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june 27, 1933

Dear Miss Roderick:

| was much pleased to receive your letter
of the eighteenth and to know where you are and what you
are doinge

What an interesting job you have, From
what vou tell me of materials that you are working over |
cannot doubt for a moment that you have not got your hands
on a fine subject tor a blography. | may be prejudiced
becauvse of my conviction that women always have been doing
fine creative work on patlerns that the general public,
that is the modern general public, has never understood.
The great mass of the spelid work of this world never gets
on the $ront page or in the biographical dictionary.

It looks to me $rom you letter that
Mrs. McCormick was dolng a highly suvccesstul piece of work’
tollowing the demands |ite made upon her.

But this comment Is just for you and it 1is
drawn out as you will know by vour letters Don't let it
over-intluence vou.

Now as to that course on biography. |t
was undertaken at the recuest of a triend of mine who was
thinking of endowing a chalr on biography. She wanted me
to take a try at a course at a college in which she was
interested - Bucknell, Lewisburgh, Pas All that | could do
was to talk on the writing ot blography and that | did
informally and on the basls ot my own experience, It is
very simple stutt and | %wwvuéfﬁwvg!nadzqua%e. However, both
at Bucknell and at Tucson, Arizona where | atterwards gave
a course | did have interesting results in the work that the
puptls did = short biographies on toples chosen by themselves.

My work was never written, What | handed
In was an outline with suggested readings. | talked from
notes. However, students in the class made notes on some
of the Tucson lectures which will show vou about how |
treated my material. Wese notes, of course, are not ver -
batum reportse.

i$# this matertial is of any use to you |
shall be gratetul and when you have looked it over it you



you would tell me frankly whether you tind it in anyway
stimulating or suggestive., lhave thought ot writing out

 the whole thing, strengthening it throughout and pufMit
into a little books

- My ldea In doing this would be to
- make something practical fer college students.

The two best modern books i} the writing
ot biography, so far as | know, are listed hare -

“Hitrold Nicholson's "Development of Enﬁ!lsh B&gg@g@hv and
© Andre Maurois, "Aspects of Blography.”

: Take your time about looking this material
- overe | shall have to ask you to return It when vou are
through with it - there Is no hurrys

And 14 there Is anything In the world that
| can do please do not hesitate to ask me,

1t will be a
pleasure to know how things are going.

Cordially vours

Miss Virginia Rodarick
425 Surt Street

Chicago, lllinois
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