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Being some account of the settlement of the Upper
uississippi Valley by religious and educational pioneers told
in terms of one city, Galesburg, and one college, Knox.

By - Ernest Elmo Calkine
New York, Charies Scribnerts Sons, 1937
Price §3.50

This country is spotted from coast to coant and
from Lakes to Gulf with planned settlenents, some alive,
som e dead or dying. They were born of compelling aonvictions,
religious, political, social. Those who founded them saw
the "good life® ahead-a sure thing. A detailed study of one
of these settlements which hae lived through a hundred years
is rich in needed lessons of what to expect of men aund Wonen
who unite to work out a common ideal. It paints, too, &
vivid picture of the changing face and changing mind of the
United States. Such a study is Ernest Elmo Calkins®* *They
Breke the Prairie.” » )

The prairie broken was a fertile, virgin stretch i.n
Enex County, Illinois. There in 1836 and 1837 uwpwards of
three hundred people, colonists from the Mohawe Vallay of .
New York state,undertook to build & commnity devoted to ‘&M
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worship of God and the salvation of what we oall the Middle
West. The plan they had accepted with mhole~heaurted seal
originated with a Presbyterian revivalist, George Washington
Gale, Wio believed that the great need of that day was to
crefte leaders who would prevent our political institutions
mmxmmmmuoruuoummmm-m
of oivil liberty than of pure cium This could best hn
done, he thought, through a aoi:loso where mamiel training was
gombined with study, but in which the absorbing intevest m
the ®gsuse of God®e Kingdom.® It was of that they were m
think as they labored - nm:;:thntthcymotomm
write. They followed the rule literally :mmch to My. ﬂnak;?hl’
irritation as he searcied in vain in their records and letSers
for details of their everyday life. of their human mamm.
Gale had already tested his ideas &in the mﬁ.
Institute of Seience and Industry which he founded in 1828 M
he wanted a broader field, an institution buut up in tcrtam
uncontaninated by any one of the seven deadly sins he fought
and which were common enough in the lohawk Vallgy to weaken
his teachings. He turned his eyes to the praixic as yet
unsettled. o
Those who concern themselves with subsistence.
farning, colonizing and re-settleuent could not do better
than to read Mr. Calkins®story of the way Gale and a fev sble
sympathizers who had joined him,went about realizming his m.



Gale himself took a full year to perfect his plan, convert
leaders, hand pick colonists, form committees. This done
a Provisional Committee raised money. Bnough guaranteed,
an Rxploring Committee "spimd out® lands. Gale gave them
explicit directions as to water, drainage, timbex, soil, -
cormunications, people. Knox County asemsd to them %o m
the spesifications most closely. A Purchasing Committes
followsd and early in 1836 bought some ten thousand mores of
rockless, treeless, unbroken prairie and. adjoining, two
quarter sections of primeval timber, mostly hard, and two -
improved farms to serve as a camping place for coloniats _
while they built their houses on their individual plots md
went about bresking the soil and putting in crops. Twelve
hundred and eighty asres of the purchase was deeded to ths.
college which was to be the soul of the enterprise. It was
founded early in 1837. Prairie College it was named » xitu
Enox Manual Labor College, now Knox Colleg$ or simply m
Two years were gone before all of the Moliawk
Valley coloniste reached the new settlement. They caue in
groups of thirty or forty pereons, by land or vater e alcw
journeys since they never travelled on Sunday whersver the day
found them, journeys marked by hardships and deaths but mever
apparently by despalir or Mt. No sooner had they arrived
than all in heslth went heartily at their work of “sowing %he
seeds of salvation with the first breaking of the tupf.® .
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This breasking of the turf was a Sough business.
It tock a plow of apesial eonstruction drawn by three to four
yoke of oxen to turn a furrow. The prairie bdroken ne f£i%
plow to cultivate it existed so they invented one -« the
first steel plov. One by ore difficuit agricultural pnbxm
were solved by Galesburg inventors. After the steel plow
a ocutter for col'n m./t: e;m planter, and the inventors
set up ehope to make them for their neighbors, and the shdps
became feaotories drawing labor and wealth. lir. Calkins shows
his readers a Calesburg gradually adding mamufacturing to
farming, new forms of manual labo® for the evangelists, also
with their rise new forms of the "Seven Deadly Sins.® '
There was a rapid evolut fon of eash fasctor of
their physical life. Thay must Yende iheir fields. They
began with logs - turned to osage orange hedges - mu-ﬁu-
made stake and wire and eighed with relief when finally an
effective barbed wire fence had fought its way past rival ,
patent claimants end rival manufasturers to a solid position
in the market.
Thay muet have building materials to replase logs.
From two men on a saw they went ¢o small M'Mua.m.'
town plant working for all. They discovered clay fit fLor
bricks,. HMen began . firimg for their private use. Then cane
a town brick kiln and soon a big and profitable industzy.
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They saw they must diversify their orops.

It could not be hogs and corn alone. A4 settler brought a
cupful of timothy ssed with him - raised ssed - and soon

the farzershad *tame hay®. One man saw a future in pop-
corn, raised it in gquantity and sought a Eurovean market
actually demomstrating ®the corn that furned to snow" as

the English deseoribed it,before Queen Victoria, so amising hexr
that she gave him a Fremch wax doll to bring back to his 1little
girl. ur. Calkins calls this o Galesburg fairy stoxry. It
e one of the naerits of his bock that he misses Mo falry
story, no pithy sdventure, no native word or phrase throughout
the hundred years he traces.

Hot all of the material growth was so natural
and peaceful as this multiplication of aropa, this rise of
factories from hande-made onmsemads supplies. Galesdburg
fought hard, cunningly,and often questionably to win the
place in Knox County which George Washington Gale felt wae hers
by right of her noble ambitions and her cult of godlineas.

Er. Calkins* apirited stories of how she nade herself a raillroad
center, of how she took the county seat from her ngighbom.

and predecessor in the County, Knoxville, are stories of hard
fought battles by men who understood both financial and
political strategy and in a pinch could be dependad upon to

use the necessary trick ahesd of their opponents.
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Heated and bitter as were those struggles $o

make Galesdurg first in her territory they were mothing in

heat and bitterness to Ceorge Washington Gale®s struggld

to oust all Congregationalists from the goveramsnt of the
college and make it pure Preshyterian. The two seots mad

1ived together peassfully in the lchawk Valley and in the

early days of the college, but Gale decided that the time had come
to turn the institution over to his denomination. It was his
Plan, his college. He claimed a vested right in it as &
patentee in his patent. He was a Preshyterian - the college
must be Presbyterian. It was the only true church. HRethodists,
Baptists, Campbellites, Unitarians, Universalists followsd
*heretical superstitions.® As for Congregationalism it was

a “"peculiar religion® which he would not countenande and aguinst
1t he wnged a fifteen years war. His most violent snd sloquent
opponent in the long contest was one of the redoubtable ’
Beechers - Rduvard - a Congregationalist minister in the town.

He had no connection with the eollge, no business in the contest,
but no Beecher could turn his back on a fight. They were
predestined to take sides. Bdward Ssecher lost no tine tg
giding agninst Gale and in carrying the orusade to the mﬂ

at large/ Much and long as Gale suffered he may be said Co

nagve had the last wurd in this unholy affair for he lived to

seo a Presbyterian preaident installed. But his victaxy did
not live out the eentury the college is celebrating. Today
Knox is non-sectarian.
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But if Presbyterians and Congregationalists
fought over which was ths true church they were united omn
the fesue of slavery. It was one of the deadly sins they had
set out to destroy and though surrounded by Southern synpathisers
they never wavered in their outspoken challenge of the
institution. Throughout the °40%s and *560%s when & Tedoral
1aw ordered the return of run-away slaves to their ommers and
defiant abolitionists were running an underground rallvoad
through Illinois with a terminal in Canada ,Galasburg operated
one of the largest and scafest stations on the routee.

Ae the agitation against the extension of slavery
erystaliigzed into a political party,the Republican, Galesburg
went alonge. When in 1858 she was chosen &8 one of the seven
points in the state set for the Great Debates between Abrahun
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas loud was her rejoicing. Lincoln
sas her guest. lr. Calkine® chapter on the Day, October &, 1858
will delight readers who know their .incoln story. It is
fresh, direot, packed with lively human details and comaents -
one of the best in the book.

There was poetic justice in Lincoln®s argument
that Day, for it was here in this town founded an the sternest
notions of right and wrong, hating slavery because it wap
urong, that for the ﬂmt/ir;ethe series he put above
constitutional, esonomie and historic reasons for keeping
slavery bugk = the unanswerable argument that it was s wicked

institution.
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The Day of that Debats"is the greatest in
Galesburg’s history and the one which most nearly justifies
GCecorge Vashington Gale's rigid code. Nevertieless it passed
unnoticed until in 1908 the then President of Kvox = Dr. Jolin .
Pinley » now editor of the Miw York Times = realizing its
historic significance arranged a celebration so th
and impressive that the whole country tosk notiocs. It xay
fairly be said to have imitroduced the college and the towm $o
the Nation.
Dr. Finley did much for Knox @s JNr. Calkins
shows but nothing for which ehe should be more thankful than
the interpretation for the first time of the significance to her
and to the Nation of the Dsbate betwesn Abrahanm binsoln and
Stepehn A. Douglas held on the East Front of *0lid iain® on
Ootober 8, 1888,
Slavery is the only one of the seven deadly ains
Gale fought which is dead - the rest all live in modified forms
both &n his town and his college. The war on them has not
ceased as ¥r. Calkins® list of churahes and societies show
but time has changed the tqeties. There is increasing smphasis
on virtues rather than sins and the virtues are active not
negative. Tolerance is rackoned a virtue, so is temperance
rather than abstinence, so is liberalism rather than autocramy,
mai moderation,even in religion,rather than exaess, WM
of 1ife rather than sslfe-mortification. |
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The college has changed in sutlook mnd:
as the tom has. Its currioulum is broader, moye #_,_
religion. Its society is less stern, unbending, m ’
and enfysble. Idke the tova, the college does not sonsider
1tse1f fintshed. It 18 still growing, growing Xike he .
coumntry of which it is an epitome for one reslizem mu
more as he reads Mr. Calkins? careful and honest present:
of the facte of 1ife in Galesburg through its first g ary,
fasts gathered with such earmest intent to miss mothing of .
significance, that this is Amerios he is talking sbout
this is what she hms besn going through in the last
years, that this is sbout where she hus mrrived.




