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De.r Hr, Eisenschiml:

I huve your letter of Hareh 30th .
ask ng e whet L nmuke of the guctdtion from QMJ’.‘;-
usher tulten from !The Education of Linton Ushéer®
ir the Decerber issue of the Indians Muﬁ&zim cf
Historye.

I confess that it does not seen
ceryptic when you rec-ll the experience of Indlana
through the Wur with the ver.ous copperhead socleties
50 stron_ in the fiddle West., These societies
attempted, as you know, to engineer the separastion of
11linols, indirna snd Ohio from the Unicn. They were
in more or less close touchk with the Confederates in '
Careidnne You unow of course their efforfis to seise
the soverrment of Indilrna, ulso set free tho Confederste ‘
priacnem in their country wnd return them to the
Southern Army. All of these things were scotehed. ,
Lincoln regerded them ne foolish rather than erimine g

But they did involve many men in .
the Stute, mon who when the War wes over settled down o
to orderly living with gre:tly subdued spirits and ’
probebly no little alarm. How far was.the investiga~ -
tion of the conspirscy whick had resulted in Lincoln's n
deuth to be pushed? If it hed been pushed out into B
the Stutes wi.ere tnese orgunizations had been in gymp
with the Confederscy and from the beginning of the Wa
had been actlve 1t would have brought in hundreds of
men who were now willing to accept the outcome of the
War, cl.d Lo do 1t t5 save thelir scalps.

Usher, i think, agreed with m.ma:m
in his policy of not msking mountsins out of whel he
rog.rded «gs aole hills. -

There was lmmense politisal. _dln
faction, us you know, in the North with Lineoln';
conduct of the War. Bitter and unwise things w
sald and done. Whon & catastrophe such as the
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Mr. Otto Bliasenschiml
2300 Lincoln Perir West
Chicago, Illinols

War «nd the Ge.th of Lincoln comes to & hesd & wise
statesman does sll he can to restore peace, to forget,
to becr no malicee Ho doubt Usher was or the
influence of Lincoln's memorsble last words, "malice
towards none, charity towards &lle" He 4id not went
to see his fellow Indisnicns pursusd and punishede

He wus quite righi when Le asuld the rumificetlions were
so fur-reachins thet 1t was well thut investigation
had gons no lerther. Personelly, I sgree wilith him,
the ore strngly becsuse 1 believo Booth's plot was
of his own maklinge

Very sincersly yours




