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June 20, 1984,

My deax NMiss Tarbell;

For some time I have been in correspondence
with a prisoner in the Oklshoma State Peaitentiary and
have finally secured frem him, for exsmination, a bdoek
which he ealls & Bible, but which is really an o0ld editionm
of the Westminster Oonfession.

In three places in this dook occurs the well-
known signature of "A. Lineoln,"®

The first occurrence is on the inner side of
the front cover as follows:

"2lest September 1832
A. Linecoln"

At the bottom of the page giving the table of contents oe-
curs simply the signature. On the inside beak cover is
the following:

nglet April
A. Iineoln"

I am wondering if this signature is genuine,
and if so, whether or not that fact makes the beok of any
value, This prisoner says that he has three or feur other .
0ld books contsining Lincoln autographs. He claims that
his grandfather hed them in Keantucky, I em rather suspioious -
about the whole matter. Any clever person gould secure a
number of old books for five cemts a piece in s second hamd
book store and imitate a aigmtnro 80 well Imown as Lineoln's,

o

but there may de something the story, and the beck may
have some Value.
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What I should like to 4o is to take this bdeeck
and show it to you. I want to meet you anyway as I am mush
interested in Lincoln, I have read your book, "In the Poot-
steps of the Lincolne,” and intend calling the attemtion of
ny congregation to 1it. It would care to have me ¢all "

end will suggest a date and howr I should like very much to
show you the book,
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“Miss I4s M, Tarbell cordially
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