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Decenber 30, 10ZF.

+John B, Iglehart, Hesg.,

Byensvilie, Ind.
dy de'r Judge lglehart:

It $es not until yesterday th-t I found anm cpportunity
to resd ycur interestimg review of tne wcrk which has been
done in the last fou yeurs by the South:estorm Ipdisna Hietorical
Scciety. It is sm admirable ststerent, rounding up the astivities
a8 no one but youreelf could do it, =nd pointing cut at the seme
time the importent power thesze activities have upen the fourteen
yeare th-t Abraham Lincoln spent in South:esterm Indi:ms,

I told you before how essentisl to cur full unisretending
of Lincoln I felt the work thet you =re doimg tc be. 1 heve
teen long convipced that we Lincclm bicgfaphers had fziled to
chert the sll important intelleetusl and ethiesl influeness which
£ill-d the air of your part cf khe world in its ploneer pericd.
Y.u sre making it poecible for us to do this cherting. The really
important thimg sbout the life cf Abrshem Lincceln betweem 1816
an’ 18%0 is what the sericus peopie in that fifty wile rsdius
which he coversd were thinking and saying. We kncw thut it wss
to the supericr people im that neighborhocd - Judges Fitcher and
Breckinridge, that he locked. His mind was e ways occupled with
what the supericr in hie envircnment thought and toc espture these
thoughte and aspiraticns of this time im this meighborhocd, is
#ltogether ths most importsnt Lincoln cuest im relsticm te South-
vestern Indisms and, under ycur lesdership 1 fe=1 that the South-
.sstern Indians Historicsl Scciety is deing thoroughly a fime
and useful pisce of investigsticn.

1 was sorry nct to see you agein, desr Judge lglensrt,
but Christmas snd the grip combiped sre aluost too much for me
this year.

With the very best wishes for your heslth and hap inecs
during the New Year, believs ne,

very sincerely yours,



