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108 MILL STREET

ROCHESTER, N Y-. .xun. mi 'eo"'
Miss Ida Tarbell, S

5th ave., New York, N.Y.
Dear liiss Tarbell:«

We duly received your letter of the &th 1nut. ulth tho"'. w
of one {rom MMr. M. T. Richardson. . G

At the outset we will admit that he is. psrfaouy riqht ‘Ln
saying that the increase in the cost of shoes &s eauaed by tho tariftw
on hides and tlhe royalties paid to the United ohoe machinery Go- -would
not materially effect the price paid by the comumer- althcu@w in thia
connection wemight say that it is not many years since the Rosal und
W. L. Douglas shoes were sold at $3.00; while they are naw aold lt 33.50.'. .' 

$.03 per pair would not begin to cover the tax o shoes demnnded by the
b

" United Shoe ilachinery Co. The immdiate royalties are more than this

and another important item is- the high price they charge for parts.
Such things as wire nails are charged by them at $.21 per peund md tho}' |
could be purchased at $.08 in the open market; but the United Shoe )lachi-
nery CO- installs a machine for nothing on condition tmt thur nans
Wn/h& used. A

As for lir. Rlchardson's argument, that the retlll"er'- is re- "
sponsible for high prices, we think hls argume nt ia a poor ono. , i‘tr‘x‘re}‘vﬂc”r&
decent s ized town there are very many shoe retauers md t.he compotiuon
oatween thea 1s keen and active so that the retailers can be 1eft out of -

cons iqerat ion. ’
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~ pairs a day (wnidh is not a large factory) would b,‘adding 3; per pa'

;Ma amli Q‘ﬁu . he |

108 MILL snnn‘ s .
nocnssun. u v.. Jun' "h- 1°°°~

Miss Tarbell, _-<fZ.

We have never yet heard of any shoe retai..l.er retirlng with l larcc
fortune after Leing in the business a term of yeara. All thcy um &s
a living. Ve must not forget that every year shows changing styha,
espec ially in women's droes, and they are left with odd colora lnd nisoa_:
which have to Ve solu at a big reduction. Thus:~ this year woman havu
demanded ULronze and other colored leathers and 1t 1s cert.ain thlt tb!
retailer will be left at the end of the season with a 5reat mmy colorcd‘ %
shoes wiich cannot be sold. o %
The tarilf en hides simply enables the beef trust to control
the supply of leather and, as you have shown in previous articlel. thoy
are lia‘ble to enter the harness and leather trades at any tim.“ ‘I'hoy lre
to-day manufacturing welting and the market is in such condition that ‘
independent welting manufacturers have been unable to got a lupply of -
hides at reasonable prices. ,
Our point is- that it would be better to gwe scme ot‘ tho
excessive profit now demanded by the United Shoe Machinery Co. and the
beef trust, to the shoe manufacturer, who is evidently not thought by

.Mr. Richardson to be worthy of consideration. Any #hoe ma'mfao turer

'1n the Umted State, large or small, would consider himself fortunate

if he could add 3¢ per pair to his profits. A mmfacturer making 2000" .
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 ROBERT CROTHERS

- -

@mm and @aﬁw @ 'ds

108 MILL STREET
ROCHESTER, N. Y.,

14

Miss Tarbeil, =3 Jum m;, 1909..-,-,.-.

be piliné up a comfortable profit of about $18,000 per yveax‘-. Profita
are [ igured now by the raction of ‘a gen:ms; that even if tho cmaumarv
derived mo benefit Ly the decrease in the price he pays for ,in‘o,_'es‘,_, still
the manufacturer, who is a large employer of labor, would hg‘very dem
benefited Ly free hides and greater f{reedom in the use of outsi‘dfq i!;actt_in-
ery. It is adaitted on all sides that the United Shoe lachinery Co.
gives magnificent service but we simply claim that the profits ‘they get
for this scrvice are much too great and besides the shoe trade is prici_i—'
cally at its mercye | v
With regard to linen and cottsn, we hardly think ir. Richardson
would be an authority. Ve are sale in saying that there is not a 'wevl‘_l;‘
shoe inseamed in the United States to-day 5;15»3 cotton thread. .Even- if
it were true that cotton could be substituted for linen, which we are fﬁr
from edmitting, (we are unbiased because we handle both linen and cotton)
lir. Richardson is evidently not aware that a still bigger truat than the
(v Sclcalion
L{men thread, controls the cotton thread mepuisct-ure, so that the &109
manufacturer$ would not be benefited in any way' by a change from linen to

cotton, wven il it were possible for him t o make the change.
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"3 somc bend:‘it tharofrom.

g seems to havo no'objactlon ,

. your own. purpose.

R Co=t,
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