ABRAHAM LINCOLN AS A MAN OF LETTRRS,

REVNEBARNERS

80 accustomed to thinking Gf“'
",~0la a8 & statesman tha.t at first thought many of t%urc

"_non of high literary ability, that much of widd he uo'

jaua directly to his power of expression, Indeed with oﬁ

rly 1ife was such that it woula seem to have fofbil"‘
t of any quality he had inhorit-d.

i

!1: father was :llntorato, unable to aign hia mno cm
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able to read and write and with a genuine ambition to thot md ’w
spire her children, She gathered them about her rolating to thu

. Bible stories, curious country legends, wild tales of Indlm aud 0!'

== ploneer hardeships and often when it grew dark in the evenings hnwm
. the chimney place of the log cabin full of spice-wood brush tht h‘r ’b.w
L ame h:l.s sister might see to read their few books and to con thﬁ.r M-q
s sonse In spite of the intellectual barrenness of his early .ur-

=,  proundings the boy showed from the first two unfailing ohamtor&athl
= of your born man of letters -- an unquenchable thirst for books unl t

o nocusity for expressing himself by the written word. As goon as ~ha
(0  learned to read, books became his constant companions. There n-r-c fn
{'}3;‘6‘ ~ in either the house of his father or of those of the nelghborss !!u

it Bible, Aesop's Fables, Robinscn Crusoe, Pilgrim'a Progress, a m-tm'y

> ©of the United States, and Weems' Life of Washington oonprind m

. store of reading matter in the c ammunity in which he nud, and whcn

b , young Lincoln had exhausted this he began to borrow from a diltlﬂﬂhw.‘ i
NS He once told a friend that there was not a book he had not nu vithtn G
@ & radius of 50 miles of his boyhood home, The character of the ‘bom .
seemed to make little difference to him, The logondu say thut he I‘llm

as far to get a treatise on law as to get a volume of postry or biograph

Bverything excited his ugor curiosity, his hungry duiro ror new L
thought and expression, He did not simply read thc books, hl;ﬂkw
~ them - camitting long passages to heart - copying long txtmh n
: thm litcmn*tiu own - scmething which attondod hin u ht 4 0
p,‘im, furnished him materilal 1n the long di.ouuienl hﬁ

7"‘“ P""h“ ﬂ“&hbﬂr, and fed a faoultr which was atrom
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poverty enveloping not only his family but the whole ugly Inrd-pﬂ ssed
»oountry into which he had been born,.

When his boyhood was past and he had entered upon tlut »m
of Jack-of-gll-trades which he was forced to pursue until he S
was nearly 25 years old, in the intervals of rail-splitting, flat-
boating, store keepipg, acting as villa.go postmaster and atputr
he continued to reads It was in this period of life that he m“ hil
thorough and critical acquaintance with Shakespeare a.nd Buml. ‘} It ia
rare md«d that a person is found so won versed 1n Bhd:upun u
Lincoln was., He could quote pages from many of the phys m h-l
very clear and intelligent opinion of the meaninmg of difficult m
: B. was rond of seeing tho plays acted, and wh:l.l. 1n 'uhimton Mﬁr
ll:luod & Shakespearean play if he could help it, Often he lmt tur
the ln,ding actors after it was over and discussed tho:l.r arrange

of the play with them, amazing them by his knmvlodgo.

It was while Lincoln was studying Shak..p..,-. that thcn i
- into his hands a set of books which finally led him to read 1&1. b

1m1dont 1llustrates very well the eagerness with which he leQ

“iua any book which came in his way and the avidity with which
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[ cultivation, According, during the sittings, he took pains t‘o-sqk v
i . Mr, Lincoln many questions about his early life in order to find out,
g if possible, what his education had been, One day he asked Mr, Linc,bl#
i hoy he became interested in the law., "It was Blackstone's Goﬂqnt&ﬂ!‘o'

& that did it," said Mr. Lincoln, and then he related how he first happened

%\f pn the books, "I was keeping store in New Salem, wnen one day & man 'hG
g_ was migratihgt:he West drove up with a wagon which contained his :.mily
% and household plunder, He asked me if I would buy an old barrel for

8 which he had no room in his wagon, and which he said contained ““"“""5
{LL; of speclal values I did not want 1t, but to oblige him I bought it, and
.% paid him, I think, half a dollar, Without further examinaticn I put

5 it away in the store and forgot all abcut it, Sometime after, in

&  overhauling ‘things, I came upon the barrel, and emptied its contents
L. upomn the floor, I found at the hottom of the rubbish a complete edi=«
NG tion of Blackstone's Commentaries, I began to read those famous

L works, and I had plenty of time; for during the long summer days,

G * when the fa.mers were busy with their crops, my onstmrl wore few and
Qlé" far between, The more 1 read" = this he said with unusual emphasis -
=

& ®the more intensely interested I became, Never in my whole 1ife was
Q— my mind so thoroughly absorbede 1 read until I dovoured them,"

E»: . Blackstone whetted his appetite for more lawe, later booome a

\ lawyar, a politician, a man of family, the love of books rtnnined !
—  and he often read late into the night after a hard day at th bar tryinz

to make up, he sald, for that chance at an education which ho did not
havo as a 'boy §

The necean 1ty Ior expressing himself through the



t"Abraham Lincoln *--:-’m»ﬁ}j

was as early with Lincoln as the necessity 6f knowledge. He began to
write almost as soon as to reads Many doggerels have been prourﬁd‘ﬁ-‘_._ G
that he scrawled in his early exorcise'booka, | :

. "Good hoys who to their books a,pply,
Will all be great men by and bye,"

and there are many well-authenticated stories of attempts at uu&q qn& -
:’l\:-g‘ L poetry, Some of these bhoyish performances even found their way ‘in‘tﬂ"

2. leocal papers, and not a few were preserved by his family and have been

(@3 published by his earliest biographers., Of course they are ¢ d‘i, ‘but .

I'u? they all show a sense of the value of words and an avidentw ia |

é rhytlm. They are never meaningless, They are never rlnt.v !ha‘y' shoy ;
& always that the writer naa an idea of his own and that though he .

eo might work it out blunderingly, he nevertheless had a real rnling of

ITQ the pouibilitiea in his medium,

o Though all the hard years of his eurly manhood he stuck to his
‘F; ~ effort to express himself as he did to bocks, He must have ‘buu e
'(1—’: 'noax'ly twenty years cld when he began to feel the need of a knowl_.nd'g'_o
5. of grammar, to realize that these blocks out of which he had beem

‘< ~ building sentences intuitively &'A imitatively governod oniy 'b& hiﬁ
& pleasure in them and by the unconse ious 1nf1uenco of his nu&m M_J

really subject to certain laws, He decided h- must know these ll.u,

' flum how to put words together sciontiﬁcsny. The fuulur wnrs‘
coln's hunt for a gramc,/or his impassioned study of 1t 'by ’
t lcng duy- werk, is at once one of the uost pathot:l.c "

18 riring 1n the hiatory cf h:l.a intellectual life, How w.n
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the grammar one has only to study his works to see. Outside of an
occasional blunder with .shall and will, there is but one error in
Inglish construction to which Lincoln was addicted thrdughout. his
lifo‘. He always split his 1nfint1vo.. Some of the examplei of this ‘
migtake to be found in his writings are very curious., This in writing
his well-known autobiography he speaks of the illitéracy of his
father saying that he was never able toc do more than "to w
write his own name," : ' ‘

When Lincoln was talked of in Illinois in 1859 as a candidate
for the Presidency he wrote one of his friends "it would nurt some for
me to not get the I11, delegation,® |

In 1860 after writing his note of acceptance to the nomination
te the Presidency tendered him by the Chicago Convention he took the
manuscript to a Springfield friend, Dr, Bateman then State Superinten-
dent of Rducat ion, saying that he was not strong in gmr and that
he wished the doctor would lock after the construction of the senw
tencess Now Lincoln had writtem in regard to the platform adoptod by
the Convention this sentence: "It shall be my care 10 not violate or
disregard it in any part,® ' e

Dr. Bateman suggested that to not violate was moorroct. Lin=-

coln locked at th\e sentence a moment and said in a puzzled way., "Sc you
think I better turn those two 1little fellows end for end, do you?"

The correction was ma.de for in thé lotter of acceptance as printed the :

- "two little fellows" are "end for end," But the correction made no

mprnuion appurantly ror conséantly in his nritinga as Pn-iaont vc fimf_' :

It was M from a soil bcrron of all 1ntoll¢ctut1 11!9,.7‘133 an
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atmosphere dovoid of all literary atinmlus that Lincoln devels
practically umidod nis rare ability to think and to express h

By the t ime he was twenty-three years of age, he felt himself Mﬂs_
:3'7 1y master of his medium to put out hi- first pubno documont, an M‘
| to the people of Mmm County, 111., offering himself as & e,_
o for the office of representative to the Gcnoru Anonbly of tht wmu;

; I‘f This document is remarkable for its directness, He p].unsll at mu

'%t ~ into the subjects which he supposes most interesting to his oon:ﬂtv
}(—1_: ents and states his views in Inglim which bears all the oharwtcrll-
Q— tice of his style twenty-five years later, ' ,
{g: From 1832 on throughout the rest of his life we have & lhwj "
'g- series of addreuu called out by the events in which he nl nelt prm
\E interested, In addition to elaborate arguments such as thuo m.

Q(i Lincoln's writings contain several remarkable short m-ns for oqé '
o ‘

oL casions; pre-eminent among these is the Gettysburg speech,
He also wrote in the course of his life several lutum«ﬂ”

e subjects qubte out of politics, A very good temperance 1um“'
: = this 1ist, as well as an address on Invent jions, But while &o
=  Lincoln's works is in the form of addresses, he by no mmlnmf

himself to this species of compo.ition. At various times h hll Itft‘

. : h. tried his hand at essays which have been lost, ho even wrote M-'

ouionnl verse, a little of which has been preserved and tm ﬂu
mony of his associates we know that ideas for stories omthu
flitted through his head, j

: In Lincoln's litoury output nothing 13 ‘bcttor tm

o llttors. ‘For instance, his letters to his oonautmu
» 'fm- my yura ho did mo-t of his olut&enmiu,ﬁ_a ;




‘-‘coln'- life, realizes the effect of these ‘speeches, ‘ﬂuy
 troduced him to the nation, Before that he had been an unk
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political documents as diqtinguiehed for their quaint phraseology and
humor as for their frankness and shrewdness, and these 1o££orl in !hich

he gave counsel to friends, must eventually become classics.

Putting all his writings together - addresses, locturd., pﬂ‘blie s

and private letters and fugitive oxpreuion, the bulk of work which

resulted in the course ¢f his life 1s considerable,:  His “somplets wcrh"’_‘j-f*[
edited by Nicolay and Hay, containing fully 750,000 words of matter

packed into two fat volumes, - enough matter to make nine volumes in

the series of American Btatesmen, familiar, no doubt, to you alls

I submit that this is in quantity alone a very creditable output, :
Unquestionably the most important of Lincoln's literary works

is the series of speeches made between 1854-1865, in which he developed

his argumen} against the extension of slaveryy, The m familiar

of these are the powerful replies to Douglas in 1858‘, but they are by

no means all vhich are worth attention, The speech made in 1856 m‘n l' "

publicly severed his commection with the old Whig party and Joinod tho
newly formed Ropu‘lrlioan organization is one of the most vigoroul aﬂd
eloquent he ever delivered., It is doubtful if any speech of his whole
career produced such an extraordinary effoot.. So moved were his tn&iﬁnbi
that the very reporters forgot to take notes and it wase supposed uut‘tl‘ }
recently that no notes of it had been pro:omd. It thus \bc‘om knm
all cver Illinois as Lincoln's "Lost Speoch".. It is only withiu a fl’t

Years that a report of this speech has been found,
It is dou‘btrul if anyone who did not lin through thnlm,
decade before tho war, or who has not made some apooia.l ltm or
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Even when he began the debates with Douglas 1858 he was 80 nttl'..": L
known and appreciated that his friends in Il1Mdnois were utnl‘ of u
fiasco, '.l'hey could not believe that this great, gaunt, :trhndly m,
with his simple ways and his modut a.ir, could match the most brﬂlhntj
-;d popular orator of the day, But as the debate went on, it Juem L
clear to them that Lincoln was the stronger. They began to ask
each other if it was possible that Lincoln, whom they hed known all

their lives, with whom they rode the circuit, told stories and phr.d
practical jokes, could be a great man Then they began to rntiw : ; \
letters from the East, "who i1s this Lincoln?® "Do you rcalin,'mtl .
one great man of the day to the chairman of the republican -eoi-utf-'of,;ff
"that no greater speeches on public questions have been ndo in thl
history of our country, that his knowledge of the quuuon is prctomd ,;._'
his logic unanswerable, his style inimitable?® Before the omptyl |
'vu over, his friends all made up their minds that Lincoln was in Mt i .
& great man, Ch e
There was so strong an interest in him in the hnt, W
the debates with Douglas , that he was invited to speak at Omn}m
the greatest compliment that could be pald to a publie npoakor”-hwf at

ton Mr., Lincoln's audience was a notable one even for lm Ym t
 ineluded William Cullen Bryant, who introduced him, Horace Greeley
o kvu Mloy ncm and many more well known men of tho uy-

"mn to catah the nmu of nis 1»;1«:.
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Lii% was universal enthusiasm over the intellectual and literary quality

= of the address, Where has this man leamed his logic and his

:_ English, his cultivated audiencs asked. :
-l 'l'he question was a proper one for these anti-slavery npnehu ‘
:(i of Lincoln were one of the greatest intellectual feats as well as on of
§§T the most distinguished literary performances any Amer:}o&n has tohiﬂ‘“. _
:; - To begin with, the man was saturated with his subject: Thc'ﬂry Itun- &
Ig; tial of any great literary performance, He had studied it, l':milllgl' it,
E lived with it until when he came to present it he constructed an um-

l(:_ ment which was practically flawlét;a. He was like a master bu:lldor put-
E: ting up the trame work of a great building, Every timber fitn, }onry

E nail goes into the exact spot where it is needed and no useless mil

E is driven, no piecing out, no defective material, It is a ntrbng, ﬁqllﬁ ,

' propertioned, sound frame work, Now the flawless argument is tho nlry_ﬁ
life of a plece of literature for it is that which makes the appeal to '
the intellect, Let the argument be incomplete, shifty, interlaid wlth
shams or trioks, and the intellect will not give its complete assents
The thing 1s not "convincing® we say to-day, MNeow Lincoln was ul‘wsyj-

convincing in his anti~slavery addresses and letters., So sound nuhc '
that no ti‘ick of oratery, no subfility of argumnt no brﬁtaiity of v
attack on Douglas' part oould surprise him’in the debates and the htor

work grcw constantly in logie,

Had not Lincoln worked as steadily and as hard on his txpr..g "o

. as he did on his argument, the effect of his unti-ll.—'cry lm
lcttou would have been less immediate and less gcnorsl. But h
'r""’f.vﬁnt-ut tlmcht of his form, He wanted to be “clear®, h.

L be cuuy understoed he knew he could het mm -
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was for this he struggled throughout his public life with the re-

sult that a style more lucid than that which he had schieved before his

I death is ecarcely conceivable, I doubt if it was not th; supreme

:L:i elegmnce of clear and simple forms of expression which caused Lincoln
E:T to cultivate this style though unquestionably he had an instinctive

E feeling for the simple expression., He was rather.driven to it by what
:&j . was in him an intellectual noceasi'ty .He had a mind which was never
G L il U )

@, quiet until it had amrtti'%‘sit%%};c_&on the questions with
l(:_ which 1t ‘atr‘uggled'. Even in his boyhood days his companions noticed
% that he constantly was searching for ths reason of things and that he
E "'expia.in’ed 80 clearly", To a friend who asked him once how he had

ng achieved his pure style he saild: "When a mere child, I used to ge}t irris=

‘GO’ tated when anybody talked to me in a way I could not understand. I
: do not think that I ever got angry at anything else in my life; but

}: that always disturbed my temper, and has ever since, I can remembher

u:‘t_ going to my little bedroom, s.ftAer hearing the neighbors talk of an even=
i; ing with my father, and spending no small part of the night walking up
Q%—‘ and down and trying to mak_e out what ias the exact meaning of some of

é their, to me, dark n.yings.

@) *I cculd not sleep, although I tried to, when I got on such a
E{ hunt for an idea until I bad caught it; and when I thought I had got it,
Q@% I was not satisfied until I haa repeated it over and over; until I had
i

@l put it in language plain enough, as I thought, for anyjpoy to oomprohond.
. This was & kind of passion with me, and it has stuck by me; for I am .

nwcr easy now, when I am handling a thought t11l1 I nave boundod 11; _
.-:.‘nerth and bounded it oouth, and bounded it east and bounded it n;t.*
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This 1s exactly what he did in his publiec speeches and letters,
When he had found what seemed to him the trutk;of & subject, he triead
to put it in a form sc simple that nobody could mistake his meaning.,
He stated his case with mathemstical exactness, in the fewest words pos-
sible ahd always with the simplest wcrdar. The result was that his style
was crystalline in its purity and that his putting of what he considered
the vital points in any great question are really axioms, In the de-
bates with Douglas, for example, his vital arguments were condensed into
a few phrases which appear again and again, The most notable example
is probably the famous paregraph of his first speech in the campaign
where he stated the'position on which he intended to stapd in the
contest, ' .

"A house divided against itself cannot stand, I believe
this government canmot endure Pemanently half-slave and half-free, I
do not expect the Union to be dissolved -~ I do not expect tﬁo
house to fall == hut I do expect it will ¢ ease to be divided. It will
become all one thing or all the other." "

Another great and memorable example of this axiomatic clearness

of statement is in the letter which he wrote in August 1862 to Horace

Greeley, in which he states his policy in regard to slavery:=

I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under
the Constitution, The sooner the national authority can be restored,
the nearer the Union will be "the Union as it was.® If there be
those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same time
save slavery, I do not agree with them, If there he those who would neot
save the Union unless they could at the same time destroy slavery

I
40 not agree with them, My paramount object in this struggle is io

save the Union, and 1s not either to save or to destroy slavery., If I

~ could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it; and if I

could Bave it by freeing all the slaves, I wouid do 1t; and if I could
save it by freeing some and leaving others alone, I would alao‘do‘thut;

o
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What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do because I believe

4t helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because

I do not believe it would help to save the Union, I shall do less when=-
ever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more
whenever I shall believe dcing more will help the cause.

=4 These sentences are like a series of short, determined, ringing ’
strokes of a hanmer.. They have distinction, the kind of distinction

o which comes from precision and aimplicity.. They show a coﬁploto

= mastery of the balanced sentence , - an accurate feeling for the kind of
= ' phase needed to carry home the truth he had in mind.. sti11 more they
AP have that superior literary quality « they reveal the porlmiity

(D of the writer . You know this man has thought out his problem, is

. unafraid, will neither shift nor temporize, is ready to abide by his own
7.  convietion,

J ' But while the appeal to the intellect is so strong i Lin- il
I@—;; coln's literary work, the appeal to the emotions is o He ety
\o | “7 .

& Py

: could move thWﬂurt to its depths., His own was so0 stirred and again

\ » !
< and agaim in his public career he poured forth his emotions in words so
I : :
{" elevated, in imagery so lofty, that the effect can only be compared to
1~ : ' :
E that of some noble sacred poem, Take for instance the c¢losing paragraphs
@ ;
e

- Of the second inaugural, I doubt if a more moving bit of English prose
= oxists.fﬁ ~ "Fondly do we hope - fervently do we pray - that this mighty
(D seourge of war may speedily pass away. Yef, if God wills that it

(3  continue until all the wealth piled by the bondman's two hund:reﬁd and
 ,@ _;‘rirty yeérs of unrequited toil shall b§ sunk, and imtil every drop of i3
Q@ blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the uwora,, ”/

. @8 was said three thousands years ago, 80 still it must be sald, 'The

~ Judg ‘“ nts of the Lord are true and rightecus altogethers'
. "With malice toward none; with charity for all; with 3
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ness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive

on to finish tha work wae are in; to bind up the nation's wounds‘;‘ to ‘
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and hh
orphan = t0 do0 all which may achieve and cherish a just and lut!ﬂt
peace among ourselves, and w;lth all nations." ,

The poetic feeling and the elevated imagery of these para=
graphs characterize also Lincoln's Gettysburg spaeoh. In this speech |
which is universally acknowledged to be one of the most perfect bits 6: .
Bnglish prose ever written, we have Lincoln's clearness of expression, ,
also admirably illustrated while the sympathetic charm which pervades it
- thrills the heart to-day as deeply as it did forty years ago !hon,. in
the presence of a throng of mourning men and women and facing the number-
less graves of those sombre hills and vales, he first pronounced it . |

It illustrates,indeed , so well his best style that I venture
to read it entire:=- o

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this s

continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the pro— e
position that all men a.re croatod equal,

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dﬁdicatoi can long en=
durees We are met on a great battle-field of that war, ‘n have come
to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those
who here gave their lives that tmt nation might live, It 1is a.ltogothcr
fitting and proper that we should do tn:ls. ;

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate -~ we cumot conse=
crate -- we cannot hallow == this grounde The D rave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power
to a&d or detract, The world will little note nor long remember 13
say here, but it can never forget what they did heres It is for v
living, rathor to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
who fought here have thus far s¢ nobly advanced, It is mthl
be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us --
~ these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cau
they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here
solve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that
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under God, shall have & new birth of freedom; and that government et
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perisk from th! '
earth,

In this Gettysburg speech we can study to advantage meln"l
methods of composition, as well as the characteristics ‘of his ntyh. %
of his friends who was much with him in thc days before he «uwm ﬁhl
speech, once told me how it was prepareds This friend had an etrm
in the "a.r Department and here Lincoln would go often, hiding h:l.tnlf
from viuitor:, as it seemed impossible for him to do in the White
House, Lying on the lounge in the ofﬁoe, oblivious of his friend i
he would mutter over the speech to himgelf, transposing phniu, ohnnc- i
ing words, dropping out sentences, If he hit on a phrase which phuad

him particularly, he would call to his friend to listen while he repeated

TN £

it,  During all this time he never put a word to papers The work

was confined entirely to his brain and lips. There hu long ‘b“n .
story current that Lincoln ma.de no preparation for the Memorial at ‘
Gottysburg, writing out his speech in the train as he Journqud to thc
places It is possible that he did firet put it on paper at uwa |
t ime, but the speech itself had been pounded out in his brain W- ‘ '

before, This peculiar method of composition Lincoln used in ha_-,ur—.";_'p .
lier years, Different friends who were with him on the circuit o

in the 50's, when in the intervals of practicing law he ooupu.d

his great political svpeeohes say, that they were often fannhr
with much of the srgumént as well as ma.m' of the strong imt tlowzmt
passages, for they had heard him go over these again ma asdu
trying to got them into a sutisf&etory form,

: There is one clause in the Gettysburg GP‘QGJ#-"W:‘
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which has been much debated and which is worth conaiﬂorius ’b»mc lt
illustrates a habit of phrase-making which is frequent in Mmoln»-

,'g - The clause im question is the famous closing reference %o "a gmmw&
e of the people by the people, for the people,” In the wr!tim of b!th
Theodore Parker and Daniel Webster as well as in earlier sources
. 8almost an identical expression is to be fcund, Where did Lincoln pt
= the words? Wers they original with him? or had he read them in -
Parker or Webster or same o0ld school reuéer, and remenbering ﬂ_l.l 'uiﬂ'f :
them? From his law partner Herndon we know that Lincoln marked some

years before his election to the Presidency in a volume of Theodore : .
Parker, a sentence reading "Democracy is direct self—govemn‘nt‘w_dr ;11 |
the people, for all the people, by all the people.." It is probable that .
he was familiar with Webster's speech in which the similar phrase

occurse, He may havo seen the idea olsowhero, and the words clung
unconsciously to him, However that may be, in the years -in« he M
read the phrase, the truth had become a vital oncito him, He hll e
learned what the people were, had become proroundly con'vineld 'by tho
close contact he had kept with them that they were fit for ulﬁ-mm"
_ment., To get beneath the bursts of enthusiasm and of pnuton, t:hn
professional outcries and the artificial alarms of factions and ot ﬂu

;@“ ~ Press to the slowly formed but pre-eminently wise and true “nt ﬁuutu N
of tha pwplo of the country had been Abraham Lincoln': P”“unt.,t “. o

| -ror years before he uttered this phnn at Gettysburg. It m
m at this time, if a phrase ever roally ‘b-longod to my m. ’
b -L‘..n.rmgoncnt of it he caught from Webster or Parker, s pu-tbhf’-t
L hn.ve no doubt he used it unconsciously, :

A clou cmino.tion of his lotton and -pnoht






("Ab raham Limoln

was the fuhion of his time to uok metaphors and other cn\u

in the olusicu. "He never went among the amcients for Hmm* ', 1
used to say. In-tud he drew them from his own ‘experiences M o
Cxporience had been humble enough but it yioldod in his Ma l» tﬂl“"— "
ful crop of powerful 111ustntions. Some of the most typhﬂ. Hf
osour in his dispatohes to officers during the war, Such was hu

patch to Hooker in June of 18683; fearing that Hooker might ovm» to:’--.;
the South of the Rsppahn.unook and give lee a chance to get bchm m
Federals, he wrote: "I would not take any risk of 'bo:hg ontuncht

upon the river, like an ox jumped half over a fence and lu‘bl_o tb‘u it
torn by dogs front a.nd rear without a fair chance to tiro onc m or
kick the other," lqmlly pertinent was his mungc sent a m
' t0 the same general: - "If the head of Lee's amy is at mmu
and the tall of 1t on the pRank rcad between !‘ud.crich'bm m" Chaz
lornvillo, the animal must be very slim somewhere, Conli m uﬁv
him?* - and nothing could have beem better than his advice to Gr

l —

71761

164, - “Hold on with a bulldog grip and chew and choke as mhm
possible," ' .
Lincoln's priva.te letters, particulur].v, are sl



I much fear that the spirit which you have aided to infuse imto |

go forward and give us victories.

fvrxttm to a son,” And it 1s just that, - |

© ‘ e
("Ab rahem Linaoln"---‘w-wig

Burnside had proved a failure at the head of the army, l!bbkor
among others had criticised Burnside severely and he had also aﬁi“mﬁ
Mr. Lincoln, Nevertheless, he seemed to Lincoln the best man avail=
able m?d he appointed him, sending with thie appointment the follwins :
letter: b
Dear General:

I have placed you at the head of the Amy of the Potma., i
Of course I have done this upon what appear to me to be sufficient ;
reasons, and yet I tkink it best for you to know that there are im Lo
things 1n regard to which I am not quite satisfied with you, I htlidn

you to be & brave and skillful soldier, which, of course, I 1ike, I
also believe you do not mix polities with your prorauiou, in which you
are right, You have confidence in yourself, which is a valuable if not
an indispensable quality, You are amb:ltioue which, within reasonable
bounds, does good rather than harm; but I think that during General
Burnside's command of the army, you have taken ccunsel of your ambition
and thwarted him as much as you could, in which you did a great wrong
to the country and to a most meritorious and honorable brother otﬁmr. .
I have heard, in such a way as to believe it, of your recently wim;
that both the army and the government noad.ﬂ a dictator, ' Of course

it was not for this, but in spite of it, that I have given you the ¢
mand, Only those generals who gain succusu can set up dioctator
I now ask you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorsh
The government will support you to the utmost of its ability, wh
neither more nor less than it has done and will do for all comnma

of eriticising their c ommander and withholding confidence from hi
now turm upon you, I shall assist you as far as I can to put it
Neither you nor Napolecn, if he were alive again, could get any g
out of an army while such a spirit prewails in 1{ and now hewa
rashness, Beware of rashness, but with energy a.nd oouolut

Yours very truly,
A, I.IIGOIS- ,

- Hooker was greatly moved by this letter, loah mm
of his reading it to him once with choking voice and of hil v

_ he folded it up carefully, "That is such a letter as s m,



m’ r.nm and point of u.w. nu my




It is not aifficult to see now as we study Lincoln's

that his mastery of expression was of incalculable value in
with the terrible problems of a c¢ivil war President, :lor_{'m

‘hu uptnou in 11lustrating his meaning by gtories md
many & problem for the country. At first men oonr»h.iaul at

ealled this triviality, this buffoonery, What right had

of the United States to tell stories and laugh when the ¢o

war? Yet gradually the discerning began to see that mry
atoriu settled a guestion, Frequently, when the ca‘n:luoet_m’

and fearful, it was one of Lincoln's stories which broke :u

table mood, clearing up doubt and torment as a shower clu

’-ov'u'ourdnnod air, Again and again, ‘commissions of ng‘“md mt

men came to him t"o‘ present a theory which if u‘doyto’dﬁhﬂ&

 would alone end the war, free the slave, satisfy the 8o

htppimn. The presidont simply told them a ltcry md th
ithout a word, the theory shattered in their mn.

were not classic, They were not drawn from litorwm

: f”ﬂ‘“nﬁly th':r were coarse in grain, They came “m-' ;e
hmm 1ife as Lincoln had observed it, were tull of n

T thst of Rabelais and of homely pionur pioturuqm_'
;pretcmnd in their philosophy and truthfnlmn, m
ﬂr‘m other could have advanced would have had th;
The source of his m.:nmutiblo lﬂ’]ﬂ-’:-;'a
Did he 1n’nnt

Mry to hiu umutn.
Th- grutor maﬂtx no dcubt um'
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lawyer and a member of the T11linois State Assembly he met ommuv
large numbers of quaint and original people and when he was thrm '
mich with a class of men who for lack of other amusements mtortutml
one another with stories, A new story in a community like mt '
in ‘hiah Lincoln spent his earlier manhood has an importsmc not m_
thnt ot a new play or a new book in a town of to-day,. nnn'bw

wants t0 hear it, and hearing it everybody discusses u, and m‘
judgment on it, In Springfie].d where Lincoln lived at this p"‘te‘

nohody was more eager than he to hear each man's new atoricl. I.lt
one of his friends go away for a trip and his first gruung n th.

‘man'se return would be "any new stories?" and if the answer was tfftmv' 1{ v

tive everything must wait, until he heard them, I they pltuot m
forthwith they were added to hiu reporto:lro. He rarely told a atorr, .1
honnr, simply for the sake of telling it., To him it was an u'- i
gument or explanation, sometimes even an exhortation, And bocmc lﬂ
told it simply to illustrate y he rarely told it twluo sl:lh.‘ In
order to make it serve his purpose he was chliged to work it mr_‘,

dressing it in new colors and giving the characters an uurrom,_:

g0 as to make them more suitable to his 1mm.diatc object. It tm

hlppcni that there can hardly be said tc be an origimal vorl‘;"
"Lincoln story", For onmplo, the story of Sykes' dog is wel
to most of us, Sykes, you remember, owned an 11*-&1*0@““

vhich he was devoted but which because of 1ts ucly 1om and
. ymity for worrying 1norrona1n podutuim m ha
h%ltrimd.n. One day a few desperate individuals
teaullew a yipoq of meat :I,n which a clarge of o0




tached was concealed, The meat was no aoonor down than the fuse m
lighted and the dog was scattered over the road. When Srku m up\
and saw the situation he made a feeble effort to collect the _pi,_«f_i_v,}
but soon gave it up ronia.rk:lng sorrowfully that he guessed thlt doc'h
days of usefulness were ended. After the capture o:l' Vicluhurg a ;
delegation waited on Mr, Lincoln complaining because Grant hd mrelu
’P-nborton 's army. Pemberton, thoy said, would soon have the mln to-'
.gothor again. Mr, Lincoln did not attempt to argue with them. 30
simply told them the story of Sykes' dog rema.rking a8 he ended thl.t hl
guessed Pemberton's army was about in the same ‘condition as the

dog. Te told the same story on other occasions when delegations came
to him to criticise the paroling of Confederate ‘troopl. Hach t_inlo,"
if we believe his auditors the story had its poouliu,r color. ‘Thulw: .
there were really several authentic versions of the one story, e

: A striking literary quality in his stories was thn rcaliltin
setting. He seemed to see all the details of each ohamcur 1n hiﬂ
story, and the group ag a whole stood before him like a pioturo. In ;
telling the story I have alluded to the dog was always d.lcribid .

ically - its yellow bristling hair, its impertinent tail, :lta vlaim‘
| 1ittle eyes, its aggravating bark, Sykes came in for his M < “

coloring, so did the group which administered the doatmcthiﬂl&
Of the final scene he made much leaving his auditor- t:lth ﬂll
ludicrous situation as vividly in mind as if he hud M,_ i
thcir eyes, |
' This ability to eppreeiste literary na.u“'“

| l;{gthu, pntr,y, md strength m porwna and s:t |

e



to Lineoln in handling pecple. It awakened an intersst in them
like that with which a novelist has in his mrroundiw. ‘lo“'

4l 4 srotuquomu escaped him, In the days whcn he tmﬂhd
the sountry rcad which to his fellow lawyers was & &rury;

excursions iﬂth him, "in a man spading his garden, in a clqﬁhﬁi 5

full of clothcn, in a group of beys, in & lot of pigu root
will door, in a mother duck teaching her braood to swin, in everyth:

and everywhere," We know from many sources that 17& was not thu

dicrous alone which he saw. The pain and trial of the m‘u}; and ¥

: hc pauod he read like an open book. All over tlic' 'oll.‘ﬂt_h'

could have been the author, because he alone sa

| After he became President of the United Ststqn.
 watched men with the same objective human interest. 8. 1 ‘

of their minds. They absorbed him as the characters of &
do you and me. Thi.a peculiar attitude made him meet ‘ﬁii
w:lth [ Gmuthot.tc understanding. Not imhvmuy or




passed in and out the White House daily during the twr ywm
occupied it that we can understand what it was to have thln t

was limited to eympathizing with only those persons who were 1m
o himself in their opinions, in theilr nabits and in their mmll.

g : No quality of Lincoln's style. however, compared 3‘ “’ ;
?% ‘value to the public cause, during the civil war to his ll%cli“' ﬂf, .
E . expression, Clearness le always tonic in its effect., A m ‘h
E‘— in a orisis has a definite pclicy, stated in cleam English n.wf}fuih
@ of & following. Such a letter as that which Lincoln wrote to e[_“ﬁj ;

@) in 1862 and from which I have alruay quoted won the publiec by the ve j}
£ iger of its sentences, The reader felt that here was nothing umcers
A tain, evasive, or desclamatory. . That the man who vroto.bolhw‘

0 he expressed and was ready to execute it, When this lo‘ttai-'m

Inthnmryoermri

twe years, not only afflicteda but puzzled.

as if no man ho.d a clear policy, Here, honvor, was mcthm
miltnhblo. Both its courage and its commonsense npyuhd-
| Whon a few weeks later Lincoln followed the letter by tm
Proclmtion, they showed thelr faith by supporting hh.
This power Lincoln had of putting things 80 thlt
understood nim endeared him peculiarly to the paoph. m
p.rt!cula.rly the American masses, want to think mtmt
a long time to make up their minds what is the trﬂw '
state the idea which s dinly working in their hesds a
L 1t‘ a.t once, Here is the origin of the m!an .ﬂt
"797 on thnir tonguu. Somebody has put M«o
&b 'u ccnvictien mich hu ‘nnn workm ,ia a



did this for the peocple in the civil war, E‘nf.aftm
them to a just estimate of & man! nothing ounm of
‘80 much to £ix Grant's worth in the pu‘bna nM__u ﬁm‘

of Lincoln, The first was after Shilok, omhhtta of ti
been brought %0 the Pnl:ldont. Fa. 113“!1“ fo th |

turning, saild "I can't spare thu m, & )
After Vicksburg, oth-r u.loﬂ\mn cm.

uicl. A man who uses liquor has no right to o
said Lincoln musingly, "that I coula und""ulu‘
a barrol of the ktnd of whukcy vhich Gmt 42' :

In the same way that he ohu
situations, Indeed, 1t was his mou pntt"q
quuticn in 1858 that first made hil i h
divided against itself cannot stund,' ho vim‘

government cannot exist permanently balf slav

meant the same thing when he tilkpd of an ',!7

~ the words were too big for the people, Thny'
!‘m saw a great quution faced them and tht p

tioa that's behind &1l thu. leoln's rtmt"
voted accordingly, And thus it was in 111 t&s
1858 to 1865, vthomvor the

,'m, for a statmont of & litmtig, ho who M“

pecple gropod fer ‘f




