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Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
120 East 19th Street,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Miss Tarbell:

Thank you for your promptness in’ nndia& thn-’ dﬁmﬂ
tive matter for the Lincoln book. Actually, it seems to e Lha
you have written a brief, spontansous and most effectiv
duction to the book., For the purpose of the lalﬂmn._‘.
I have written & paragraph to precede your meterial =~
bluntly for the busy bookseller what you say #0 much
everyons in the trade we can waks stop long enough to 3
I am enclosing a carbon copy so that you mey have it to ulo..- lut'
on if you wish to furbigh it up for the book. : :

Two of us have now read Installments 1 to 11 in .the :

Syndicate proofs. I do not believe that you yourself know how
good this material is. We think it is, by all odds, the most
important and the most fascinatingly pracentod Lincoln material
which hag come along in this generation. The point about: mlch
you are doubtful, I know, is whether the material is in good
order for the book Both of us believe that it could hardly -
be improved in this respect. Naturally, you would delete the
paragraph in each installment which recapitulates thingl Pop
the reader of these daily installments. Otherwise, I think you .
can safely rest on this version for the book. The matter of =~
chapter headings is one to which you will probably give your
attention without eny suggestion from me. I think these head-.
ings could be written on the McClure proofs. So I am retum-
ing the set to you herewith in case you wish to change or re-
vise any of these titles. I have kept the proof of the first
article for our dumy, thinking that you probably had a copy
of this proof.

I think we will proceed in this way: Maks our dumiel
with the description you have furnished and the first: mnu-- .
ment, with a tentative title page, etc., which you can revin
later on in the proof for final use in the book. I think we
will also get one illustration from the Syndicatc t.o m u t
tentative frontispiece.
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When it 1' convoniont, say the. i
wuk, won't you let me know by telephone whe
with you dota.i.lu of the p\ialishing nsrnmnt

William H. Briggs...BS




