ROOSEVELT

to Washington to lunch with him.

1‘ ﬂ
We get around to Roosevelt nnturally cuough 1n nuah
a discussion. He says that Roonqvolt onno asked him to oent

After lunch he tpok_hlm
into a little room which he had never been ifi before nor

ever since and read to him a masaugd which he proposed to

send to Congress. In this paper he said 'It will be conceded

that the large majority of business in this country is dis-

honestly conducted.'
wAsfter he was through I said to him, 'There is one

sentence in this message which I question, ir, President.

Itie not true, and I quoted the above. It is an injustice.

The greater part of business is honest. The gﬁoutor part

gor this people are business people and they are an honest

|
| people.

Wnat you say is an injustice to us and to yourself
'and a reproach in the eyes of the -world."

‘ "Roosevelt protested that he thought he was right.

| "You have not convinced me,' he told me at the end. 2
think it is true and it ought to be said and % must say it
leven if it does bring a reproach on the country.' And that
is the way we left it, but when the measégo came out that was
not in. Roosevelt never said a word to me about it afterwards.

He says men frequently told him of being called to

the White lHouse for consultation and Roqlovclt doing all thnf'i-t
talking, which of course is what constantly happened. T

To sustain 8 point he tells of a dinner to 'hel.ch ha

was invited. Pinchot, Garfield and Robert Baoon were ;r 'nt

Ine gues was a distinguished Canadian, (
veKenzie Xing (37
Roosevélt talked for half an

, interested in h,‘aoira._n__c'

praﬁier.
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he was through i said, "Now, Mr. President, 1 huroﬂilﬁfiniiﬁ il
to you without interruption. Will yoﬁ accord me the same i
privilege? ‘I think yoﬁ are wrong in some respects :I.n what
you have said, and I want to tell you why.' He said, 'Go
ah,a.d.' N

I can imagine with what care and deliberation Gary
went on to explain. He said, ';I described some things to
him that he did not know about. I toid him the truth.
Once or twice he tried to interrupt me but ! held mp my
finger, and said, 'Now, Mr, President, you promised not to
interrupt.' He listened. Wﬁen the dinner broke up he was
very friendly but didn't say anything. _

"Bob Bacon was here the next day and he.lgid that

Roosevelt said to him that that was the best evening dis-
' %

cussion he had ever spent."

He says that at one time Roosevelt suggested that th’
Corporation was doing some things that werenot right. "I

said to him. 'Mr Roosevelt, our books are open to you, you

can get any information you want, and if there 1l.anyﬁh1ng

we are doing that is not in the spirit of the law, we will

change it." . :
It is here that he said that if the Standard 0il Co.

had shown any such conciliation that the suit ncvir'would' :

have been brought.

Sites calls attention to one or two -pointl. in my
ters that have nﬁt been answered. There 1!':}!’?; £h!jﬁ£u
had asked about. I asked if this recent tﬂ) m lm W
one- ; e

"No," he sald, "in 1912 kre-




We %ﬁre up about half an hou;.' : :
He says his people didn't like it. Later he 'brntﬂ_'

over" as he calls it in noriu. and took a trip in a hardro-

pla.na. That seemed to hi.m safer because, as he na's, you ca.u

land safely, and then laughs at his use of the word ‘,‘.-W-'
He defends the South American trip. He had an appoint-

ment at Montevideo to meet the President and Premier. There
was no other way to get there, so his agent suggested that
they fly. It was a good machine, safe aviator, went 120
miles in 125 minutes. He seems to have real satisfaction 1n_
having kept an appointment,-=-"You ought to keep appointmente,
I didn't like to miss this one in Uraguay."

We talked st.Jout the manganese mine. Says it was in
Brazil, which he visited by the "very curly railroad." Bays
the supply is very scant* They havebeen getting theirs
from the Balkans, Astralia and a little from Coloi'ndo- For
a number of years he has had experts hunting for mkmcu.-
They found this mine in Brazil, about 300 miles from Rio.
| Thinks it rather a good mine, eventually a fine asset. He
is very satisfied with it ' :

I asked him if he has made a habit of visiting

plants and mines. BSays he never has done it as much as he

would like to - has not had the time. Speaks paxticularly

of Gary. It evidently has been his pet.
Talked about his exercise and vacations. "Nobody

it

liked to play better than I did when I was a hcyg m! am

obligated to serve a corrorat:l.an cmot phy
would like. I often play golt when . ta&c

‘Bvidently his sense of pr”geaw in

| tion 18 very strong. He 1




veing will to play cards now that everybody imsists on playi

for money. He says, "When I was a bo;; I liked horse trott
We had two weeks of racing in Chicago and I always got off
in the afternoon at 3 o'clock to see the races. Never cared
Ik_ﬁ' for running horses- I go occasionally here. Mrs. Gary wanted
.laf to see Zev and Pa.pirus - that was an international event. We
é\i ‘ ‘ like to see polo matches down at Meadow Brook. What I 1ike ie
:\:; walking. Just as good as golf and you are not so 13:01& to
f:] overdo. More than one person has killed himself with too
'%?: much golf. Think lrs. Gould did. I go around my farm every
.('1—,; week, look at everything. I am interested in these things."
g} MUSTC ‘ :
=  BDUCATIOL I suggested in my letter that perhaps he went to opena
i‘% because ~rs- Gary liked it. He said, "No, no, I go because I
g like it. I am very fond of music, have been from childhood.
\;(2_1 . My father taught his. children to read notes, and I read musid
g fluently by the time ! was seven. I used to sing basecin
!i_f 7 church - sang low bass in a qun.r"_l'::tr at one time, but I qul.tl
H‘i when I was about 33, I had everworked - never have sung since."
T} He spoke of an old teacher Horace Barnes who taught
Iu; ; music in the school he attended. He saild that was always
(E_ _ the best part of school to him. He says again, "I became |
‘1?1 really proficient in the reading of music." o
'g} I asked him if he used the score in opera, a.nd hc'a"j‘, ji"
"For two or three years I did- Most 1ntorut1ng to me to l Y
how wonderfully a great artist masters his ‘score.” ' He :

speaks of Caruso, said every tone in his rqciltll‘f m' :

gSays Farrar has:a fine upper roghtu- but poor

He says rerlnctuny, oI Jﬁﬂ ]




12 at night - spent the days in the galleries and churches
and the evenings on the bénlavnrd "w;tchipg-tho fqlkio- ifl .
liked it. I like painting and sculpture. I have viltid‘ |
nost of the great churches because I like them.

"Now, there's lMre. Gary. When we were in South
America she said to me, 'I do lovc-viniting cathedrals.'

I said, 'If you do why didn't you visit the cathodrll at
Modena?'" He said that a few years ago they were motoring
from Bologna to Venice and they stopped in front of this
beautiful Modena church. He wanted to go in but lirs. Gary
didn't. He recalled that incident. "If you like to vinit
churches why didn't you go in there?" She said, 'I ;ns
tired.' The idea of anybody being so tired th;t they
wouldn't go to see a beautiful thing! Why, that }Cltl you."

I asked about exercise. He says he walks about
1 1/2 miles every morning to fho L, he comes down town that
way, walks a good deal Fridays and Saturdays in thl. country.
I take it that in exercise as in everything else he is very
abstemious.

My impression f:og thie interview is of a mere
naturally and wholesomly interesting mén than I have ?nﬂ
before. He is more interesting that I had really tzmugm~ -
There is something very rorroahing as well as ronpcut!h‘!L,

about his sturdy fidelity to hie code. I hava not tllk‘d

' religion with him yet but I know from the .‘Lottcﬂ :

me at that first interview that he is orthom. ma

‘orthodoxy which extondn into his daily 'nnd

i tn'l'.a nis bunnqn. Hn:hn ma-rol:l.lg"-s

fonal ife ;muny ."m
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The habitual poker playing of these gentlemen
with whom Gary was associated comes out incidentally in
his talk. It is evident, and he verifies this, that when-
ever negotiations were going on, that the meeting was not

over before Gates and the rest of them were atpoker. Gary

was at home on the problems. In mentioning this he says, " .

"When I was trying the Hough case back in the 80s somebody

remarked that while the lawyers for the defense were playl
cards, Gary was studying the testimony."(Insert thie in #3)

I asked him if it was not rather unusual for
layers to be included on boarde of directors in those days-
He said that it was natural for him to be included because
he always knew the business part of a lawsuit and thathe had
had much experience with Deering and Parmalee, he had been
their general counsel and they turned over their cases to
him, often letting him settle them as he thought best,
says that he often settled up and gave his own checks
sometimes in clearing the matter up.

Refers again to the suit brought by a man who
claimed his arm had been crushed in a machine. He said,
*Wnen I found by. examination that the thing could not be
done, I cross-examined him until I got him twisted."

Remarks that he never had a judge say to him, J
"You are not treating this witness fair? nor one say, : ‘

"You are misquoting or misinterpreting the law. I could o

always get anything reasonable out of a judge."

Refers to case when he was general counsel of &

No.Chicago elevated - Yerkes' road. There were 12 or 15

condemnation suits coming up. The engineers const

him that they must have the decision at once.
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E it could not be done in that time, that he would see what
GE‘: he could do. Judge John Barton Payne, present head of the 1
“LQ Red Cross, otc;, was on the bench. Gary went to Payne who ;}
:KE was hearing a case and said, "You have a right to set this ’
IL A case down as special, this is more important than your
g criminal docket." Payne saye, "It's ridiculous, the d:l.ltria;t
I(Z attorney would not consent." "Try him," Gary replied. The
f:_: . | district attorney at once said, "Such a thing never has |
::, been done." Payne replied, "That's no answer."” "But,” he said
E—:,- "it will throw everything out of gear, our witnesses will i
% get away."
(O—) "Well," said Pyane, "you are a lawyer. If you had
IQ;: this case you would do just what Gary is doing, so would I.
é We hetter accommodate him." It was done, and in two weeks
J% he had a verdict and in 30 days thﬁy were in possession of
'C)T; the land. He went on to say that he got such accommoda~
tL(—_:; tions because he always told the judge the exact facts, and
IE that he didn't ask anything but what he believed he would
<
;z do under similar circumstances.
i"; Cites a case of Chicago Fair days. The western
QI%TI divieion of the B. & O. for which he was general counsel |
:(1?_ had been promised by the Lake Shore the right to cross itse '
< ‘ tracks into the Fair Grounds. Two weeks before the
Fair opened the president of the Lake Shore withdrew his |
consent. Gary hurried to the judge of the county court and
got him to put the case down for immediate trial. 1In two
weeks he had his verdict, and the B & 0 road was in the Fair
'i Grounde in time for the opening.
i
i
|
|




| Tells me of a murder trial brought in Kane Co., I1l. The
' lawyer on the other side wanted the venue changed, got a

| witness to swear that the judge was prejudiced. Gary asked

- that it be changed to DuPage Co. His opponcnt}ohjﬂna!i
"Your Honor, Judge Gary is personally acquainted with every E
many, woman and child in DuPage Co. (This case is told in E
Gary's notes) This was the case where the verdict was lsl.im‘i
him, where a young man was sentenced to be hanged and the ‘T
' gheriff and his wife, who knew him, were terribly broken |
. up, and he said to them, 'I am not going to allow that youncé
man to be hanged" (See Gary notes) SBays again, "I always J
try to be fair, it is best to be fair. I could always get

|
1
|
|
|
i

: men in the Steel Company to give in on that argument."” 7
|

Sites who has not found out yet what Roberts said |
to me, asked if he emphasized the fact that Gary was a |
| patient man. I say, Yes, and Gary breaks in with "Thora_
~ Was one man on the Board that was reliable. He was the enly?
person at the start that I could trust." He begines to name ;
" them over = Schwab, Dan Reed, Converse, Edenborn (1ntor.1¢ota!
here in a tone of contempt "wi;-hw-mhy'), Steele ("He

;! didn't like me)"Morgan's people got the impression that
Schwab was the whole thing. It was Morgan himself that had
I faith in me, not his partners.Perkins was the first one to
| come over, after that he always stood by me. Of course
| Schwab didn't.®

"Now, don't put this down," he said, "but Schwab

;: misrepresents things now." He tells of a Steel dinner at
which,-u; others, Arthur Brisbane and an English }OM'

| were present. The Englishman spoke. He had 5_,. um




beside Schwab. When he got up he complimented Gary and
then he complimented Schwab for instituting publicity at

| the time he controlled the steel industry. Gary was in the

| chair and could say nothing, and Schwab when he got up did
' not contradict the speaker. Later, when the Englishman's

| attention ws called to the fact that Schwad was always op=-

| posed to publicity and that he never had run the Steel

| Company, he said, "Why, he told me that as I was sitting

| beside him at the dinner."

Gary says that when the rumor was out that Schwab
was getting a million dollar salary, Gary told the reporters
| who came in that it was not so, that he was getting $100,000.
F (8ee notes in whicg Gary tells me that he doesn't think he
ever had over $10,000. I must have misunderstood.) Schwab |
came down to the office in the morning and said, "I see you
have been giving an interview.in a matter that concerns me.
You do too much talking to the newspapers."

'] "Mr' Schwab," I said, "I gave you two days to cor=
. rect that statement, and you didn't do it. Anything that

il concerns the Steel Corporation is my business, and any lie
| that is:put out I shall correct."”

He says that when the salaries were fixed Morgan
put Schwab down for $100,000 and him for $125,000, he said
that he thought he and Schwab ought to have the same and sug-
gested $112,000. But the Board would not agree to this. I

did not get it clearly whether they came down to $100,000 or |

‘not.
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g 11 Sites tells me when I come down that the Judge who
Qe
i
e passed nis Christmas at Wheaton has had some pictures made

of the "big white house on the hilldl but that he is much
disappointed. When he comes in he tells me tuat he had a

dream before he went out to the louse, that he dreamed that

big bﬁildinga had been erected near it, that the city had

grown up to it, that there was a big plant nearby. "When I
got there I found that almost everything in my dream had hap-
pened, the railroad bank had been excavated, some kind of a |

|

< great structure had been put up near, the electric railroad |

L

T
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had come in to the osat_nnd stopped near the mill of my

4t
.
t
3
i
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dreams. In the rear there was a large building, everything

sE8[6eg A

was unsightly. As for the house, the old windows had been

HE[[=EA

changed, the door taken down and a little porch built. InutdL

there had been changes, the partitions had been taken out."




