5{ ﬁis Exsgliansy. s :
8 The President of the Tnited States,
< White House, Washington, D, C,

My dear r, President: .

Tou have always given such
genernuﬁ heaping te any camwunication of mine that I an ventur~
ming to agk s—ereat favor.

| | | - loyenber 26, 1918

I have just &graea& if the pasaport ocan be arra,uad,
%0 go overseas, to make a study for a series of articles for the

ﬂ&ad Cross 'agozine, and, uvltimately, for a book, The Hditor of
cthe magazine, John 8, Phillips, has what seems to me a really
~ nshla congevtion of the future of the Red Crogs and desires to
_(gfésats‘r this through his publication, ile believes it Wﬁsiblﬁ,

Tif the needs and asgpirations, not only of the war-riddsn countries
“put of the more or leoss submerged groups in our own land, can be

“properly presented to the country, to hold tageﬁher, for veuce

ervice, the amazing group~-something like twenty-five millionesw
Cealled together, under the Red Cross, for war service.

x “y own conviction ia that if we can keep slive in our '

ﬁwn and other lands, the unselfish desire to relieve the miseries

<and free the aspirations of all men and women @vgxywhere, quite

apart from ailding any partioular politieal or social theories the

:variana groups and peovles may have,
“national emollient which, flowing througzh all landa, will gerve,

maturally and unconsciously, to relax prejudice, to break dowm
=the barriers of caste, and to soften hatveds, I do not myself

“see any agency 80 well fitted for re*pra&ueing and sustaining this

humanitarian lubricant as the Red Uross; nor do I see the Hed

/
.

it the actual needs and aspirations of men and women,

It 1s to do what 1ittle I oan to help this work in
my writinm and speaking that I have consented to go abroad for
the studie$ of which I spoke above. 4And all this leads me, my
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we will have a kind of inter=

Cross becoming this agent in any other way than by keeping before
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“dear ¥r, President, to My request that, if you approve of the

“idea and it is proper for you to do it, you give me some kind of
~eredential that I can use with our representatives nbroad, I think
2you know me well enough to be sure that I would not for a moment
wigh anything of you that would be contrary to your gound judgment
—“of what is proper to grant. - o

5 : vay I say, too, that 1 am glad you have decided to
~go to the opening of the pence Conference, and that 1 shall hope

~ =to0 have the honor and the plcasure some time in Paris of paying
_my resvects to you.and %o T'ra, Wilson, ’ . :

= - ??astingrﬁ%a%'i am not imposing upon your good will :
;iiﬂ.thelibﬁr%y that I have taken in writing you, helieve me Lo be

é o : . raithfully yours,
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