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A New York, Decemver 5, 1923

rs. Harr& 5. Holcombe,
Narston, ...Ce.

\

My dear ¥re. Holcombel

The Lditor of "Good lovsekeaping"
has sent your lettér of llovember 6 to me = the author of the
article in the lovember "Good Housekeeping" which interested you.

I ar. swre 1% is needless to say that your comments ine
terested me deeply, and that I am much gratified that I have been
able to gay something that would arouse so thoughtful a rejoinder.
It comes down to this between us, that you think tne vomaii cannot
drive a double tean with success, and that I believe sie can.

You base your Judgment, as I do mine, on what you have geen done.
You say thdt you have never seea 3t worked out successfulliy - 1
certainly have.

If I uvnderatend you, your observations and your exXe
pericance force you to the conclusion that the children muest suffer
if a mother attempts to carry out a career.

Now, if this be true, that a woman's trade or profession.
must be carried on at the expense of childhood, I agree entirely
with you that it is too costly. There is nothing so valuvable to

her or to the world as the child. It should be the first counsidera-
tion to everybody, man or woman, and to neglect in any way the grove

ing body, intellact and character of a child is little better than
crimae, as T look at it. I do not belleve that it necessarily fole
lows that a mother practicing a profession must do this. Ghe must
of course have help in the trainines of the child, but I am inclined

to believe that the quality of mind, the enlargeld outlook and the re-

freshed spirit that she will bring to the child as the result of
her prefessional life will fully compensate for the fewer hours she
spends in his presence.

\

- Have yo' never felt, desr krs. llolcombe, that a child often

_suffered from two much mother, just as a mother suffered from too

muach child? It seems to me sometimes that there is a good deal of

selfishness in a mother's feeling that she cannot allow anybody else
to have anything to do with her little one. She wants to absorb it,
to be its sole influence, and in that effort she narrows its outlook,

builde up dependence instead of independence, creates a limited ime

proaaion of human relations. The child thatfows gther people beside



its mother, knows how to get on without its mother when necessary,
1s, I think, the Tetter for the experience. And the mother rerself, -
absorbed in that one little life, grows dependent upova it, unfitted
for the social, intellectual, and now political tasks that she

ought to be fulfilling, in order to do her full duty towards the
child. 2

The education of women, a larger and freeer life for
women with whatevar development it brings, has zlwayc seemed to ne
to find its chief reason in the hope that you misht thus get a
mother that saw her great duty in o larger light. I un afraid,
dear !'rs. Holcombe, that what many, many mothers give in their
beautiful, concentrated devotion to their children is a superi:
care of the body. That in itself is so important and absoxrvir
task that they neglect intellect and character or relegate tb
1 second place. If the mother could divide this tralning of
¢hnildren with competent assistants in order to glve her who
a daily change and refreslment in an entirely dlffereant kin
a0t primarily for the sake of that work or what it may brir, .
for the sake of bein~ a2 Digger person and thus being able to coniiribute
more to the life of her childrea, I am inclined to taink that we would
et greater results in child develomment.

Pleace helieve we, it is not a career, as we call it, for
women, for the sake of her econonic independence that I am interested
in. There iz a good deal of selfich twaddle about the economic
independence of women; it is not in her chance for self-expression.
that I am interested, tiough 4L Lelieve that slie ougat to have &Y,
though never chould che have it at the expense of the little life
thae she has brought into ¢he world - that should be her irst and
cnief interest. I do claim, lLowever, that for the sske of that life
gshe should have the chance to make the moct of all the povwer that is
irn her.

Please do not suprose that I think it is an ggiy task - I
think it is 2n enormously difficult onee 4 doubt very nmuch vhether
T would have been able to carry it off as a youug womau. Lf 1 were
not altogether too old to have children now, I should like to make
tha trial at my agej but I would not want to make it unlesc I had’

a husband that understood what I was attempting. And of course there
i5 one difficulty in driving your double team « you cannot do it suce
cessfully 4if there is an unfriendly hand forever yanking at the bits.

Another thing that I am sure of, toc, 1z that no woman
should attempt this double 1ife, if you pleacs so to call it unless
she thoroughly believes that it can be done and thoroughly wants to
make the experiment. Ohe ought to come to it with the fullest
possible understanding, and always with the deteruination that whether

At
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she succeeds with the career or not, that the child is the first
claim and that her highest ambition is to do herpart towards its

. full development, whatever becomes of her profession.

You say you "cannot have your cake aud eat it, too."
I agree. You certainly cannot. But I am not looking at a career,
dear Lady, as cake. I am looking at it as part of the problem of
self-development for the sake of the largest development of the
child. I do not mean to intimate of course that all women should
drive the double team. There ~an be no rigid rules for lives. You
must start where you are, with what you have, and make the most of
what comes to you. I,trying to do that, came out without having
had vhat I consider the most developing and ripening cxperience of
life =~ motherhood, home making. I have struggled for substitutes
and have been fairly successful in finding theu. Iou have the great
opportunity, the great joy. I certainly should be the last to say .
that to what you have, you should add a career+ I should judge that
you are finding in your home'the kind of mental development and re=
fresiment that I thoroughly believe a woman should have to do her
full duty to her children. I congratulate you on thatj but I urge
you to keep your eyes open for a successful driver of thib double
team. You will find her, sooner or later, I au sure.

Very sincerely yours,
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Nov. 6, 1928.
Wm. F. Bigelow,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:

If I knew the name of the suthor of the article appearing

in the November Good Housekeeping under the caption: "™ I Wish I
Had Married and Found Life." I ocould write to her direot and not
bother you. As it is, 1 hope that you will forward this to her.
While speaking to you , Mr. Editor, I take pleasure is telling
you that if we ever found it necessary to ocut down on our numerous
magasines Good Housekeeping would be the last one 1 would feel
that we could afford to let go. I simply couldn't keep house
without it. Like the slogan for Trenton Fair, or rather, to repeat
Prenton Fair'e slogan, " It is Educational, Inspirational and
Entertaining.”

The artiole above mentioned interested me intensely, as
a matter of faect, it stirred me profoundly. So much so that 1 can
not let it pass without adding & word. Right here ]I had better
state that I have a couple of kiddies of my own, aged five and two,
s8o that my viewpoint is necessarily that of the mother, but I also
have been intimately acquainted with that "bursting desire" , that
" searching, vague, overwhelming desire to DO something", tho evinc-
ing no one partiocularly strongly marked talent. 1 state this to
show that I appreciate both sides of the question, to show that I
have thought about both sides of this question for a long time even
though I am not so very old yet.

I don't know Jjust how to get started at what ]I want to say,
I think ]I will digress first and state that 1 wish more writers or
even every writer, would emphasigze the idea of marriage being, "not
the shallow experiment so easily made and so easily dropped that so
many of our contemporaries attempt to dignify by that name." but rather
a life long business entered into thoughtfully and executed prayerfully,
Like Henry Ford's Muscéle Shoals offer . the businese of marriage ie
on & long time payment basis and it is enly by going thru the " suc-
cessive stages, with their diseillusions, possibly their agonies of
hanging on." that a marriage ever really is a marriage and all it's
fruits and many blessinge are enjoyed to the fullest extent; thru
"the successive periods of youth, middle age, and o0ld age."

Now 1 sm coming tddmain point. I have lived in a great
many communities and several different states and always have I
been on the alert seeking out and wetching at first hand these ex-
periments of & woman driving & double team- combining the businees
of motherhood and a Jjob or a career, to dignify it. ind it CANNOT
BE DONE SUCCESSFULLY. ﬁy that 1 mean mostly that it cannot be done
with any degree of success as regards the children. A mother
ooccupies a position similar to that of the pilot of a boat. What
happens when the pilot leaves the wheel? What happens when the
driver of a car gives his attention to something else than the road
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before him and the wheel under hie hand? What happens when the
engineer in the cab takes his eye from the rails ahead or his

hand from the throttle for any apprecisble length of time? Disaster
follows in the wake of every instance. Even so it is with the
children; they lose in charactexr whatever it is that the mother
geine in economic freedom or whatever satisfaction she gets from
personal expression. The home contains & very broad field for

this personal expression we &ll rave about if we but have the eyes
to see it with. Cheracter is something that is built day by day.
1t is something that has to be sweated blood over, almost. And it
cannot be given a child or instilled into a child by anyone better
than by the mother. Of course the father has a most important part
in this character building process too, but his time is necessarily
limited to after business hours, Sundays and vacations. The fathets
time comes principally in the adolescert period.
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A mother can hire a nurse to care for her child's body and
often times thet nurse can give the child's body more intelligent
care than the mother can, unless she employed her spare time (a mother's
spare time is a joke!) studying up on the casre und nutrition of
children. Or a mother could hire an instruoctor to teach her child
what of knowledge was suitable for it's age. She could hire a cook
who was entirely competent to plan and prepare & perfectly balamced
ration for her ochild. All these things she could hire done and
have her spare time to simply enjoy her children. A coming together
time of the family unmarred by any tiring scenes of making clear ¥
& vexing point, entirely & time of Jjoyful reunion. But there is not
one case in a million where you can find a person, or persons, oom-
petent to teaoch YOUR child character, the tiny, insignificant acts
that ocopilied and committed a dosen or more times & day, form a habit.
Our children are whatever it is they are most intimately associated
with, for they are the greatest copy cats that ever weres.
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Granted that a mother happens not to be 80 very good an
example herself, her intense love for her children, her longing to
make them better than herself, makes her put her best foot forward.
She tries hard to overcome her many faults and it is this that hallows
motherhood. She invariably reslizes her mistakes, sometimes suboon-
soiously and often inarticulately, but there isn't a mother anywhere
that doesn't wish better for her child than for herself; or hope
that the child will be better than she ever was able to be, and that
is the point I make. The poorest kind of a mother, in eighty cases
out of a hundred, of course there are exceptions to all rules, the
poorest kind of a mother, to repeat, 18 better than the best sort
of person,or persons, one could hire to take the place of & mother
for the simple reason that the mother has an unfailing supply of
mother love, I do not mean maudlin and misdirected sentiment, dut
wise love, as wise as we are able to be, strong character building
love 1is what I mean. This sort of love overcomes a lot of sins,
atones for a lot of mistakes. Children left to paid attendants are
cold and unnaturally lacking in spontaneous affeotion and lpprtcistion.
This is the reason that the Home, The Institutional Home, for the

homeless children is such a very mmuoh to be deplored situstion and
such an inhuman arrangement. Those children in the institution ean-
not get the amount of intimate and personsl love thlt [ B child nltdl. Lot
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Except for the fact that the ohndron ot nothorl :Bo llowing
careers are a bit more lumuriously looked after and surrounded f
there a great deal of difference between their came and that # e
the homeless ones , homeless in very faot? I ocannot see it. m

mothers are the indulgent and superintending dirc.torl. not ltih
more.
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I think the whole situation can be summed up 1n th. umus
" You cannot have your cake and eat it too: " If you want gu‘
children tojfine straight forward, upsteanding oitisens you ok
got to begin with them at the tender age of mine months.six is &
bit young but nine monthe is the starting point, aside from m Pk e
and sleeping habite whimh have to start right at birth,)I guess I
had better say that;you have to start the very day the child is
born and the training does not stop until late in the teems. M' ;
years between one and six sre the most important but I uﬂaum
that the training gets harder from then on. If you get a solid
foundation in before the child is six tho, I don't ;u hw .tt 1l
going to be suoch terribly rough sledding. : :

_ The point as I see it is to put in the url;r ynru v:l.th mro 3
and undivided ocare and attentiom to the children, the results lill, e
more than repay you, and when that orop is harvested, grown be
your immediate and personal attention, then comes the m
time when & woman is mester of her dosti.ny Thru her childrem

has grown, she has kept abreast of the times. She hes judg 5 T A
poise, experience; she is Jjust coming inte her own. She :l.l m l‘t .
fifty a hundred times as much a8 she was at twenty ﬁ.u {mzm of .
course, that she has taken sensible care of horult 1n ll mm.-.

My one prnyer is, guard me, help me, lead me, oh k:lnd Jl'lthr i
above us, until I resch the wonderful age of fifty and thon -ﬂt
I%11 be abla to help myself’:!

I did not mean to write at such longth but I sat lm h.:l:'.
and when I get started on this subjeot it is hard to stop. I eomld .
write for hours and illustrate my points with cn.lplu as 1 lll'l'l ﬂtll A
them but I will save all that for the great story I hopo lonl hy to '
write. Ly
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Sincerely,

Loviie me
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