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* " THEODORE E. BURTON
7 220 DisTRICT OHIO

Congress of the Enited States
TBouse of Representatives
®Waspington, B. C.

Jenuery 24, 1926.

Miss Tde Terbsll,
120 Eest 19th St.,
New York City.

Dear Miss Tarbell:

There is en incident relating
to Lincoln ebout which, in view of your great
femilierity with his eearly 1ife, T make bold
to write you.

When I was & very small boy,
in Ashtebula County, there were copiasof the
"NWew York Weekly Tridune" in the gerret. T
remember reesding in one of those a paragraph
substantially as follows: "Mr. Abrashem Lincoln,
e former member of Congress from Tllinois, states
thet he was & hired man in Illinois and during
that time his lot wes no less severe than that

of a slave."

Did you ever hear of this utter-
ance by Lincoln”? T am quite sure the paragraph
wes before he had become nationelly known. My
recollection is thet the paragraph was abount
contemporaneous with the account of the Burdell
murder.

Do not give yourself any trouble
ebout this, but if you have any recollection of
such a statement by Lincoln, T should be very
gled to hear from you as it is certeinly an
interesting one. I am very sure my recollection
is correct, although I do not remember the exact
length of time when he seid he was @ hired men.
0f course this mey have heen one of those para-.
graphs containing an erroneous statement which
occesionally eppeared in the newspapers.

Very sincerely yours,

teb/m /ZV A é., 7
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