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Ex-Gove Oharles Pe.Johnson, of Missouri, on
Comittee of Seventy,

(8tatement of ex—@0v.Charles P,Johnson of BteLouis Mo.,
to J.MeCan Davis, Dec,17, 1898,  Gov.Johmsom,then a member of the
© Missourd legislature, was one of the Committee of Seventy, sent te
Washington in 1863 by the mass convention of Redical men., Ne is
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_, now one of the foremost lawyers of the Veste)
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Mr.Cherles D.Drefle formally presented the committee te
C)the President, with some explanatory remarkse He them rTead the
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O formal address which had been prepared by the Committee. ‘ The

S ‘President,in the course of his reply, hesitated & great m:..and

O—éwas manifestly,as he said, very much troubled over the oondition of

O.ffairs tn Missouri., HNe said he was sorry that there should be

quch divisions and dissensions; that they were a saurce of more ‘

>anxiety to him than we ocould imsgine. He expressed his apmoiat’imv

(o “of the sedl of the Radicel men, but sometimes thought they did not

rounderstand the real situation., He bescught us not to get out of

m merely because things were nct going as re idly as we thought 2

Ztney shoulds ¥he war, T pointed out, affected & mieh larger tm#-_ g

3 “tory then that embraced within the barders of Missouri,and possibly

—he hed better opportunities for judging of things than some of us. o

::gentlemon. He sroke with great kindness, but all the m tw

l sho'nd his profound regret at the condition of affairs :m our mm.

‘_'__mna regretted especially that some of the men who hed rmmdod tho

'%nopublioan party should now,be arrayed apparently agamst hu‘-”
“‘miniatnuon.
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2"""0 oPoJOhmon.

I had met Mr.Lincoln twice before then, This time he
appeared differently from what he had on the two former occasionse
There wes a perplexed look on his face. Vhen he said he was bothered
‘about this thing he showed it. He spoke kindly, yet now and then
there would be 2 litile rasping tone in "is volce,that secmed to say:
-"You men ought to fix this thing up without tormenting me,.* But
Jhe never lost his temper. A\

The Committee called on Mr.Stanton. He received us
politely; he bowed and shook hands with us, but his manner plainly
saids *I am glad to see you,gentlemen, but I am very busy". But
'Chaae,who was then in high favor, received us with great cordiality.
‘.‘He gave us a Tormal reception,at which he was assisted by Miss Kate
Chasee

Ve who composed the Committee of Seventy were well-meaning
but inexperienced mene In the light of the present, it is plain
-that in our a use of Lincoln wexm were utterly unreasonablees We
could see nothing but Missouri. There was no personal dislike
5 of MreLincoln, but it was thought that the Blairs and tle conserva=

tive element hsd gotten complete control of hime



