &
train, We travel Ird class on these excursions and no-tm lm
a little for it. The other night a drunken soldier with a “ vy
got in, He commenced to beat as soon as seated and kept up ﬂ llf
splitting clatter for a half hour, The gentlemen eried m w :
(enough) a dozen times but it did no good, We were all in a uu '
perspiration when he left us. Going up a funny thing hnppM. l.
were+gliding peacefully along when there were suddenly 2 loud
explosions, a blue smoke rose, the train stoppeds The ujerlt, of ﬁu
passengers tumbled out in a hurry sure that the anarchists were ll.'w
us, It tumed out that there were small bombs put on the track to b
stop the train at that.point. In a few moments a woman (the
switchmen are women here) came up with her flag and dispateh and
we went on, It is a rather nolsy way of getting orders to a
conductor but it is effective.

I am busy, of coursey Mt now I'm getting -m-ux tbl' a
series of short articles MeClure has asked me for on ed French

eople Educate Their Children. I am not sure how I ah.n : i
It is very difficult to get material for such things tmg 1: ' ’m

to try and I have another place where I can put my nthr lf o

find 1t suitable for him. The "School and 301]0"' of m |

correspondent from here next yoar, lir, Emery mm

them, They don't pay anything 1t glves us a ert
need thtumhu anything. I seem to be ptt!ut
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L: to her family, 1892) . Ar:::;n‘" 13'4'3"

%kf don't I? The N,Y, World editorial was fine, Please thank Mr, Truesdale
&l for his kindness, I am going to write to the N,Y, World and thank '

}(:: them, , _

\E: I had a letter from mommm. Mm

i been paying $5.00 a letter. lr, Mix says that they'll do better

% in the future though the business department cen't pay as much as

he thinks it ought, He also says that he can use more letters
so I shall try them on two a month, that will be a help., I need 1t,
I'm sure I've still $100,00 left and at least $50,00 due, If I
can sell the story and the little folks tale I'll be very well
fixed, I've enough to dare to go away with this summer, I think,
I do live cheap, get nearly all my own meals, and since I stopped
going to church don't have to have clothes, as I should have to,
especially at Rue de Berry, |

I'm working on another story which I have more faith
in than I have in the "Sentimental Experiment.” I'm also getting
my material together for my lme, Roland, Reec'd last week a
beautiful photograph of a bust of her which is in the Salen
this year, The sculptor himself gave it to me,

Won't you see if I left my insurance poliey at %1
The fire made me feel as if I ought to look after my small #lﬁqim.
I hope your policies are all safe, Try to get over this th!n‘.
without nervous chills. Do be very careful, Mother, about ﬁmm
with the children, I hope they are good, Love to everybody, I'm
going to write Sara in a day or two. Write me often, g

Lovingly, e
Ida M, Tarbell,
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